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Abstract

Shanghai Baoshan is located where the Yangtze River and
Huangpu River converge to flow into the sea. In 1412, in order to
facilitate navigation, a small hill was constructed under the auspices
of the royal court on the beach of what is now Gaogiao Pudong.
Baoshan, meaning “the treasure hill”, was authorized by the
Emperor Yongle. In 1724, what is now Baoshan area disengages
itself from the eastern boundary of Jiading County and establishes
itself as a separate county called Baoshan.

Situated on China’s most strategic crossroads, Baoshan has
always been a bone of contention because of its unique geographic
position. In the Ming Dynasty’s War against Japanese, the Qing
Dynasty’s Opium War and the 1 « 28 and 8 « 13 battles against the
Japanese in the 1930s, the people of Baoshan defied the foreign
invaders and fought bravely against them, showing the noble spirit
of the Chinese people.

In 1876, the first railway in China came into operation between
Shanghai and Wusong. Liu Kunyi, a viceroy, and Zhang Qian an
entrepreneur, made their efforts to open a commercial port in
Wusong in 1898 and 1920 respectively, which were pilot projects in
developing Wusong. In Baoshan area, dozens of universities, high
schools and technical schools sprang up in modern times, the most
well-known of which were China University, Fudan University,

Tongji University, and the school established by Tao Xingzhi, an

T

o




educator. Many personalities in history either visited or mentioned
Baoshan in their poems and essays.

The author of the book spent three whole years collecting and
selecting from all kinds of books and magazines nearly 400 poems or
passages concerning the history of Baoshan. The book consists of
five sections entitled respectively “the vicissitudes of Baoshan”,
“the metamorphosis of Wusong”, “elegies about heroics in fort”,
“an ode to brave fighters in the war against the Japanese”, and “a
miscellaneous assortment of essays and poems by personalities”.

The book is readable in providing literature of historical value,
to which I hope lovers of literature and history will take a fancy.
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