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Unit One History of Fishing

Unit One History of Fishing

Fishing is an activity of catching fish. It is an ancient practice dating back at least
40,000 years. Since the 16th century fishing vessels have been able to cross oceans in
pursuit of fish and since the 19th century it has been possible to use larger vessels and in
some cases process the fish on board. Fish are normally caught in the wild.

The term fishing may be applied to catching other aquatic animals such as shellfish,
cephalopods, crustaceans, and echinoderms. The term is not usually applied to catching
aquatic mammals, such as whales, where the term whaling is more appropriate, or to
farmed fish. In addition to providing food, modern fishing is also a recreational sport.

According to FAO' statistics, the total number of fishermen and fish farmers is
estimated to be 38 million. Fisheries and aquaculture provide direct and indirect
employment to over 500 million people. In 2005, the worldwide per capita consumption of
fish captured from wild fisheries was 14.4 kilograms, with an additional 7.4 kilograms

harvested from fish farms.
Text A Ancient Fishing and Modern Fishing

1. The ancient River Nile was full of fish; fresh and dried fish were a staple food for
much of the population. The Egyptians invented various implements and methods for
fishing and these are clearly illustrated in tomb scenes, drawings, and papyrus documents.
Simple reed boats served for fishing. Woven nets, weir baskets made from willow branches,
harpoons and hook and line were all being used. By the 12th dynasty, metal hooks with
barbs were being used. As is fairly common today, the fish were clubbed to death after
capture. Nile perch, catfish and eels were among the most important fish. Some
representations hint at fishing being pursued as a pastime.

2. Fishing scenes are rarely represented in ancient Greek culture, a reflection of the
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low social status of fishing. There is a wine cup, dating from 500 B.C., which shows a boy
crouched on a rock with a fishing-rod in his right hand and a basket in his left. In the water
below there is a rounded object of the same material with an opening on the top. This has
been identified as a fish-cage used for keeping live fish, or as a fish-trap. It is clearly not a
net. This object is currently in the Museum of Fine Arts, in Boston

3. Oppian of Corycus, a Greek author wrote a major treatise on sea fishing, the
Halieulica or Halieutika. This is the earliest such work to have survived intact to the
modern day. Oppian describes various means of fishing including the use of nets cast from
boats, scoop nets held open by a hoop, spears and tridents, and various traps “which work
while their masters sleep”. The Greek historian Polybius (203 B.C.—120 B.C.), in his
Histories, describes hunting for swordfish by using a harpoon with a barbed and
detachable head. Pictorial evidence of Roman fishing comes from mosaics which show
fishing from boats with rod and line as well as nets. Various species such as conger,
lobster, sea urchin, octopus and cuttlefish are illustrated.

4. In India, the Pandyas, a classical Dravidian Tamil kingdom, were known for the
pearl fishery as early as the 1st century B.C.. Their seaport Tuticorin was known for deep
sea pearl fishing. The Paravas, a Tamil caste centered in Tuticorin, developed a rich
community because of their pearl trade, navigation knowledge and fisheries.

5. The Moche people of ancient Peru depicted fishermen in their ceramics.

6. From ancient representations and literature it is clear that fishing boats were
typically small, lacking a mast or sail, and were only used close to the shore.

7. In traditional Chinese history, history begins with three semi-mystical and legendary
individuals who taught the Chinese the arts of civilization around 2800B.C.—2600 B.C:. of
these Fu Hsi was reputed to be the inventor of writing, hunting, trapping, and fishing.

8. Gillnets existed in ancient times as archaeological evidence from the Middle East
demonstrates that in North America, aboriginal fishermen used cedar canoes and natural
fiber nets, e.g. made with nettles or the inner bark of cedar. They would attach stones to the
bottom of the nets as weights, and pieces of wood to the top, to use as floats. This allowed
the net to suspend straight up and down in the water. Each net would be suspended either

from shore or between two boats. Native fishers in the Pacific Northwest, Canada, and
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Unit One History of Fishing

Alaska still commonly use gillnets in their fisheries for salmon and steelhead.

9. Both drift gillnets and set nets also have been widely adapted in cultures around the
world. The antiquity of gillnet technology is documented by a number of sources from
many countries and cultures. Japanese records trace fisheries exploitation, including
gillnetting, for over 3,000 years. Many relevant details are available concerning the Edo
period’. Fisheries in the Shetland Islands®, which were settled by Norsemen during the
Viking era4, share cultural and technological similarities with Norwegian fisheries,
including gillnet fisheries for herring. Many of the Norwegian immigrant fishermen who
came to fish in the great Columbia River salmon fishery during the second half of the 19th
century did so because they had experience in the gillnet fishery for cod in the waters
surrounding the Lofoten Islands’ of northern Norway. Gillnets were used as part of the
seasonal round by Swedish fishermen as well. Welsh and English fishermen gillnetted for
Atlantic salmon in the rivers of Wales and England in coracles, using hand-made nets, for
at least several centuries. These are but a few of the examples of historic gillnet fisheries
around the world.

10. Gillnetting was an early fishing technology in Colonial America, used for example,
in fisheries for Atlantic salmon and shad. Immigrant fishermen from northern Europe and
the Mediterranean brought a number of different adaptations of the technology from their
respective homelands with them to the rapidly expanding salmon fisheries of the Columbia
River from the 1860s forward. The boats used by these fishermen were typically around 25
feet (8 m) long and powered by oars. Many of these boats also had small sails and were
called "row-sail" boats.

11. At the beginning of the 20th century, steam powered ships would haul these
smaller boats to their fishing grounds and retrieve them at the end of each day. However, at
this time gas powered boats were beginning to make their appearance, and by the 1930s,
the row-sail boat had virtually disappeared, except in Bristol Bay, Alaska, where motors
were prohibited in the gillnet fishery by territorial law until 1951.

12. In 1931, the first powered drum was created by Laurie Jarelainen. The drum is a
circular device that is set to the side of the boat and draws in the nets. The powered drum

allowed the nets to be drawn in much faster and along with the faster gas powered boats,
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