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« Pictures
I Flick through the book, look at the illustrations, and
answer.

What do you think the story is about?

(] A boy and a girl who go to the USA on holiday.
U] The life of a boy and a girl in the American West.
[] A boy and a girl who travel to an earlier time
in North America.
[ A boy and a girl who play at Cowboys and Indians.

The Mr Wells Mystery

here’s Mr Wells? Why isn’t he at school?”

W It was Thursday, and Matt Johnson and his friend Linda
Chapman looked at each other, surprised. They usually had

History on Thursdays, but their favourite teacher was still absent.

Nobody knew where he was.
“Where can he be!” said Linda.

“Remember, he disappeared after our visit to the castle!” replied

Matt. He looked at Linda and smiled. “Perhaps he’s lost in time!”

“Sssh, Matt!” warned Linda. “The others can hear us!”

he two friends had a secret and Mr Wells was part of it.
Thanks to their teacher’s special computer software,
Matt and Linda could travel in time! Their first adventure into

medieval times was still fresh in their memory.

Matt saw that Linda’s open, friendly face was serious now.
“Don’t worty,” he said quietly. “Nobody knows our secret.”
“Except Mr Wells...” said Linda.

e s e
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Words
2 Match each word to its synonym.
1) cartoon a) considerate
2) familiar b) journey
3) kind ¢) incredulous
4) slim d) unusual
5) strange e) animated picture
6) surprised f) usual
7) trip g) thin

top talking, Chapman! And Johnson, sit down!” A thin man

Mr Briggs, the Maths teacher.

with an irritated expression came into the classroom. It was

“No History today, but extra Maths exercises for everybody!” he said.

— 5 —



CHAPTER 1

The class groaned. Mr Briggs was the strictest teacher in Greenwood

Middle School, and his lessons were worse than medieval torture!

“Come back soon, Mr Wells!” thought Linda.

fter school, Matt and Linda walked home together as usual.
Greenwood was a quiet London suburb where people weren’t

too curious and here, for now, the secret of their trip in time was safe.

Outside her house Linda said, “Matt, why don’t you come in? Mum

made a chocolate cake yesterday, and we can surf the Internet.”

Linda was a computer fan — and a chocolate cake fan! Her parents
were divorced and she lived with her mother, who made the best

cakes in Greenwood.

“Okay, can I use your phone to call Gran? She worries if I'm late.”
Matt had lived with his grandmother since his parents’ death in an

accident some time ago.

. en minutes later, the chocolate cake still

on their faces, the two friends were sitting at the
computer. Linda switched it on, but then an unusual
thing happened. Instead of the usual menu on the

screen, a strong white light appeared.

“What’s this?” said Linda. “I hope it isn’t a virus!”
“Look, it's Mr Wells!” said Matt, pointing at

the screen.

There was an animated picture of a familiar figure —
a cartoon version of Mr Wells! Suddenly, it spoke

with Mr Wells’ voice. “Linda, Matt, help me! I'm stuck

in the past. It's 1864 and I'm in North America, but I

haven’t got enough power to come back to the present!”

-6 —



THE MR WELLS MYSTERY

They watched, incredulous, as the cartoon figure took a letter from

its jacket pocket.
“All the details are here. Please come soon! You're my only k%ope!”

There was a flash of light, and only the letter remained on the

screen. Linda quickly clicked on it with the mouse and saved it on her

hard disk. Astonished, she turned to look at her friend.

“Well, what do we do now, Matt?”

she asked him.




CHAPTER 1

P, e e

‘The Mr Wells Myste"ry

3 True or false? Indicate T or F.

1) Mr Wells never taught on Thursdays.

2) Mr Wells’ absence started after the visit
to a medieval castle.

3) Maths is a popular subject in Matt and
Linda’s class.

4) In Greenwood, everybody knows your secrets.
5) Linda doesn’t live with her father.
6) Matt is an orphan.

7) Linda has a virus in her computer.

N O N

8) Mr Wells can't return from the past.

4 Match each teacher description to his or her
subject area.

Example: Mr Wells teaches important  History
events from the past.

1) Mr Briggs teaches arithmetic a) English
and algebra.

2) Miss Alexander teaches b) Music
chemical formulas and biology.

3) Mr Williams teaches how ¢) French
to play an instrument.

4) Mr Phillips teaches sports. d) Maths

5) Mrs Brown teaches reading,
writing and grammar.

6) Mrs Elliot teaches a foreign
language. f) Science
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5 Match the infinitive of each verb té its
simple past form.

S

/) be a) taught

2) have b) spoke

3) *know c) was, were
4) say d) knew

5) speak e) thought
6) teach f) had

7) think g) said

Use verbs from exercise 5 to complete these
sentences.

1) Only Mr Wells Matt and Linda’s secret.

2) Linda and Matt chocolate cake for tea.

3) Linda that the white light from the
computer a virus.

4) Mr Briggs angrily to Matt and Linda.

IMPERATIVES

“Stop talking, Chapman! Johnson, sit down!”
“Don't worry,” he said quietly.

7 Complete the sentences with the imperative
(positive or negative) of the following verbs.

touch listen read speak write finish

1) on your textbook!
2) during the test!
3) page 10 for homework!
4) to my explanation!
5) this exercise for tomorrow’s lesson!
6) my computer — it’s delicate!
— B o . Gy
it ; ,
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1) battery a) the computer’s permanent memory
2) CD-ROM b) computers and TVs have one
c¢) a general name for floppy disks and CD-ROMs

3) hard disk d) a disc containing multimedia information

4) load e) it can give energy to your computer

5) mouse f) it'’s a big problem if your PC has one

5] SEen g) you can click and move it, but it’s not
Mickey!

7) storage media p) instqll information from a floppy disk

8) virus or CD-ROM —

ST

Time for Another

Adventure

here’s nobody around. Quick, open it!”
y p

T [t was 5 o'clock on Friday afternoon. The school was
deserted and Matt and Linda were standing in front of

Mr Wells’ locker in the staff room. They had to try and find his

CD-ROM. notebook and PC battery before someone discovered them.

i

Five minutes later, hearts beating fast, the two friends were outside

the school gate with all the things in Matt’s backpack.

“Let’s go straight to my house and try to load this CD-ROM, Matt.”
Linda suggested.

“Okay. | hope we can understand Mr Wells’ notes. His handwriting
is terrible!” replied Matt.

t Linda’s house they started work. Mr Wells’ letter told them
to load the time travel software on the CD-ROM. They put
the CD-ROM in the drive and the Mr Wells’ cartoon appeared

again. “To travel in time,” said the funny figure, “you must type the

-10 -



2 Complete the sentences using the following verbs.
Their meanings are explained with synonyms.

look at = observe look like = be similar to
look = appear look for = search
1) Linda likes information for school projects on the Internet.
2) Mr Briggs always angry.
3) After the Mr Wells cartoon disappeared, Matt and Linda
his letter.

4) Mr Wells a cactus!

co-ordinates of your destination, the month and the year.”

Matt and Linda saw there were two boxes, one for the co-ordinates

and one for the date.

“We know the year,” said Matt, “but the month?”

“Look!” Linda moved the mouse and a window appeared on the screen.
PP

“ “Time Trip Files’,” she read. “‘Ducksbury Castle, October 1215 —
no that’s not it ... ‘Kansas, September 1864’ — vyes, that’s it, Matt!

[ knew that Mr Wells was a cowboy film fan. Now he’s stuck in the
Wild West!” she laughed.




