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KENILWORTH

CHAPTER VII

This is he
Who rides on the court gale, controls its tides,
Knows all their secret shoals and fatal eddies,
- Whose frown abases, and whose smile exalts.
He shines like any rainbow—and, perchance,
His colours are as {ransient.
. Old Play.

The countess paused, as if what the carl last said had
excited some painful but interesting train of thought; and,
as she still remained silent, her husband proceeded.

“And now, loveliest, your wish is gratified, and you have
seen your vassal in such trim array as accords with riding
vestments; for robes of state and coronets are only for
princely halls.”

“Well, then,” said the countess, “my gratified wish
has, as usual, given rise to a new one.”

“And what is it thou canst ask that I can deny?” said
the fond husband.

“I wished to see my earl visit this obscure and secret
bower,”? said the countess, “in all his princely array; and
now, methinks, I long to sit in_one of his princely halls,
and see him enter dressed in sober russet, as when he won
poor Amy Robsart’s heart.”

“That is a wish easily granted,” said the earl; “the sober
russet shall be donned to-morrow, if you will.”
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EENILWORTH

“But shall 1,” said the lady, “go with you to one of your
castles, to see how the richness of your dwelling will corre-
spond with your peasant habit?”’ :

“Why, Amy,” said the earl, looking around, “are not
these apartments decorated with sufficient splendour? I
gave the most unbounded order, and, methinks, it has
been indifferently well obeyed; but if thou canst tell me
eught! which remains to be done, I will instantly give
direction.”

“Nay, my lord, now you mock me,” replied the countess;
“the gaiety of this rich lodging exceeds my imagination as
much as it does my desert. But shall not your wife, my
love—at least one day soon—be surrounded with the
honour which arises neither from the toils of the mechanic
who decks her apartment nor from the silks and jewels
with which your generosity adorns her, but which is at-
tached to her place among the matronage, as the avowed
wife of England’s noblest earl?”

“One day!” said her husband. “Yes, Amy, my love,
one day this shall surely happen; and, believe me, thou
canst not wish for that day more fondly than I. With
what rapture could I retire from labours of state, and cares
and toils of ambition, to spend my life in dignity and
honour on my own broad domains, with thee, my lovely
Amy, for my friend and companion! But, Amy, this
cannot yet be; and these dear but stolen interviews are
all I can give to the loveliest and the best beloved of her
sex.”

“But why can it not be?” urged the countess, in the soft-
est tones of persuasion. “Why can it not immediately
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KENILWORTH

take place—this more perfect, this uminterrupted umion,
for which you say you wish, and which the laws of God
and man alike command? Ah! did you but desire it half
as much as you say, mighty and favoured as you are, who
or what should bar your attaining your wish?”

The earl’s brow was overcast.

“Amy,” he said, “you speak of what you understand not.
We that toil in courts are like those who climb a mountain
of loose sand: we dare make no halt until some projecting
rock afford us a secure footing and resting-place; .if we
pause sooner, we slide down by our own weight, an object
of universal derision. I stand high, but I stand not secure
enough to follow my own inclination. To declare my
marriage were to be the artificer of my own ruin. But,
believe me, I will reach a point, and that speedily, when I
can do justice to thee and to myself. Meantime, poison
not the bliss of the present moment by desiring that which
cannot at present be. Let me rather know whether all
here is managed to thy liking. How does Foster bear
himself to you? in all things respectful, I trust, else the
fellow shall dearly rue it.”

“He reminds me sometimes of the necessity of this pri-
vacy,” answered the lady, with a sigh; “but that is remind-
ing me of your wishes, and therefore I am rather bound
to him than disposed to blame him for it.”

“I have told you the stern necessity which is upon us,”
replied the earl, “Foster is, I note, somewhat sullen of
mood, but Varney warrants to me his fidelity and devotion
to my service. If thou hast aught, however, to complain
of the mode in which he discharges his duty, he shall abye
ib.>2
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“Oh, I have nought to complain of,” answered the lady,
“go he discharges his task with fidelity to you; and his
daughter Janet is the kindest and best companion- of
my solitude, her little air of precision! sits so well upon
her!”

“Is she indeed?” said the earl; “she who glves you
pleasure must not pass unrewarded. Come hither,
damsel.” .

