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Preface

Zhejiang printmaking has a long history, while Zhejiang is one of the cradlelands where Mr. Lu Xun had
promoted “Burgeoning Printmaking”. As an important format of arts, printmaking played a special role
and gained achievements no matter in wartime or in peacetime.

Along with development of the society and the enhancement of the international cultural
communications, Zhejiang printmaking has formed a distinctive characteristic with vivid regional feature,
profound theme and embedded image-portrait. Multi-type inventions of works and exquisite techniques
help Zhejiang printmaking get outstanding achievement and make it shine in the progress of China
printmaking's development, which makes Zhejiang printmaking gains the important status in the
printmaking circle in China. This book assembles many excellent works of Zhejiang printmakers’, and
in @ manner, this book is a review for the past 15 years of Zhejiang printmaking works. Readers can
clearly see the trace of development of Zhejiang printmaking in this period.

Zhejiang provincial Party committee and provincial government pay much attention on culture
construction. At the beginning of this century, they had put forward the strategic objective and framed
compendium to build a province with cultural superiority. Especially after Fourth Plenary Session of
the 16th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, these two departments had set “Quick-
ening the construction of province with culture superiority” as the content of implementing “Eight-
Eight Stratagem” and “Prospering the culture” as the important target of constructing “Safe Zhejiang
Project”, which push forward the development of economy, politics, culture in Zhejiang and the whole
progress of the society. In July 2005, Zhejiang provincial Party committee held the 11" Collectivity
conference (8" Plenary), researching on the quickening progress on constructing province with cul-
ture superiority. This conference has discussed and passed “The decision on quickening the con-
structing the Province with culture Superiority by China Communist Party Zhejiang Provincial Party
Committee”, which sets glorious and arduous tasks for artists and also offers great opportunities for
development of Zhejiang Culture constructions.

Culture exquisite is the important mark and achievement of the construction of province with culture
superiority. Trying to produce works that reflect people’s life and the progress of the whole society
and is popular in mass, which should be the inescapable responsibility for our artists, Zhejiang
printmakers are responsible to push forward the Chinese printmaking project. As we cast back the

past 15 years that Zhejiang Printmaking has paid on its progress, we are confident that Zhejiang
printmakers will makes new resplendence in the future.

Minister of Culture Department of Zhejiang Province
Mr. Yang Jianxin
October 16, 2005
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Foreword

With the support and sponsor of Mr. Lu Xun, China’s burgeoning printmaking art has under-
gone 74 years. It has been 15 years since the Zhejiang Province Printmakers’ Association
undertook the 10th Nationwide Art Exhibition in 1990. This period is also the decade for our
modernization to achieve great progress. The communication between China and foreign coun-
tries has been enlarged, while the construction and development of engraving art teaching
methods have also been updated. The emergence of new artists and works has become an
important mark for the printmaking art of Zhejiang Province in this new period.

Mr. Chen Xuhai's chiaroscuro woodcut ---- “Everyman” series was awarded the golden prize in
National Art Exhibition after its publication. In 1999, Mr. Cai Feng and Mr. Shen Ligong creatively
produced the work “Old Tree Memorial Ceremony ---- Reporting to the Fact That Tianmu
Mountain’s Old Trees Were Stolen” with the concern to the environment-protection, they use
the method of watermark and rubbing to express the theme, which receives great evaluations.
At the same year, Mr. Han Likun’'s work “Report From the Development District ---- Consider-
ation On those 20,000 Pieces of Hangovers in the Second World War”, which opens out the
crimes that Japanese Fascists has done to us. Mr. Zhu Weimin produced “Yellow River Cho-
rus” to memorize that the Yellow River Chorus was made for 60 years. This works shows the
glorious scene of Yellow River with multi-menu, expressing the heroism that our brave people
made great effort to resist the fascists.

Along with the heritage of the traditional watermark and wood engraving techniques in “Zizhu
Chamber”, we made a brand-new progress in the research on consummating those techniques.
Many aspects like engraving, color overprint with woodcut and watermark, rubbing has ac-
quired bigger development space, which makes the traditional techniques exert more creative
potentials. Skilled mastery of etching, lithography, serigraphy and engraving art has rounded
into a new era, meanwhile, the theme of the topics has been extended. New language and
conception have been the new pursuit for our youth artists. The development of ontic language
techniques in engraving has made a remarkable progress, which promotes the diversification
of engraving artis style and also provides a much more wide space for it.

Our printmakers and numerous youth artists should take regarding people’s life as their own
responsibility. People’s life is always the principal part of our concerns. We have to work hard
and improve our own culture in order to produce more and more inspiring works.

Zhao Zongzao
September 2005
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