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Artisans are for painting and paintings are for artisans in reverse, while pens and ink are to set
up a monument of times.

Despite the difficulties involved, Mr. Li Yansheng, a famous figure paintg;’;', has visited 108
inheritors of national intangible cultural heritage and picked up his brush'again to paint for
them face to face, hence the final publication of Fingers of God—Portraits of Inheritors of National
Intangible Cultural Heritage by Li Yansheng. To quote the words of Mr. Feﬁg Jicai, chairman
of China Society for the Study of Folk Literature and Art, this represents “the first album in
history that eulogizes folk artisans in the form of paintings.”

In 2007, The Wise Men—DPortraits of Chinese and Foreign Celebrities by Li Yanshémg was published
and was well received. In 2012, its companion piece, Fingers of God—~Portraits of Inheritors of
National Intangible Cultural Heritage by Li Yansheng, went into publication. It fully shows the
unique artistic glamour of Chinese paintings, establishing itself as a wonder in the Chinese
painting society.

“Figure paintings should convey what's inside the painted.” Mr. Li Yansheng was nearly 70
years old but he insisted on visiting inheritors in faraway villages and painting for them face
to face. His freechand brushwork demonstrates the beauty of lines in Chinese painting art; and

his portraits of vigorous inheritors recorded main characters and elites living with traditional

culture that are liked and respected by ordinary people, constituting “the first alum for inheritors

of cultural heritage by a painter.” e
“Intangible cultural heritage is a national treasure, and Mr. Li paints for the inheritors with
his excellent skills.” What is more praiseworthy is Mr. Li Yansheng's way of telling touching
stories that happened between him and the inheritors in a clear and succinct language, simple
but sincere, providing precious first-hand information in the protection and development of
intangible cultural heritage. ]

His words and brush sketches inadvertently serve as a bridge between artists and inheritors;
reading the words, one seems to hear the spring water singing; appreciating the painting, one

seems to be right there with the folk artisans.
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Profile of Li Yansheng

Li Yansheng, born in 1943, ancestral home is in south China’s Guangdong province. He is a

member of the 10th and 11th CPPCC National Committee, deputy director of the Research

-y

- . 2 ! Committee and Arts Committee of China National Academy of Painting, first-class artist and

researcher, director of China Artists Association, executive director of the Chinese Painting

i

Institute, researcher of the Chinese Art Research Institute, member of the Judging Committee

" for National Senior Artist Professional Titles of the Ministry of Culture as well as member of the

- - ; Chinese Calligraphers’ Association, and receives special subsidies issued by the State Council for
i - . experts.

Li was a graduate from the middle school attached to Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, the

Chinese Painting Department of the China Academy of Fine Arts and the Graduate Department

of Chinese Painting Class of the Central Academy of Fine Arts. He has participated in many

—— .,” domestic and overseas important exhibitions and won numerous awards. His works are collected

in the State Counail conference rooms, the Xihua Hall that once housed the Premier Zhou

Enlai and his wife Deng Yingchao, the Chinese Embassy in France, the National Art Museum

of China and the Palace Museum, and some of them were chosen as national gifts to foreign

leaders. Jacques Chirac, former French President, regarded him as “a great modern artist with
extraordinary talents” and Kofi Atta Annan, former UN Secretary General, remarked that his
works are full of artistic beauty.

Li has published many albums and works including One Hundred Righteous People, Collections
of Li Yansheng, Brush Sketches by Li Yansheng, Selected Works of Li Yansheng, the reprinted
scroll of Spirit of the Mountains and Rivers in a reduced format, The Wise Men—Portraits
of Chinese and Foreign Celebrities by Li Yansheng and Famous Painters and Strength of
Characters—Achieves of Artistic Research of Li Yansheng, and planned the debut performance
of the large symphonic picture Spirit of the Mountains and Rivers. Recently, he published Fingers
of God—Portraits of Successors of National Intangible Cultural Heritage by Li Yansheng,
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"The divine craft and unigue skills are truly national treasures,
with adroit brushwork embodied in paintings of the inheritors.”

Inscription dedicated to the famous artist Comrade Li Yansheng-far his
portraits of the inheritors of the national intangible heritage.

(Wang Wenzhang, deputy minister of the Ministry of Culture of the
People’'s Republic of China, and president of the Chinese National
Academy of Arts)
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When grassroots in fertile soil competing big-name flowers,

Fragrance prevails still in homes of ordinary people.

Though un-consumable by ancient orchid-leaf and gossamer-line
sketch techniques,

The glory is yet prolonged far and endlessly.

The significant stride that Mr. Li Yansheng has made in the artistic
creation of portraits of Chinese personage is now further pushed
forward by the debut of his portrait album of those inheritors of
Chinese intangible cultural heritage. A poem in the form of Chinese
classic seven-word quatrain is hence dedicated to mark this exultant
occasion by Shen Peng in the year of 2011.

(Shen Peng, honorary president of the Chinese Calligraphers
Association)
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"Top inheritor with paintings boldly executed in superb skills,
while vividness is imparted in perfect touch of expertise."

Inscription for Li Yansheng by Lv Zhangshen in the year of 2012

(Lv Zhangshen, director of the National Museum of China)
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