“Help me to don a plainer riding-suit, Varney,” said the
earl, as he laid aside his morning-gown, flowered with silk
and lined with sables, “and put these chains and fetters
there (pointing to the collars of the various orders which
lay on the table) into their places of security; my neck last
night was wellnigh broke with the weight of them. I am
half of the mind that they shall gall me no more. They are
bonds which knaves have invented to fetter fools. How
think’st thou, Varney?” :

“Faith, my good lord,” said his attendant, “I think
fetters of gold are like no other fetters: they are ever the
weightier the welcomer.”

“For all that, Varney,” replied his master, “I am well-
nigh resolved they shall bind me to the court no longer.
What can further service and higher favour give me, be-
yond the rank and large estate which I have already se-
cured? What brought my father to the block, but that
he could not bound his wishes within right and reason?
I haye, you know, had mine own ventures and mine own
escapes; I am wellnigh resolved to tempt the sea no farther,
but sit me down in quiet on the shore,”

“And gather cockle-shells, with Dan Cupid to aid you,”
said Varney.

iprecision {§ i# i&.
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“How mean vou by that, Varney?” said the eail, some-
what hastily. '

“Nay, my lord,” said Varney, “be not angry with me.
If your lordship is happy in a lady so rarely lovely that, in
order to enjoy her company with somewhat more freedon,
you are willing to part with all you have hitherto lived for,
some of your poor servants may be sufferers; but your
bounty hath placed me so high, that I shall ever have enough
to maintain a poor gentleman in the rank befitting the high
office he has held in your lordship’s family.”

“Yet you seem discontented when I propose throwing
up a dangerous game, which may end in the ruin of both
of us.”

“I, my lord!” said Varney; “surely I have no cause to
regret! your lordship’s retreat. It will not be Richard Var-
ney who will incur the displeasure of majesty, and the
ridicule of the court, when the stateliest fabric that ever
was founded upon a prince’s favour ‘melts away like a
morning frost-work. I would only have you yourself be
assured, my lord, ere you take a step which cannot be
retracted, that you consult your fame and happiness in the
course you propose.”

“Speak on, then, Varney,” said the earl; “I tell thee I
have determined nothing, and will weigh all considerations
on either side.”
~ “Well, then, my lord,” replied Vamney, “we will suppose
the step taken, the frown frowned, the laugh laughed, and
the moan moaned. You have retired, we will say, to some
one of your most distant castles, so far from court that you
hear neither the sorrow of your friends nor the glee of your

1 regret % A 18
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enemies. We will suppose, too, that your successful rival
will be satisfied—a thing greatly to be doubted—with
abridging and cutting away the branches of the great tree
which so long kept the sun from him, and that he does not .
insist upon tearing you up by the rodts. Well, the late

- prime favourite of England, who wielded her general’s
staff and controlled her parliaments, is now a rural baron,
hunting, hawking, drinking fat ale with country esquires,
and mustering his men at the command of the high
sheriffi——"

“Varney, forbear!” said the earl.

“Nay, my lord, you must give me leave to conclude my
picture. BSussex governs England, the Queen’s health
fails, the succession is to be setiled—a road is opened to -
ambition more splendid than ambition ever dreamed of.
You hear all this as you sit by the hob, under the shade
of your hall chimney. You then begin to think what hopes
you have fallen from, and what insignificance you have
embraced, and all that you might look babies in the eyes
of your fair wife! oftener than once a fortnight.”

“I say, Varney,” said the earl, “no more of this. I said
not that the step, which my own ease and comfort would
urge me to, was to be taken hastily, or without due con-
sideration to the public safety. Bear witness to me,
Varney; I subdue my wishes of retirement, not because I
am moved by the call of private ambition, but that I may
preserve the position in which I may best serve my country
at the hour of need. Order our horses presently. I will
wear, as formerly, one of the livery cloaks, and ride before
the portmantle? Thou shalt be master for the day,

1look babies in the eyes of your fair wife F it 38 € X A iR X 4%
§# A. 2portmantle gjj portmantean 3¢ fl; p fi.
- 6



