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Rl i BR BT _EARTE T AE & 52 B i
SFNET[E]: “1839 E FHEH A", &
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i, A A X & i B Z DA B
TR TEWE., —NAZE. 8% A
CHFRAFL T gL RS
%« H§3 ( Pietro Mechetti ).
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Z ) B EE—F 5y %A LR H
HERER “1838 EF4Ethy”, X 5
W bR R B E R A B B E R .
Kt , &F € 52 BUOZAE & BB Y s ) A
Mm%,

CBTHL{a XU ith ) Op. 18 %1 i
HRIAET 18394FE 2 A 26 H &K%
ZH NIRRT - LR,
17 € 44 2K ) Op. 20 B9 & 2% H A4 3
H 10 B, {FEZ ) 0p. 19 MFH%A
HH R R A R 3% B[R] — R L TR B A
HifZME, &2 F6 A 18 HTEKLH
BEAGE ML, ZORIH mERR,
ZJEMXF 7 A 13 HaigEl#H & *&
T 4E 5 Op. 18 & 0p. 20 B ff & HUGIE
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B 791 40 B 1] g AR T LR B T, 8
HSH&#EEACHEIRREES N
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B E — s RERT D - B
( Friederike von Serre ), it [Fl &7 2 —H
RIFEEENRIEEEFEMAF,

CBTh A XA ith ) B FRn 42
AR, BT LRI EN Gl
LM IT I Z 50 (FEZHK)
MR FRAEH . B, PR
AR ME— AR KA R, 78
IFANBIA P FE R R CA EIFRE
AVEMZA N RERE, HAA iR
R A ety A5 LA G e B A
AN,

Bk Op.20
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HIFRIE , A AERAEH ( Biedermeier )
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18 ROMEF e 5| 9 R R IEA
) “da B RIFEAE S 2Z AT, X —HE
LELBAMAER—FCF L
e BT & A#MITEZ . B,
2 G Rk ) B9t R 3 Bl
FL/RTE - &4 ( Oswald Lorenz ) &
F 18384 12 A 25 HEE T —R ¥
WP EZEH T X —3CF R,
B 58 B HL - 4E 55( Clara Wieck )
CGEEM YOp. 10 RN 2 —8 “Bd B
#”, KL R —H, CBUR TR )
( Hamburger Neue Zeitung ) | H)—7%s
TELLERET &SR LNH
128 IFFRET R4 B HARE NS ith
¥k “RFE M BRAE S

8T 1838 EHEIFIRTESRLIL S
T (B i ) Op. 20 BYBIME. SR
LEf b I RO E ZAEm 4. 7
HEpLhL - 4R CGRriB 2 &
) BP0 T — B 23 /MVITIEE
WER, H#bRich “1838 44 A7,
X—EfEfER R T (B ) f5
FORA AL, WA “PFE” #5).
1838 4F 9 A &F &4ty , ek B
fbE 40 B C W FARTER , (B R H
AR LR AR, E—AMFRE
— T b, g 8A BN 2 14 /N
(/N5 1 2 37), HIAbRIC A “YEth s,
183942 H 2 H”, 8k “— & 4 Al
BEMBFIRTZE" (KA A2), I HE#kSA
WERFR - HE/RHE - B5(Karl
Georg Likl ), X173 FHi T 1839 4£4]
FFIR B, B TAE fh 2 J5 2 W A
T 40 43X 4y F R AR T 1% 7 B i it
(A A3 ), BIAF R 693 2 799 /i,
ZI R B B FRa R E ik, W
AL EEST S L 1EmA N h 2 /Y
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AR R AMfE X — 2
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XEBAE ST 1839 4E 3 AWM T
Yethh. 763 A 11 BEA TR - 4
SEHIE & S 0 b AR O el
BRHH Do BEHT— K, &F 8 W KPR 20 hit
FH B B A 32 A5k 4 4 . 4 H Wi R A
B -l 6 H18 H, EHF BB
(83 Lo 85 , i B i gl LA A bR
B4 B AR, 183947 A 13
H #gl # AR ET & 2 Bk Z 8, I [
FEBIEET SR |, MEVI UK &
REREAE 8 A 8 HER s . HINC
BRHf ) B8 K47 T 1839 4F 8 A, R
HEMR - MEBZFILWH - 5 - 6
a5, ik : B e - REFA(Julie
von Webenau, née Baroni-Cavalcabo ),
iR EH AR/ N ILFRESE., 8
BHT 1835 F1ER HLHH 5 I F R
LAARIR, I HAEZE 988 B el 5
HEX,

