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PRECIS

This is a book commenting on Lin Yutang's all life
cultural activities from the visual angle of the experts in
the theory of the state.

The book has reviewed systematically Lin Yutang's
achievements won in the research work in the theory of
the state.He was of great attainments in linguistics and
he was an innovator in lexicographical work and indexes.
He was a famous linguist who took an early part in the
study of the phonetics of archaism, initiated the research
on different dialects and used common, simplified words.
He not only had a deep and wide range study of Confu-
cianism and the theory of Taoists, made an earnest re-
search on the relationship between their connotation and
the life of modern society, but also put forward a lot of
valuable points about criticism and inheritance. He had a
good knowledge of ancient Chinese literature, drawing
and calligraphy art and an unique understanding of Su
Dongpo, Tao Yuanming and Yuan Zhonglang, he made a

great breakthrough in the study of*The Red Mansion”.Lin
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made great contribution to the introduction of Chinese national culture to

the western world and made important contribution to the promotion of

the exchange between Chinese culture and the western culture.He was the

first scholar who systematically introduced Chinese traditional classics

to the western countries and put forward very early important opinions

of“mutual supplement”and“mixing”between China and the western
countries.

In the meantime, the book describes the close relationship between

Lin Yutang's research activities in the theory of the state and his social

critical activities.When he analysed the negative influence of the traditional

002 culture during the period of*Yu Si”, he made a close connection with

o social Criticism. After“April Twelfth” Counter-revolutionary Coup, he

expressed his indignation at the cruel situation; when he criticized the

current politics, he connected it with the critique of the old culture. When

he propagandized the Anti-Japanese War abroad. he used the traditional
culture as the weapon to attack the aggressors and fascists.

In addition, the book also includes the connection of Lin Yutang's
research activites in the theory of the state and his literary activities. He
used for reference the western literary concept to inherit our classical
literary tradition and formed a kind of unique literary propositions; he
was the first who proposed humour, personality, familiar essays and
personal styles and he did a great deal to the development of our humour
literature and familiar essays.

This book which is full of historical facts, with new and objective
viewpoints, will be of great help to the readers who want to know Lin

Yutang.



