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4 | The Red and the Black

BOOK ONE

CHAPTER 1 A Small Town

The small town of Verrieres may be regarded as one of the mosi attractive in
France. Its white houses with their high roofs of red ﬁi{eéiare spread over theiélopé‘; of a
hill, and the entire town is sheltered on the north by a high mountain. A(torrent) which
comes tearing down from the mountain passes through Verrieres, provides power for
the numerous wood—cutting businesses in the area.

No sooner has one entered the town than one is startled by the noise of a particu-
lar local factory, where enormous hammers transform little (scraps) of iron into nails.
When asking the townspeople to whom it belongs, he is told: "It belongs to the May—
or."

Provided the traveller',;_.haltsjfor a few moments in this main street of Verrieres,
chances are that he will see a tall man appear,with a busy, important air. At the sight

of him every hat is quickly raised. The visitor's first impression may be one of dignity.

But soon this will change, ’{{_I;]tinlalelgl'eﬁulting in the visitor feeling that this man's tal-

ent is confined to securing the exact payment of what—ever i1s owed to him and to

J-F"""

postponing payment till the last possible moment when he is the debtor. Such is the
-
Mayor of Verrieres, Mr.de Renal.

His home, about a hundred meters down from Town Hall, is a rather imposing one
with beautiful gardens, built extensively around it. In fact, they are so extensive that a

peasant's wood —cutting mill recently had to be relocated in order to make room for

- e ——

further gardening property. The stubborn peasant, known as Sorel did not agree to the

e e ——

move unless he was paid handsomely. Mr. de Renal handed over a large sum of cash

d"""—-_-__‘_______-d--"-"ﬁ“

and the deal was sealed. Sorel became rather wealthy then and began to be known as

———————

Pere.
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6 | The Red and the Black

It was a fine day in autumn and Mr. de Renal was strolling down the town's main

— e

avenue, his lady on his arm. Madame de Renal looked like a woman of thirty, but was

still extremely pretty.
"He may live to regret the day, that fine gentleman from Paris," Mr. de Renal was
saying in a tone of annoyance. "I myself am not entirely without friends at Court..."
This fine gentleman from Paris, so disliked by the Mayor of Verrieres was none

other than Mr. Appert, who, a couple of days earlier, had contrived to make his way

|

not only into the prison and the poorhouse of Verrieres but also into the hospital, ad-
ministered and funded by the Mayor and the principal landowners of the neighbor-
hood. He was given a tour of these various localities by the priest, Mr. Chelan, who
had been at the church of Verrieres for most of his life. *

"But," Madame de Renal put in timidly, "what harm can this gentleman from

Paris do you, since you provide for the welfare of the poor with the most conscientious

e e

honesty?"

"He has only come to cast blame, and then he'll go back and have articles put in
the Liberal papers."

"You never read them, my dear."

"But people tell us about those articles; all that distracts us, and hinders us from

doing good. As for me, I shall never forgive the priest."
.__/"L/

FE
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8 | The Red and the Black

CHAPTER 2 The Bread of the Poor

At six o'clock in the morning, Mr. Appert, armed with an introduction to the
priest from Paris, arrived in town, and went directly to the church.

As he read the letter addressed to him by the head priest, who was also the
wealthiest landowner in the province, the local priest, Chelan, became lost in thought.

"The town leaders won't like this. But [ am old and liked here," he murmured to
himself at length, "they would never dare! " Turning at once to the gentleman from
Paris, he said: "Come with me, Sir, and in the presence of the superintendents of the
poorhouse, be so good as not to express any opinion of the things we sl;all see-.""

Mr. Appert accompanied the priest, visited the prison, the hospital, the poorhouse,
asked many questions and, notwithstanding strange answers, did not allow himself to

utter the least word of reproach.

B

This visit lasted for some hours. And such are the events which, commented upon
and exaggerated in twenty different ways, had been arousing for the last two days all
the evil passions of the little town of Verrieres.

That morning, accompanied by Mr.Valenod, the governor of the poorhouse, the
Mayor had gone to the priest's house, to inform him of their extreme displeasure. The
priest felt the full force of their words.

"Well, gentlemen, I shall be the third priest, eighty years of age, to be deprived of
his living in this district. 1 have been here for fifty—six years; I shall live in the town
all the same. You all know that forty—eight years ago I inherited a piece of land which
brings me enough money to live upon. I shall live upon it and nothing more."

Mr. de Renal lived with his wife and three sons. One day, during their usual walk
through town he said: "I am quite determined to engage Sorel's son to be our children's
tutor. He is a young priest, a good Latin scholar, and will bring the children on; for

he has a strong character, Father Chelan says. I shall give him 300 francs and
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