AE il 44 BT 358 19 3 AR R - 3E
EAEMGE AT SME IR, TR &
HFFMEHEW. L AREBERX—
TR W B T R EF & X A AR &
HE WREMFEER - & - 78
HIVEL : BB A B AR —i7]
AT SR B R aX A 1) 7R 7 N B AR
Z H B TR R R R S A
HiETP A ERTEEKALSZ
xR, — M EEEL), B —1
= W —JRERE BE MR
B mmYsgs, XRBTRIR
T ZEAAFAE . R FEFAT]E K
KEIVEFKIL - f£/K(Jean Paul ) \G?
Fo Mt AR B 2 B [ X L B R EE &

BEZTHRMNECHF KBTI E ¢
BH,” &F & Xt e BR” Gk B
filt R W 7 o A B ik - PRIRIY
(E2£598 ) (Vorschule der Asthetik |
1804 ), Ti{R 18 3 SCHA B IE 2% E 1
B—A L FEE, 545KNHARHE
xR,k - RRER R X —AR
18k A 1E B b —Fh R B R A
— b BB A AT JER G Y R B R
© 0[5 o R — AT LA R B A
A R TR A R . MR R, N
& ) — o R 1 OB ) S M BB T
B AT LA LA — o B A0 i i B =K
BT BB R SL 22 I E A e —
o X EARPT A RS RS —
FhEr AT . 78
AR S S g EENES S
LA B BUEE P o HG G e BR AT 1 BT R
2 R T A A UM R B
PRV L 2 R & 8 i R
IR J2 1 ), ALt 20 B 2= A B ik
1B FRR A9 38 98 T TR E
& & WE MR PHLE N —m(EEE
I )o

FERIEC Bkt ) Z a7, FF 25
REXESHTRTESPERMS
B BRI (L 4 i (%
FUHIIE ) V455 60 1tk C. HTHEOH F
SHMER -, KERTHEE
A& A2 ), 183444 A 10
H,8—&2Z =510 KHZFER),
183948 H7THH AT 4 B
R - BGE R - DL SR BME AR (il
BRith ) SeAthae Sk 1k B BIAE L BOAE

H B AR R, I BB = B i)
MR — T MhAX—Fh ik IEA
A NBBIRAT, 1E 183943 A 11
HER P - gFiifE, &2
BEPER B O 1 BIEX & 1E & B O
HARE: “BE-EHRBLERT
A, A B i A o 7 32
2 —FZEK. PRATLUR S, B
R ED Rl £ K i 3R l Op. 20 52 4F 3 &
BT RAOXFRE, IREENSHE
FE RS AW, 8, 51E,
AFER,”

X X AR B A i 963 /T TE
SE BRI, FEAEE BUR A R B i
[ X FZAE fh 7E T8 X b B HoAth [0 &5
T8 UHES T X ‘B i B R
H (B ) 728 SRR XS
AR 77 A, 2 AR B 7 - R. BT f
/R( Bernhard R.Appel ) fif # “M $5 E
BEAREAMMAE AHFYR 19 L b
At F R BT E — LB
Ff - &7 2 W EAE 5 (3K th ) Op.20
" RS BE R B L1981,
5 294 B H 2 5 ).V Z AR 92
T A 2 ki 152 2 R A A o P M
MIME S, 244 A LARLYE i 2
ARBEIE X HEE M BEATHA R, B2k
NERAE B
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P B L7 B B iR BR BB kAT
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£ BMERTIHAL - F S Wik
NTF A 2l 3R ), 307 itk 2
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Publishing Group,2001 . FE T
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( Ferdinand Schumann ) fi# Bl . “Ui %
HARR, AN B AR A Sk
M XBLINER. B—Bd /MR
TR 358 RHZ G/ ) @A
BRI 1 AR, AT H R AR Y
YR BT & 5 SR A B [ A AR S
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L 24 qn o] 3t 435 7RI SE — 4T 4k
(5 251 2 274 /1) B L2
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—HE T 18834 5 A 14 HK KR
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F 18 %2 1 e 1 0 A R 4 — b S EE,
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AR X B RA AR A2, Bk
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S, XA AT LA —3F B #18 “1839
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X BT R K4 ok B A A
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B85 B 18 30 SURAE S BFFT Y
— P R
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IX
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Preface

With this six-volume set we present all
of Robert Schumann’s (1810-50)
works for solo piano, in the first critical
edition since Clara Schumann’s com-
plete edition of 1879-93. The works —
38 in total — appear in ascending opus
number order (with two works without
opus number placed at the end of vol-
ume VI). Although such a sequence does
not follow a strict chronological order,
and breaks up genres and groups of
works that belong together, our arrange-
ment at least allows the pieces to be
located quickly.

