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The Necessity of a

Broad Education
D AmHBNNEM

n According to a survey, which was based on the responses of over
188,000 students, today’s traditional-age college freshmen are “more
materialistic and less altruistic” than at any time in the 17 years of the
poll.

a Not surprising in these hard times, the student’s major objective “is
to be financially well off. Less important than ever is developing a
meaningful philosophy of life.” It follows then that today the most
popular course is not literature or history but accounting.

Interest in teaching, social service and the “altruistic” fields is at a
low. On the other hand, enrollment in business programs, engineering
and computer science is way up.

u That's no surprise either. A friend of mine (a sales representative
for a chemical company) was making twice the salary of her college
instructors her first year on the job—even before she completed her
two-year associate degree.

a While it's true that we all need a career, it is equally true that our
civilization has accumulated an incredible amount of knowledge in fields
far removed from our own and that we are better for our
understanding of these other contributions—be they scientific or artistic.
It is equally true that, in studying the diverse wisdom of others, we
learn how to think. More important, perhaps, education teaches us to
see the connections between things, as well as to see beyond our
immediate needs.

ﬂ Weekly we read of umions who went on strike for higher wages,
only to drive their employer out of business. No company; no job. How
shortsighted in the long run!



ﬁ But the most important argument for a broad education is that in
studying the accumulated wisdom of the ages, we improve our moral
sense. I saw a cartoon recently which shows a group of businessmen
looking puzzled as they sit around a conference table; one of them is
talking on the intercom: “Miss Baxter,” he says, “could you please send
in someone who can distinguish right from wrong?”

From the longterm point of view, that's what education really
ought to be about.
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\Early Education of Children
2) LRSS

ﬂ In bringing up children, every parent watches eagerly the child’s
acquisition of each new skill—the first spoken words, the first
independent steps, or the beginning of reading and writing. It is often
tempting to hurry the child beyond his natural learning rate, but this
can set up dangerous feelings of failure and states of worry in the
child. This might happen at any stage. A baby might be forced to use
a toilet too early, a young child might be encouraged to learn to read
before he knows the meaning of the words he reads. On the other
hand, though, if a child is left alone too much, or without any learning
opportunities, he loses his natural enthusiasm for life and his desire to
find out new things for himself.

ﬂ Parents vary greatly in their degree of strictness towards their
children. Some may be especially strict in money matters. Others are
severe over times of coming home at night or punctuality for meals. In
general, the controls imposed represent the needs of the parents and
the values of the community as much as the child’s own happiness.

ﬂ As regards the development of moral standards in the growing
child, consistency is very important in parental teaching. To forbid a
thing one day and excuse it the next is no foundation for morality.
Also, parents should realize that “example is better than precept”. If
they are not sincere and do not practise what they preach, their
children may grow confused and emotionally insecure when they grow
old enough to think for themselves, and realize they have been to
some extent fooled.

A sudden awareness of a marked difference between their parents’
principles and their morals can be a dangerous disappointment.
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| The Significance of Books
3) BRI X

ﬂ A bookless life is an incomplete life. Books influence the depth and
breadth of life. They meet the natural desire for freedom, for
expression, for creativity and beauty of life. Learners, therefore, must
have books, and the right type of book, for the satisfaction of their
need. Readers turn naturally to books because their curiosity
concerning all manners of things, their eagemess to share in the
experiences of others and their need to escape from their own limited
environment lead them to find in books food for the mind and the
spirit. Through their reading they find a deeper significance to life as
books acquaint them with life in the world as it was and it is now.
They are presented with a diversity of huinan experiences and come to
respect other ways of thought and living. And while establishing their
own relationships and responses to life, the readers often find that the
characters in their stories are going through similar adjustments, which
help to clarify and give significance to their own.

1 Books provide abundant material for readers’ imagination to grow.
Imagination is a valuable quality and a metivating power, and
stimulates achievement. While enriching their imagination, books widen
their outlook, develop a fact-finding attitude and train them to use
leisure properly. The social and educational significance of the readers’
books cannot be overestimated in an academic library.
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F ather’s Impact on a Child’s
Language Development
1) R FIES KRN0

n In families with two working parents, fathers may have more impact
on a child’s language development than mothers, a new study suggests.

Researchers recruited 92 families from 11 child care centers before
their children were a year old, interviewing each to establish income,
level of education and child care arrangements. Overall, it was a group
of well-educated middle-class families, with married parents both living
in the home.

When the children were 2, researchers videotaped them at home in
free-play sessions with both parents, recording all of their speech. The
study will appear in the November issue of The Jowrnal of Applied
Developmental Psychology.

The scientists measured the total number of utterances of the
parents, the number of different words they used, the complexity of
their sentences and other aspects of their speech. On average, fathers
spoke less than mothers did, but they did not differ in the length of
utterances or proportion of questions asked.

a Finally, the researchers analyzed the children’s speech at age 3,
using a standardized language test. The only predictors of high scores
on the test were the mother’s level of education, the quality of child
care and the number of different words the father used.

The researchers are unsure why the father's speech, and not the
mother's, had an effect.

“It's well established that the mother's language does have an
impact,” said Nadya Pancsofar, the lead author of the study. It could
be that the high-functioning mothers in the study had already had a
strong influence on their children’s speech development, Ms. Pancsofar
said, “or it may be that mothers are contributing in a way we didn’t
measure in the study.”
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Sports
5) - iz

n Sport is not only physically challenging, but it can also be mentally
challenging. Criticism from coaches, parents, and other teammates, as
well as pressure to win can create an excessive amount of anxiety or
stress for young athletes. Stress can be physical, emotional, or
psychological, and research has indicated that it can lead to burnout.
Burnout has been described as dropping or quitting of an activity that
was at one time enjoyable.

a The early years of development are critical years for learning
about oneself. The sport setting is one where valuable experiences can
take place. Young athletes can, for example, learn how to cooperate
with others, make friends, and gain other social skills that will be used
throughout their lives. Coaches and parents should be aware, at all
times, that their feedback to youngsters can greatly affect their children.
Youngsters may take their parents’ and coaches’ criticisms to heart and
find a flaw in themselves.

ﬂ Coaches and parents should also be cautious that youth sport
participation does not become work for children. The outcome of the
game should not be more important than the process of learning the
sport and other life lessons. In today’s youth sport setting, young
athletes may be worrying more about who will win instead of enjoying
themselves and the sport. Following a game many parents and coaches
focus on the outcome and find fault with youngsters’ performances.
Positive reinforcement should be provided regardless of the outcome.
Research indicates that positive reinforcement meotivates and has a
greater effect on learning than criticism. Again, criticism can create
high levels of stress, which can lead to burnout. '
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