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Zhejiang is located in the south east of China. It is one of the most
flourishing economic areas in the country. It has relics like Kuahu
Culture, Hemudu Culture, and Liangzhu Culture dating back 4000-
8000 years. In the river of history thereafter, literature and art
boomed around the West Lake; the heritage of traditional crafts
went on continuously on this land along the Yangtze River, and the
two intertwined, shone glamorously together. Today the cultural
development in this area is all the more diversified and splendid.

It was in this place that Zhejiang Arts & Crafts Imp. & Exp. Co.,
Ltd was founded, an integration of two previously independent
companies: Zhejiang Fine Art Industrial Company and China
Arts & Crafts Imp. & Exp. Co. , Zhejiang Branch. It was a reform
of institution at the time, integrating trade with industry. This
characteristic feature makes it an indispensible part of the job
for the company to boost national cultural development while
promoting the province’s foreign trade business. In the 80s of last
century, when China entered a new development stage, tremendous
changes took place everywhere, and the field of art was no
exception. Artists embraced new notions of art, and were willing
to experiment with all sorts of art forms. As a result, distinctive
and refreshing works of art kept showing up. The company took
the chance, and started its art collection, convinced that it would be
a meaningful thing to do. First, the art collection could be used as
a window to show to the world the marvelous works of art of our
nation. Secondly, it was a platform, where the professionals in this
business could exchange ideas and techniques, and learn to improve

their capability of design and innovation. Thirdly, it could preserve
the best works of our artists, and leave a cultural fortune for our
descendants. The collecting work began in 1981, and after three
decades of hard work, the collection has become quite sizable now
and is highly praised by people from all walks of life. 2011 is the
30th year of the company’s founding. We take this opportunity to
publish our collection to pay tribute to the Chinese art and culture,
and for people to share the beauty of art with us.

We started preparing materials for the book in April 2010, and
finished editing in Oct. of the same year. There are altogether 161
pieces (sets) of articles included in this book, 88 pieces (sets) of
which are crafts, 73 pieces calligraphies and paintings. They are
productions made in the last 30 years also, starting from 1978, by
esteemed calligraphers and painters, well-known college professors,
senior craftsmen, national and provincial fine art masters, and other
professionals. These articles are a miniature of art and cultural
development of the contemporary era, a reflection of the works
of art during that period. They are of great value in art, and in art
history.

We hope this book would lead you to the art world, and be a gift to
those who cherish art.

Zhejiang Arts & Crafts Imp. & Exp. Co., Ltd.
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In celebration of the 30th anniversary of Zhejiang Arts & Crafts
Imp. & Exp. Co., Ltd. , General Manager Yang Changgen decided
to publish its collection of art treasures and various kinds of
precious crafts the company has built up through the years. That’s
why I am asked, to edit the album and to write a few words about
these collected items. Now the first draft of the book has finally
taken shape. Sitting in front of the table, I am overwhelmed with
emotions about these treasures and the stories behind them. Picking
up the pen, I start to write this essay, in commemoration of the
company’s 30th birthday, to fulfill the assignment given by the
general manager, and also to pay tribute to the art that I love dearly.

In 1965, 1 went to study at the Arts and Crafts Section in Zhejiang
Academy of Fine Arts, and after graduation in 1965, was assigned
to work at Zhejiang Arts & Crafts Research Institute. My life has
been linked with arts and crafts industry thereafter. In 1981, when
Zhejiang Arts & Crafts Imp. & Exp. Corp. was founded, in order to
upgrade the overall manufacturing level of arts and crafts industry,
and to enhance co-operation between trade and manufacturing, the
leaders of the Second Light Industry Department then transferred
me to work in this company, and appointed me to be the chief
of the sample and advertisement department, in charge of the
sample selection and collection work. Being in the arts and crafts
industry that yields products with art and cultural value, I had the
conviction that the company should not only work on promoting
production and export, but also engage itself in the development
of art and culture. As an “eye” for the company, and with the
leaders” instruction in mind, I started visiting artists and craftsmen
in various places, introducing their works to the company, and
through further communication, finally got the company the
finest articles that could reflect the times. The communication
strengthened ties between the company and the artists, provided
the company with professional advises, and enabled the two sides
work together to contribute to the export business of arts and crafts.
To me, it was also a good opportunity to learn from these artists, as
I always regarded myself a pupil. It enlarged my vision, increased
my knowledge about the business, and eventually nourished my
taste for art. During this process, 1 also had the honor of meeting
renowned calligraphers, painters, and fine art masters both on
national and provincial levels, and other excellent craftsmen and

technicians. I was lucky to witness many of their marvelous works,
impressed by their profound understanding and persistent pursuit
of art. I recall paying a visit to the president of National Academy
of Fine Arts, Zhang Ding, who spoke to me thoughtfully while
showing me the wonderful paintings he had kept for himself,
“Student Tianen, the thing you do is quite meaningful. It could help
to preserve the treasures of art and culture for future generations. Be
persistent.” Today, whenever I see these valuable pieces stored in
the company’s art gallery, that were handed over to me personally
by these esteemed artists, their images would come vividly to my
mind, and my thoughts would fly back.

Nowadays, Zhejiang's arts and crafts industry has flourished
tremendously and Zhejiang Arts & Crafts Imp. & Exp. Co. Ltd.
has reached its prime stage. The art collection the company
possesses demonstrates the essence of art of our nation, and more
importantly, it records the aspirations and dreams of the artists
of several generations. Back in the 70s, when the country first
started its reform, these artists, who had suffered a lot during the
Cultural Revolution, and still intimidated by the lingering impact,
unswervingly held to their pursuit of art, because they had strong
faith in the future of our nation, and believed the spring of art would
come soon. They infused all their passion and love into art, and
created a myriad of artworks that would shine brightly forever in
the art world in China and in the whole world.

[ am an art lover, especially like to appreciate works of art. These
master pieces could not only provide aesthetic enjoyment, they
are also thought-provoking. It is truly an intoxicating activity, just
like picking flowers in a garden. I love arts and crafts. I am often
touched by the amazing works of those artists, whose devotion to
art triggers a resembling feeling that has been stirring in my heart
all these years. This love for art is inexplicable. 1 hope this essay,
titled “picking blossoms in the garden of art”, could help to tell
what I feel about art, and to express my highest respect for these
artists.

Lei Tianen

Summer, 2010, at Yutian Hut in Hangzhou
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