The present volume — no. IV - con-
tains opus nos. 17-23. These were com-
posed between the beginning of 1838
and March 1839, except for the g-minor

Piano Sonata. op. 22, which falls out-
side this time frame. It was composed
earlier, in 1833-35, practically contem-
poraneously with the Sonata in f§ minor
op. 11. but was then revised again in the
winter of 1836-37, and finally received
a new finale at the end of 1838. The
seven works were printed between May

1838 and June 1840.

Fantasie op. 17

Schumann’s great Fantasie in C major
op. 17 was initiated by a “call to Beet-
hoven’s admirers”, published by the
“Bonner Verein fur Beethovens Monu-
ment” (Bonn Society for Beethoven’s
Monument) ou i7 December 1835,
Beethoven's 05" birthday. It appeared
in numerous German newspapers and
also, on 8 April 1836, in the periodical
NEUE ZEITSCHRIFT FUR MUSIK, which
Schumann himself still edited at the
time. Schumann added to it a four-part,
not uncritical text signed Florestan,
Jonathan, Eusebius and Raro, and later
included it in his Gesammelte Schriften.
Schumann had in mind to donate the
proceeds of a new composition to the
Bonn Beethoven monument. and he not-
ed down the idea in his diary on 9 Sep-
tember 1836: “Idea for Beethoven.” The
Sonata for Beethoven — the original title
of the Fantasie op. 17 — was then “fin-
ished at beginning of December except
for a few minor details” (entry in his di-
ary at the end of December 1836). On
19 December he wrote to the publisher
Friedrich Kistner in Leipzig: “Florestan
and Eusebius would very much like to
do something for Beethoven’s monu-
ment and to this end have written some-
thing which goes by the following title:
Ruinen, Trophaeen, Palmen. Grand So-
nata for Pianoforte. For Beethoven’s
Monument. In the event that you should
wish to take the work under your pro-
tection, I would ask you to let the Bonn
Committee have one hundred compli-
mentary copies, which the committee
would soon dispose of. The proceeds
from these (around 80 thaler) would be
for the monument.” It is therefore high-
ly relevant that. at the close of the first
movement (M. 295 ff.), there is a refer-
ence to the well-known passage in the

last of Beethoven’s songs in his cycle An
die ferne Geliebte “Nimm sie hin denn,
diese Lieder.” It seems, though, that the
idea of a Sonate fiir Beethoven faded
further and further into the background
as time went by, and was probably
eclipsed by other aspects even while the
piece was being written. It is no accident
that the en(l. of the last movement,
which was originally supposed to take
up once again the Beethoven citation
from the end of the first part, is deleted
in the engraver’s copy. Instead, other
agendas came to the fore. On 18 March
1838 Schumann wrote to Clara in refer-
ence to the Fantasie: “The first move-
ment is probably the most passionate
[Eva Weissweiler’s reading here is ‘most
artful’] I have ever written — a deep lam-
entation for you — the others are weaker,
but they don’t exactly need to hang their
heads in shame.” In the same letter
Schumann said that he had “drafted”
the Fantasie “in detail, in June 1836.”
The conclusion must then be that if his
memory did not fail him in this particu-
lar instance, he in any case initially
wrote the piece without “Beethoven at
the back of his mind.” When the Bonn
monument was finally completed and
unveiled in August 1845 as the first
Beethoven statue in Germany, Schu-
mann no longer took any notice of it.
Nor is the motto placed at the beginning
of the first edition of the work in any
way connected with the original im-
pulse.

After the collapse of the aforemen-
tioned negotiations with Kistner on
publishing the work, it was put aside for
a while. Several entries in Schumann’s
diary in the years following make men-
tion of “Fantasies”, but it is not clear
whether he means the Fantasiestiicke
op. 12 or the three parts of the Fantasie
op. 17. One may safely assume that the
C-major Fantasie underwent a number
of further revisions during this time.
Schumann also changed the headings to
the movements in the course of these re-
visions, and in a letter to Clara on 16
April 1838 he now called them “Ruins,
Victory Arch and Constellation.” The
overall title of the work then became
“Dichtungen™ (Poems).



The title page of the autograph for
the 1°' movement (no autograph sur-
vives for the 2" and 3" movements)
still contains the old names and the opus
number 12. The new titles and the ded-
ication to Franz Liszt already appear in
the engraver’s copy, a copyist’s manu-
script that was checked by Schumann;
the opus number on its title page was
originally Op. 16 and was then changed
by Schumann to Op. 17. The individual
movement titles were also abandoned at
the printing stage, and on 19 December
1838 Schumann finally also had the
main title Dichtungen replaced by Fan-
tasie. On 6 January 1839 Schumann
wrote to the publishers: “If it is at all
possible, you will very much oblige me
by early publication of the Fantasie
dedicated to Liszt.” In February Schu-
mann read the proofs, which he (ac-
cording to his “Briefbuch”™) returned
“post-haste” on 2 March. The work was
finally published in April 1839.

