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Museum of Ethnography, Budapest

Napur Architect has won the competition to design the Mu-
seum of Ethnography in Budapest, Hungary.

The Gate of the City Park, the correct form of the place.
Transformations that reshape soil and earth alike, which make

interrelationships between inside and outside, up and down



visible. The transformed surface provides space and frame for

the expected functions to be planned here.

The Gate of the City Park is an arc, which preserves the
knowledge of the past and present for the future. Itis a
transmitter of Hungarian and international values. Itis a place
that is condensed in intellectual but wide open in physical
terms. A link at the connection point of the Historical City
and the Historical Garden, which indicates a new cultural axis
and intersection. A tectonic structure, every point of which

is directly linked to its own surface area that determines its
very essence, therefore it can provide direct access to every
function. The Gate of the City Park offers an alternative gate
experience: an experience that as a combination of elements
in natural and built environment arranges and at the same
time transforms the surroundings of the 1956 Monument into
its finite form, serves as an entrance to the City Park, and also
returns the former Procession Square to the visitors to the
park. The Gate of the City Park commemorates the people of

1956 it transubstantiates and liberates the former Procession
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Square in the surroundings of the monument. The new 56-
osok Square is the place of unlimited and free take-off, which
provides a worthy space and opportunity for commemora-
tion. The physical and visual division of the building into two
parts expresses the duality of the basic function, and also
reflects the surrounding city fabric. The arc-shaped stairs con-
necting the inner spaces of the building provide a direct link
between the different functions, and dissolve the boundaries
between inside and outside. Visitors walking on the stairs may
see the space of a changing structure ahead, and experience
the relationship between internal and external. They do know
where they are, they do not lose their way: the space connec-
tion created by the building itself and human’s movement on
the building are projections of the network which link in time
and space individual cultures and the world conceptions that

such cultures perceive and believe.

The functional and intellectual center of gravity of the build-

ing is provided by the exhibition area constructed under the
surface which may be divided in a flexible way. The visual
storeroom located between the areas of permanent and
temporary exhibitions serves as an intellectual and visual
center of gravity. The internal and external representation of
the Gate of the City Park reflects the progressive, forward-
looking thinking of the institution, with its role as a timeless
mediator between different cultures and times, and enhances
the identification of its existence. The external material use
indicates the dual value preservation function of the excep-
tional international and Hungarian collection of the Museum
of Ethnography, which reflects our past, present and future
at the same time. As a historical garden-reflection, the new
green surface forms a 21st century Baroque frame. The great
mass divided into different layers is the living symbol of the

knowledge accumulated here.
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ARoS Aarhus Art Museum Expansion, “The Next
Level”

The ARoS Aarhus Art Museum in Denmark ambitious EUR 40
million expansion plan, Next Level, was presented in 2015

and now the design of what will be the largest museum art
project by world-renowned American artist James Turrell has
been revealed. The new extension will contain several new
facilities including a 1,200m? subterranean gallery and the
gigantic semi-subterranean art installation “The Dome".

The Next Level project is leading art towards new ways of
expressions and content that will merge art and architecture
into a new civic experience. As the original designers of ARoS
in 2004, Schmidt Hammer Lassen have had a continuous
relationship with the museum.

The project will connect to the existing building developing
the museum horizontally in contrast to the existing vertical
movement and working with the natural flow of the city from
the river to the square of the Aarhus Music Hall. This refer-
ences the main architectural concept of the museum build-
ing which created a public route through the museum that
transforms the building into a bridge linking two of the city’s
cultural centers.

The extension will allow visitors to make a journey in a com-
pletely new dimension. An experience in color and light that
brings the visitor into a string of galleries and exhibition spac-
es, stretching almost 120m below the surface to the Dome
structure. With its 40m diameter the Dome will form one of
the most spectacular spaces ever built into an art museum.
From the outside, The Next Level is extending perpendicularly
from ARoS's current main entrance to the forecourt of the
neighbouring ‘Officerspladsen’ square. The Dome will rise 9m
above ground level. Whilst the first two underground galleries
are almost completely hidden, only a change in the landscape
hints at the larger building hidden under the ramp.

James Turrell is one of the world's leading artists working with
light and colors with permanent installations in over 26 coun-
tries. His works have the common feature that they embrace
the audience through light and color effects. Turrell’s colorful
room installations are reminiscent of three-dimensional light
paintings, where he connects the earthly with the heavenly
and body and sense with the mind and thought. The Next

Level is his biggest project within a museum context.
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