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Preface

China is a beautiful treasure-house of ancient tales and folklore. Here are stories filled
with sincere reflection echoing the vast and deep spirit of our culture and civilization.
These represent the best of Chinese culture—tales that uphold a people’s sense of their
common origin.

This collection of First Books for Early Learning offers stories familiar to all
of us. Drawn from folklore and mythology, along with the origins of special days in
the traditional calendar and of famous places, these eighty books also recall ancient
physicians, philosophers and thinkers, figures famed for statecraft, generals, royalty,
prodigies and scientists, remembered through tales of wisdom and great poetry.

To give Chinese children all over the world an understanding of their ancestors’
lives, and the changes through the different ages of China’s history, scientific development
and achievements in arts and literature, we have brought together concise language with
most vivid illustrations. These ancient historical figures also give inspiration and ideas to
children to connect with their own roots.

As Chinese, we know Chinese history well as a son or a daughter knows his or her
family. Only with such knowledge can one possess a depth of passion and a sense of
responsibility. It is our wish that this collection will guide children at an early age to learn
from the history of our nation and to identify with the social progress and philosophical
spirit of the Chinese people. We hope our children will develop wider horizons of wisdom
to become open-minded yet with a rooted outlook on life.

First Books for Early Learning was originally compiled in Chinese for the children of
China. The writers and artists who contributed to this collection have used the perspective
of traditional literature and arts to interpret Chinese mythology, legends and history. We
hope this collection will be enjoyed by Chinese people—and, now in translation, also by
people all over the world—and all children who want to learn more about China.

Zhao Zhenwan
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Zhao Kuangyin was the founding emperor of the Song
Dynasty (960-1279). He was born into a general’s family
during the Five Dynasties and Ten States Period (907-979).
His father, Zhao Hongyin, was an officer in the imperial
guards of the Later Tang Dynasty (923-936). Under his
family’s influence, Zhao Kuangyin had given up a scholarly
education, and from childhood concentrated on training
in the martial arts. His accomplishments in such arts were

outstanding.
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As a young man Zhao Kuangyin had great ambitions
for himself. The year he turned 20 he bid his parents and
wife farewell and left Luoyang. He traveled far, wandering
about, looking for opportunities to realize his dreams and

ambitions.
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Later, Zhao Kuangyin responded to calls to serve in the military and
join the army. He enlisted as a common soldier under the supervision of
Guo Wei, senior general of the Later Han Dynasty (947-950). Soon after,
with internal conflicts within the Later Han court, Guo Wei successfully
raised a rebellion against the Later Han throne. Guo Wei crowned himself
monarch, and established the Later Zhou Dynasty (951-960). As Zhao
Kuangyin played a role in the rebellion, he was promoted by Guo Wei to
become a junior officer of the imperial guards. After Guo Wei’s death, his
adopted son, Chai Rong, became the King of the Later Zhou Dynasty.
Chai Rong had always been aware of Zhao Kuangyin’s outstanding ability
as a military leader, and knew him to be a brave and fierce fighter — a
warrior with quick wits. He promoted Zhao Kuangyin to the position of

senior general of the imperial guards.
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Chai Rong placed great trust in Zhao Kuangyin and
came to heavily rely on him. After Chai Rong took over
the throne, in his endeavors to unify China he many times
led his powerful army to invade the states of Northern
Han, Liao, Later Shu, Southern Tang, and other powers
arising through divisions. During each of his conquering
expeditions, Chai Rong always made sure Zhao Kuangyin
stayed by his side, and always entrusted him with the most
important missions. Zhao Kuangyin, in return, won most
of those battles and provided the most outstanding service
to the King.
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