Schumann confessed to the music
critic Hermann Hirschbach in a letter
dated May 1839 that “Breitkopf and
Hartel recently published my Fantasie
in G major. Have a look at the first
movement, which I believed at the time
(three years ago) to be my greatest
achievement. I now think differently.”
This critical distance to works written
earlier is typical for Schumann and fre-
quently recurs in his letters and diary
entries. At all events, the Fantasie
op. 17 is today indisputably regarded as
one of his most important piano works
and it captivates the listener time and
again with its highly romantic language
and yet meticulously devised form.

Arabeske op. 18 and Blumenstiick
op. 19

In late September 1838 Robert Schu-
mann travelled from Leipzig via Dres-
den and Prague to Vienna, where he ar-
rived on 3 October. His stay there was
not blessed by fate: the negotiations for
the publication of his periodical NEUE
ZEITSCHRIFT FUR MUSIK came to
nought, and he was virtually unknown
in Vienna as a composer. Nonetheless,
Schumann’s stay in Vienna witnessed
the birth of a good many compositions,

almost all of them for piano. While they
may not number among his most signif-
icant creations, they have maintained a
firm hold in the pianist’s repertoire to
the present day: the Arabeske op. 18,
the Blumenstiick op. 19, the Humoreske
op. 20, the Novelletten op. 21, an unfin-
ished movement for a piano concerto in
d minor, and, toward the end of his stay.,
the Nachtstiicke op. 23 and Faschings-
schwank aus Wien op. 26. Also among
these works was the bulk of the pieces
that he published only later, in the
Bunte Bldtter op. 99 and Albumbldtter
op. 124. “The whole of last week,” he
wrote to Clara on 26 January 1839,
“passed by in composition; and yet.
there is no real joy in my thoughts, nor
even a beautiful melancholy [...] Other
than that, I've polished off a set of vari-
ations on no theme. | want to call the
opus Guirlande; everything about it in-
tertwines in a special way. | also finished
another little piece, a Rondelett. Then I
will neatly gather together all the many
little things I've got at the moment and
call them “Kleine Blumenstiicke’, just as
pictures are called. Do you like the
name?” Later Clara herself felt that the
piece called “Guirlande™ probably re-
ferred to the Arabeske. However, the
formal structure of the two works has
led to the supposition that the phrase
“variations on no theme” more likely
applies to the Blumenstiick, with the
more fitting term for the Arabeske being
“Rondelett.”

Just as Schumann’s moods in Vienna
vacillated between joyful expectation
and despondency, the works he com-
posed there are no less varied in charac-
ter and expression. The buoyant and af-
firmative Humoreske stands alongside
the gloomy Nachtstiicke, the vibrant
Faschingsschwank alongside the more
docile and lyrical Arabeske and Blumen-
stiick. Schumann himself, writing on
11 August 1839 to his friend, the pian-
ist Henriette Voigt, confided that “three
new compositions have arrived [from
Vienna] and are waiting for you, among
them a Humoreske, to be sure of a more
melancholy sort, and a Blumenstiick
and an Arabeske, which are of less im-
portance; the titles say all there is to
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know, and I am quite blameless that the
stems and fronds are so frail and deli-
cate.” Four days later he wrote to his
longstanding friend Ernst Adolph
Becker: “Op. 18 and op. 19 are frail and
for the ladies, but op. 20 seems to me
more substantial.” It is probably not
far-fetched to assume that Schumann
deliberately tailored these two little
pieces to suit the lighter Viennese taste,
especially as he himself told the pianist
Joseph Fischhof in late 1838 that he
wanted to “rise up to become the fa-
vourite composer of all the ladies of
Vienna.” These two opuses are examples
of light music in the very best and lofti-
est sense, masterly in their gracefulness
and in their technical command of the
delicate piano texture.

A letter of 15 March 1839 from Schu-
mann to his admirer Simonin de Sire in-
forms us that the Arabeske was already
finished in 1838. All the same, Schu-
mann wrote the place and date of com-
position as Wien 1539 on the flyleaf of
his personal copy. Assuming that the
‘Guirlande” or ‘Rondelett” mentioned in
his letter of 26 January 1839 to Clara
was in fact the Arabeske, the piece was
at least finished by that date. One
month later he sent the manuscript to
the Viennese publisher Pietro Mechetti.