B R 8

B, I EEA LR P P28 38 1 SR An iR 955 MR Y
Wb S T—8 &4 ERE SPIER ]
BIRIEA B Al , DA SRR R RS R AR B B
PP T W R AR ST , MRS AR R
fiR . 5P, YERIE 3EB £ S — AR AR R 8
ik E Ess it sAs s iRl , EHRMERIY LT W
%,ﬁﬁi’é’:'f~1@%%&&6%{%,@&,§Hﬁ]d\%ﬂﬂ‘%
BN IRA 2, MR pGr A —B), MOBEE AR,
BEMF THAMH—

R, TR, (R Al A TR ! )

o3 [ FeA9 N, AEEFRL IR, {Tf?f&%?mx‘ﬁﬁ
#WETAERAER, KEDH,
AT B — R AR RN GE, iﬁ%ﬁﬁfgﬁ’a}\l’ﬁ)ﬁﬁ
FraE A BN AR AR IR BEAY A 2 T , AR AR OB B
B, BATHE R HE B MR E S B R ES
RS AR TATE AR T S, BRI UL F
fREgERRN, ALH R R B—K, |

fafsna: [ AWE, A AREHR, REBHLEFR
M, FRAEE—S, REASFOZTNIRBEHS,
HIREFER, AERS BBERNZE, REE-F,
R, R0 D RICTRBEIRNE BB TR, A
REBWHAMAERE, REBEHRTURERY
Hifr , Fo e8I L , 5 BEARTE 3R, TR LA TR Ag
BB, BEIARAS . AR Wy O TR G G, FRIMEIR] PE R —
BRI o g1 2%, Fein i, REFEH IR AW, IR RE «

L]
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Varney; neglect nothing that can blind suspicion. We will
‘to horse ere men are stirring. 1 will but take leave of my
lady, and be ready~ I impose a restraint on my own poor
heart, and wound one yet more dear to me: but the patriot
must subdue the hushand.”

Having said this in a melancholy but firm accent, he left
the dressing-apartment.

“I am glad thou art gone,” thought Varney, “or, prac-
tised as I am in the follies of mankind, I had laughed in the
very face of thee! Thou mayst tire as thonu wilt of thy
new bauble, thy pretty piece of painted Eve’s flesh there,
I will not be thy hindrance. But of thine old bauble,
ambition, thou shalt not tire, for as you climb the hill, my
lord, you must drag Richard Varney up with you; and if
he can urge you to the ascent he means to profit by, believe
me he will spare neither whip nor spur. And for you, my
pretty lady, that would be countess outright, you were best
not thwart my courses, lest you are called to an old reck-
oning on a new score. ‘Thou shalt be master,” did he say?
By my faith, he may find that he spoke truer than he is
aware of. And thus he, who, in the estimation of so many
wise-judging men, can match Burleigh and Walsingham in
policy, and Sussex in war, becomes pupil to his own menial;
and all for a hazel eye and a little cunning red and white,
and so falls ambition. And yet, if the charms of mortal
woman could excuse' a man’s politic pate for becoming
bewildered, my lord had the excuse at his right hand on
this blessed evening that has last passed over us. Well, let
things roll as they may, he shall make me great, or I will
make myself happy; and for that softer piece of creation,

lexcuse i 85 #% O.
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if she speak not out her interview with Tressilian, as
well I think she dare not, she also must traffic with me
for concealment and mutual support in spite of all this
scorn. I must to the stables. Well, my lord, I order
your retinue new; the time may soon come that my master
of the horse shall order mine own. What was Thomas
Cromwell but a smith’s son, and he died ‘my lord—
on a scaffold, doubtless, but that, too, was in character.t
And what was Ralph Sadler but the clerk of Cromwell,
and he has gazed eighteen fair lordships,—via/? I know
my steerage as well as they.” .

CHAPTER VIII

Host. I will hear you, Master Fenton;
And I will, at least, keep your counsel.
Merry Wives of Windsor.

“If you have seen Will Badger, mine host,” said Tres-
silian, “you have heard enough of Sir Hugh Robsart; and
therefore I will but say, that the hospitality you boast of
hath proved somewhat detrimental to the estate of his
family, which is perhaps of the less consequence, as he
has but one daughter to whom to bequeath it. And here
begins my share in the tale. Upon my father’s death, now
several years since, the good 8ir Hugh would willingly
have made me- his constant companion. There was a
time, however, at which I felt the kind knight's excessive
love for ﬁeld-sports detaired me from studies by which
I might have profited more; but I ceased to regret the
leisure which gratitude and hereditary friendship compelied
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