The Blumenstiick op. 19 must also have
been composed by the end of 1838. In
the Brautbuch (bridal book) that Schu-
mann compiled for Clara and that
covers the period between July 1837
and October 1839, various pieces of
musical notation appear alongside the
verbal inscriptions, pressed flowers, and
other inserted objects. One of the last

is part 1 of Blumenstiick, in a version
dated Wien. October 1538 that differs
markedly from the published text. Ex-
actly when Schumann completed the
piece is unknown.

The engraver’s copy for the Arabeske
op. 18, was dispatched to Pietro Me-
chetti in Vienna on 26 February 1839,
and that of the Humoreske op. 20, on 10
March. The manuscript of Blumenstiick
op. 19 must have been sent to the pub-
lisher sometime between these two
dates. Writing from Leipzig on 18 June,
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Schumann asked Mechetti to be “quick
about the proofs,” and on 13 July he
forwarded authorisations of ownership
for op. 18 to 20, expecting to receive the
first “fair printed copies” by 8 August.
In the event, they arrived somewhat ear-
lier than that, for on 5 August Schu-
mann jotted down, as item no. 571e in
his list of letters, “Becker Dresden free /
with Arabeske, Blumenstiick and Hu-
moreske for him, Kriagen and the ‘Ma-
jorin’.” The “Majorin” was, of course,
the major’s wife Friederike von Serre,
the dedicatee of op. 18 and 19, who re-
mained a close friend of the composer
even in later years.

The autograph manuscript of the
Arabeske has not survived. Apart from
the abovementioned manuscript of Part
1 in the Brautbuch, no autograph mate-
rial for Blumenstiick survives either.
Consequently, the first editions were the
only relevant sources for our edition.
Schumann’s personal copies contain no
authorial annotations in the musical
text. The text is rather full of mistakes,
occasionally necessitating minor editori-
al interventions.

Humoreske op. 20
The term “Humoreske™ was originally
used to designate a literary genre that
flourished above all in the popular peri-
odicals of the Biedermeier era, even
though it did not develop any idiosyn-
cratic characteristics. Before Robert
Schumann became the first to use the
term for a musical composition, thus in-
itiating a long tradition of musical “Hu-
moresques,” the concept had found its
way into music criticism as a literary
metaphor. Thus in a review of 25 De-
cember 1838, Oswald Lorenz, Schu-
mann’s editorial colleague at the NEUE
ZEITSCHRIFT FUR MUSIK, characterised
Clara Wieck’s Scherzo op. 10 as a hu-
moresque, with reference to the literary
genre. Around the same time, an anony-
mous article in the HAMBURGER NEUE
ZEITUNG reported on Schumann’s stay
in Vienna, and commended the piano
pieces he had published thus far as
“brilliant musical humoresques.”
Schumann began working on his
Humoreske op. 20 in Leipzig in spring

1838. He had not yet settled on the title
of the work, however. In the Brautbuch
he compiled for Clara Wieck, he inscrib-
ed a 23-measure sketch of an Adagio
dated April 1538; this later became the
introduction to the Humoreske (source
A1, see the Comments at the end of the
present edition). In September 1838
Schumann travelled to Vienna, where he
took up the Adagio sketch again, but
did not substantially develop it. There
are 14 additional measures (M. 1-37)
in an album leaf dated Wien. 2" / 2 39,
which is identified as a Vorspiel zu
einem Rondolett (source A2) and is ded-
icated to the pianist Karl Georg Likl.
The working manuscript, begun in early
1839 and in which the piece gradually
took shape, has come down to us in only
fragmentary form (source A3): all that
survives are measures 6093-799. The
manuscript used for the engraving is al-
s0 lost, so that we cannot determine
with certainty exactly when Schumann
laid down the work’s title. Perhaps the
two magazine articles quoted above had
inspired him to choose this title.

The work was completed in Vienna in
March 1839, and explicitly designated
as Humoreske in a letter of 11 March to
Clara Wieck. Schumann had handed
over the engraver’s copy to the publisher
Pietro Mechetti in Vienna the previous
day. On 18 June, having since returned
to Leipzig, he asked Mechetti to send
him the proofs as soon as possible.
Mechetti complied with his wish on
3 July 1839 and requested, in his turn,
that the proofs be returned quickly so
that the first printed copies could be
ready by 8 August. The first edition of
the Humoreske did indeed appear in
August 1839, with a dedication to com-
poser-pianist Julie von Webenau, née
Baroni-Cavalcabo, a pupil of Mozart’s
youngest son. Schumann had first met
the young woman in Leipzig in 1835,
and reunited with her during his stay in
Vienna.

The musical humour suggested by the
title is not intended to evoke any out-
ward mirth, but embodies an aesthetic
program. Particularly revealing in this
context are Schumann’s comments to
Belgian music-lover and amateur com-

poser Simonin de Sire: “The French do
not understand the word Humoreske. It
is truly deplorable that no good, suitable
words exist in French for the two char-
acteristics and concepts that are most
deeply rooted in the German mentality —
das Gemiitliche (Schwdrmerische) and
Humor — of which the latter is a felici-
tous combination of gemiitlich and wit-
zig. This reflects the basic character
of the two nations. Do you know Jean
Paul, our great writer? | learned more
counterpoint from him than from my
music teacher.” In this succinet defini-
tion of humour, Schumann alludes to his
reading of Jean Paul’s Forschule der
Asthetik (1804), in which romantic
humour is a central theme. In contrast
with present-day usage, Jean Paul uses
the term “das Gemiitliche” to designate
a profound depth of emotion and a great
sensitivity that is able to perceive — seis-
mographically, as it were — all the phe-
nomena of life. “Das Witzige,” in turn,
refers to the ability of a sharp-witted
mind to combine far-flung opposites in
a surprising and subtle manner. The iro-
ny that this produces opens up and casts
a bright light on new aesthetic perspec-
tives. Schumann allegorises both com-
ponents of the humourist in the com-
bined, two-sided character of Eusebius
and Florestan: the sensitive, effusive
FLusebius stands for Schumann’s emo-
tional depth (Gemuiit), while the astute,
critical, and sometimes bitingly ironic
Florestan represents the intellectual side
(Witz) of Schumann’s dual nature.
Prior to his Humoreske, Schumann
had joined the heated discussion about
comedy and humour in music with his
article Uber den Aufsatz: das Komische
in der Musik von C. Stein im 60. Hift.
Der Cicilia (in: NEUE ZEITSCHRIFT FUR
MUSIK, vol. 1, no. 3, 10 April 1834,
pp- 10£.). It is not surprising that he
characterised his Humoreske in a letter
of 7 August 1839 to Ernst Adolph
Becker as “not very merry, and perhaps
the most melancholy” of the works he
had written to date. In his letter to Clara
Wieck dated 11 March 1839, he de-
scribed as follows the psychological con-
dition he was in while writing the piece:
“] have been at the piano all week, com-



posing, writing, laughing and crying all
at once. You will find this state of affairs
nicely evoked in my opus 20. the big
Humoreske, which is about to be en-
graved. You see how fast things are go-
ing with me now. Thought up, written
down, off to print.”

There are contradictory interpreta-
tions of the formal structure of the very
lengthy (963 measures) work (regard-
ing formal problems as well as the inter-
pretation of the Romantic concept of
humour and its musical transposition in
the Humoreske. see Bernhard R. Appel.
Robert Schumanns Humoreske fiir Kla-
vier op. 20. Zum mustkalischen Humor
in der ersten Hdlfte des 19. Jahrhun-
derts unter besonderer Beriicksichti-
gung des Formproblems, Diss. Saar-
bricken, 1981, pp. 294 {f.). The ambig-
uous concept underlying the composi-
tion is reflecied in these different
attempts to explain it. It eludes the
analyst’s grasp as soon as one tries to
describe it with formal academic cate-
gories.

For a long time, pianists almost fear-
fully avoided the piece on account of its
complexity and its great interpretative
demands. Even Clara Schumann rarely
played the Humoreske in public, per-
haps doubting its impact on an audi-
ence. With reference to a private per-
formance in May 1894, she explained to
her grandson Ferdinand Schumann that
“with the Humoreske, one had to con-
jure up melancholic, extravagant, fan-
tastic ideas. The canonic passage in d
minor [M. 358 ff.] is very humouristic.”
In view of the musical humour that con-
temporaries felt was intrinsic to Schu-
mann. opus 20 occupies a key position
that represents the compositional and
aesthetic sum of his early piano oeuvre.

Schumann provided no information
on how to interpret the innere Stimme
(inner voice) (M. 251-274) notated on
a separate third staff. In an unpublished
letter of 14 May 1883, Clara explained
to Georg Henschel her feeling that the
inner voice was intended to “give the
pianist a support to the melody of the
right hand. This must be performed in
such a way that the listener senses the

melody. However, the inner voice is not

to be played. I believe that the composer
wanted the melody to be sensed, in a
shadowy manner, rather than stressed
or brought to the fore. But it is just as
likely that my husband here intended
only that the player should hear the
voice inwardly or hum it, as one often
does when one’s heart is full while play-
ing.” Moreover, the inner voice is hidden
not only as “inexact all’ottava,” in a
staggered syncopation in the upper
staff, but also as “inexact unison” in the
middle part of the lower staff. The har-
monic progression of the inner voice also
recurs in the static, mysterious-sound-
ing chord sequence at measures 447 -
482. Its melodic line recalls Clara
Wieck’s Romanze op. 11 no. 2 (some-
thing pointed out by Hans-Joachim
Kohler in his edition of the Humoreske
published by Peters, Leipzig. 1981) and
thus takes its place among the many
compositional entwinements that are
discernible. sometimes more, other
times less. between Clara’s and Robert’s
works. This is also confirmed by the fol-
lowing passage from Schumann’s letter
to Clara Wieck dated 12 July 1839:
“Wonderful — when did you write the
piece in g minor [op. 11 no. 2]7 In
March I had a very similar idea; you will
find it in the Humoreske. How remarka-
ble are our sympathies.”

This preface stems in great part from
the pen of my friend Bernhard R. Appel,
whose above mentioned dissertation
on Schumann’s Humoreske op. 20 is a
milestone in the study of this work.

Novelletten op. 21

The title Novelletten probably refers to
small novellas. As in the case of several
other titles, Schumann was the first to
use it to describe a piece of music, and it
was later adopted by other composers.
The title appears from the very outset
among the private composition notes in
his diary, where its earliest occurrence
dates from 20 January 1838: “Worked
on the Novelletten from then until
Wednesday.” On 6 February, he dis-
cussed the newly composed pieces in a
letter to Clara Wieck: “Then again. I've
written such a frightful amount of music
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for you over the past three weeks —
pranks, Egmontian tales, family scenes
with fathers, a wedding. in short, ex-
tremely engaging things.” In other
words, the entire cycle was predicated
from the very beginning on the telling of
stories, or “novellas.” This is yet anoth-
er indication of the large role that liter-
ary references played in Schumann’s
early piano music. In the same letter,
Schumann alludes to the similarity be-
tween the title and the name of the Eng-
lish soprano Clara Novello, who had
made a guest appearance in Leipzig in
winter 1837-38, adding that he “called
the entire piece Novelletten because
your name is Clara and Wiecketten
doesn’t sound good enough.” This pas-
sage has led to the assumption that it
was Novello’s name that caused Schu-
mann to coin the term Novelletten in the
first place. It is more likely, however,
that the pun only occurred to him as an
afterthought in view of the similarities
between the words Novelle and Novello.

The literary basis of the Novelletten is
equally apparent in the titles originally
given to numbers 2 and 3. The two sec-
tions of piece no. 2 are headed Sarazene
and Zuleika in an early copy, and an ad-
vance print of the Intermezzo from piece
no. 3 is prefixed with the opening lines
of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. As Schu-
mann later explained. “it is not the wish
of the composer that the music be
viewed as a background to the append-
ed motto; on the contrary, it was only
later that he discovered these words,
which approximate the meaning of his
music.” However, in later life, he simi-
larly distanced himself from most of the
literary references in his early piano
pieces, probably less from inner convic-
tion than from a fear that his works
might be misconstrued as program mu-
sic.

According to notes in his diary, Schu-
mann composed the eight pieces of the
Novelletten in a fairly regular sequence
between early January and mid-April,
with nos. 5 and 8 the last to be com-
posed. On 22 April Schumann sent a
copy of no. 2 to Franz Liszt, and on
14 August he finally noted in his diary
that he had “put the whole of the Novel-
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letten in order™, noting the same again
on 30 August. At the same time as
working on the Novelletten Schumann
was also occupied with his Kinder-
szenen. When he sent the latter to Breit-
kopf & Hartel on 21 March 1838, he
even went so far as to write: “I com-
mend the enclosed Kinderscenen [sic] to
your benevolence; originally they were
meant to form an appendix to the
Novelletten, but I find it more fitting
that they appear in a separate volume.*
This association may surprise the pre-
sent-day Schumann connoisseur, but
for all the differences between the two
works, there is no denying that their
parallel genesis led to a distinct similar-
ity in their graceful and largely un-
troubled mood. In a letter to Heinrich
Hirschbach, dated 30 June 1839, Schu-
mann referred to the Novelletten as “on
the whole cheerful and perfunctory,
apart from a few moments where I get
to the bottom of things.” On the other
hand, writing to his former teacher
Heinrich Dorn on 5 September 1839 he
could claim that “something of the
struggles that Clara cost me may be
heard in my music and will certainly be
understood by you as well. She was
practically the sole begetter of the con-
certo, the sonata, the Davidbiindler-
tanze and the Novelletten.” This accords
with the following letter of 30 June
1839 from Schumann to Clara: “Yester-
day I also received my Novelletten; they
have become strong; four books dear
little Clara — I think you will certainly
see yourself in them [...] My bride, in
the Novelletten you appear in all possi-
ble conditions and situations, and in
other irresistible things! Yes, just con-
sider!'I declare: Novelletten can only be
composed by one who has seen such
eyes as yours, and has touched such lips
as yours. In short, one can probably do
something better; but something similar,
hardly.” Whatever the case, a reminis-
cence of Clara is to be found in the
eighth piece, where the annotation in
measure 198, Stimme aus der Ferne

(a voice from afar), points out that the
melody beginning in that measure has
been taken from Clara’s Notturno,

op. 6, no. 2.

The above-mentioned advance print
of the Intermezzo from Novellette no. 3
appeared on 22 May 1838 as item no. 6
in volume 2 of the Sammlung von Mu-
sik=Stiicken alter und neuer Zeit, a sup-
plement to the NEUE ZEITSCHRIFT FUR
MUSIK. In short, it appeared in print a
full three months before Schumann put
the finishing touches to the entire opus
in August prior to its publication. None
the less, the first page contains a remark
pointing out that the Intermezzo was
“taken from the Novelletten soon to be
published by Breitkopf & Hirtel.” indi-
cating that the publishers had already
agreed to include the work in their cata-
logue at that time. There is no longer
any way of knowing exactly when Schu-
mann sent the completed engraver’s
copy of all eight Novelletten to Breitkopf
& Hartel. According to the title of the
engraver’s copy, the work was originally
to have been dedicated to Chopin, and
to carry the opus number 16. On 19 De-
cember 1838. Schumann informed the
publishers that he wanted to dedicate
“the three [sic] fascicles of Novelletten”
to Adolph Henselt and that their opus
number should be 19. Schumann
changed the opus number yet again in
a letter of 21 March 1839, “as in the
meantime several items have been
published here [in Vienna] by Herr
Mechetti.”

The order of the eight pieces was not
established at the outset, and was also
altered several times in the engraver’s
copy. At first, they appeared in the se-
quence 5, 0, 7. 3,2, 1 and 4, with no. 8
originally inserted after no. 6. The final
subdivision into four fascicles of two
pieces each apparently only occurred
during the process of proofreading, just
before the work was published. This
alone is sufficient to prove that the work
was not organised on a strict cyclic plan.
As a result, even today many of the
Novelletten are frequently heard sepa-
rately in recitals. Schumann’s recorded
thoughts on this subject are somewhat
contradictory. On the one hand, writing
to his Viennese acquaintance Joseph
Fischhof on 3 April 1839, he referred to
the Novelletten as “fairly lengthy inter-
related adventure stories,” and the letter

to Hirschbach, mentioned several times
above. claims that they are innig zusam-
menhdngend (intimately interrelated).
On the other hand, he forwarded a sep-
arate copy of Novellette no. 2 by itself
to Franz Liszt and encouraged Clara
Wieck to extract this very piece from the
larger work and to play it in public,
adding that she could be “certain of
achieving the greatest effect with it; it
has a beginning and an end, evolves well
in a way that audiences can follow, and
even has a good tune in the Trio.” In
contrast, piece no. 6, which Clara evi-
dently also wanted to single out for sep-
arate performance, did not meet with
the same approval: “It only makes its
effect within the full cycle; the one in

E major [no. 7] goes by too quickly.”
Nevertheless, he was, even in the case of
no. 7, prepared to compromise: “As an
experiment, let me ask you to play the
one in E, say, and to follow it with the
one in D [no. 2], and see which one has
the greater effect.”

Piano Sonata in g minor op. 22
According to its opus number, the Piano
Sonata in g minor op. 22 is the last of
Schumann’s pieces in this genre. Actual-
ly, however, the work was written nearly
contemporaneously with opus 11 and
prior to opus 14. The higher opus
number of the g-minor Sonata is due to
delays with the publication which, in
their turn, arose in conjunction with the
complicated genesis of the work. The
compositional process did not unfold
continuously from its inception; on the
contrary, the individual movements
were conceived more or less independ-
ently of one another and at totally dif-
ferent times.

The 2" movement is a piano ar-
rangement of a song that was not pub-
lished until after the composer’s death,
Im Herbste (In the autumn; see Schu-
mann Werkverzeichnis, Anh. M2 No. 8).
The arrangement was written in June
1830, Schumann also adapted the song
An Anna (Anh. M2 No. 7) to the piano,
probably during this same period; it was
then published as the slow movement of
the f§-minor Sonata op. 11. It is possi-
ble that Schumann arranged the two



