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Some houses are deSigned to be smart. Others have smart
designs. An example of the second type of house won an A-
ward of Excellence frdm the American Insntute of Architects.

Located on the shore of Sullivan’s Island off the coast of
South Carolina, the award-winning cube-shaped beach house
was built to replace one smashed to pieces by Hurrkane (i x)
Hugo 10 years ago. In September 1989, Hugo struck South
Carolina,killing 18 people and damaging or destroying 36,000
homes in the state.

Before Hugo, many new houses built along south Caro-
lina’s shoreline were poorly constructed, and enforcement of
building codes wasn’t strict,according to architect Ray Huff,
who created the cleverly-designed beach house. In Hugo’s
wake,all new shoreline houses are required to meet stricter,
better-enforced codes. The new beach house on Sullivan’s Is-
land should be able to withstand a Category 3 hurricane with
peak winds of 179 t0 209 kilometers per hour.

At flrst sight, the hollse on Sullivan’s Island looks any-
thing but hurricane-proof. Its redwood shell makes it resemble
“a large party lantern(47%)” at night,according to one observ-
er. But looks can be deceiving. The house’s wooden frame is
reinforced with long steel rods to give it extra strength.

To funher protect the house from hurricane damage, Huff
raised it 2. 7 meters off the ground on timber pilings—long,

slender columns of wood anchored deep in the sand. Pilings
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might appear insecure, but they are strong enough to support
the weight of the house. They also elevate the house above
storm surges. The pilings allow the surges to run under the
house instead of running into it. “These swells of water come
ashore at tremendous speeds and cause most of the damage
.done to beoch-front buildings,” said Huff.

Huff dgsigned the timber pilings to be partially concealed
by the house’s ground-to-roof shell. “The shell masks the pil-
ings so that the house doesn’t look like it’s standing with its
pant legs pulled up,said Huff. In the event of a storm surge,
the shell should break apart and let the waves rush under the
house, the archnect explained.

36. After the tragedy caused by Hurricane Hugo, new houses
built along South Carolina’ s shore line are required

A. to be easily reinforced

B. to look smarter in design

C/ to meet stricter building standards
D. to be designed in the shape of cubes

37. The award-winning beach house is qune strong because

A/ it is strengthened by steel rods
B. it is made of redwood
C. it is in the shape of a shell
D. it is built with timber and concrete
38. Huff raised the house 2. 7 meters off the ground on timber
pilings in order to .
A. withstand peak winds of about 200 km/hr
B. anchor stronger pilings deep in the sand
C. break huge sea waves into smaller ones

.\9{ prevent water from rushing into the house
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39. The main function of the shell is
A. to strengthen the pilings of the house
\I}. to give the house a better appearance
C. to protect the wooden frame of the house
D. to slow down the speed of the swelling water

40. It can be infelred from the passage that the shell should be

A. fancy-looking B. waterproof
\9. easily breakable D. extremely strong
REERESW
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A recent study, published in last week’s Journal of the A-
merican Medical Association,offers a picture of how risky it is
to get a lift from a teenage driver. Indeed,a 16-year-old driver
with three or more passengers is three times as likely to have a
fatal accident as a teenager driving alone, By contrast. the risk

of death for drivers between 30 and 59 decreases with each ad-
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ditional passenger.

The author also found that the death rates for teenage
drivers increased dramatically after 10 p. m. , and especially af-
ter midnight, with passengers in the car, the driver was even
more likely to die in a late-night accident.

Robert Foss,a scientist at the University of North Caro-
lina Highway Safety Research Center, says the higher death
rates for teenage drivers have less to do with“really stupid be-
havior” than with just a lack of driving experience. “The basic
issue,” Be says,“is that adults who are responsible for issuing
licenses fail to recognize how complex and skilled a task driv-
ing is. ”

Both he and the author of the study believe that the way
to mitigate (ffi---Z%f% ). the problem is to have states institute
so-cailed graduated licensing systems, in which getting a li-
cense is a multistage process. A graduated license requires that
a teenager first prove himself capable of driving in the presence
of an adult, followed by a period of driving with night of pas-
senger restrictions, before graduating to full driving privileges.

Graduated licensing systems have reduced teenage driver
crashes, according to recent studies, about half of the states
now have some sort of graduated licensing system in place, but
only 10 of those states have restrictions on passengers,Califor-
nia is the strictest, with a novice (# ¥F ) driver prohibited from
carrying any passenger under 20(without the presence of an a-
dult over 25)for the first six months.

21. Which of the following situations is most dangerous ac-
cording to the passage?

A. Adults giving a lift to teenagers on the highway after 10 p. m.

\B/ A teenager driving after midnight with passengers in the car.
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C. Adults driving with three or more teenage passengers late at
night.
D. A teenager getting a lirt from a stranger on the highway at mid-
night.
22. According to Robert Foss, the high death rate of teenage
drivers is mainly due to
A. their frequent driving at night
B. their improper way of driving
\(j their lack of driving experience
D. their driving with passengers
23. According to Paragraph 3, which of the following state-
ments is TRUE?
A. Teenagers should spend more time learning to drive.
B. Dr{ving iS a skill too complicated for teenagers to learn.
C. Restrictions should be imposed on teenagers applying to take driv-
ing lessons.
- D The licensing authorities are partly responsible for teenagers’driv-
ing accidents.
24. A suggested measure to be taken to reduce teenagers’driv-
ing accidents is that
A. driving in the presence of an adult should be made a rule
B. they should be prohibited from taking on passengers
C. they should not be allowed to drive after 10 p. m.
Dy the licensing system should be improved

25. The present situation in about half of the states is that the

graduated licensing system

A. is under discussion B. is about to be set up
C. has been put into effect D. has been perfected
REERESN
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Professor Smith recently persuaded 35, people, 23 of them
women,to keep a diary of all their absent-minded actions for a
fortnight. When he came to analyse their embarrassing lapses
(#£4%)in a scientific report,he was surprised to find that near-
lyall of themfell into afewgroupings. Nor did the lapses appear
tobe entirely random (Jfi#lLf).

One of the women, for instance,on leaving her house for
work one morning threw her dog her earrings and tried to fix a
dog biscuit on her ear. “the explanation for this is that the
brain is like a computer,” explains the professor. “People pro-
gramme themselves to do certain activities regularly. It was
the woman’s custom everymorning to throwher dog two bis-

cuits and thenput on her earrings. But somehow the action got
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reversed in the prograrme,” About one in twenty of the inci-
dents the volunteers reported were these “programme assem-
bly failures. ”

Altogether the volunteers logged 433 unintentional ac-
tions that they found themselves doing—an average of twelve
each. There appear to be peak periods in the day when we are
at our zaniest(F5ZE A% #). These are two hours some time be-
tween eight a. m. and noon,between four and six p. m. with a
smaller peak between eight and ten p. m. “Among men the
peak seems to be when a changeover in brain‘programmes’oc-
curs, as for instance between going to and from work.”
Women on average reported slightly more lapses—12. 5 com-
pared with 10. 9 for men probably because theywere more reli-
able reporters.

A startling finding of the research is that the absent-mind-
ed activity is a hazard of doing things in which we are skilled.
Normally,you would expect that skill reduces the number of
errors we make. But trying to avoid silly slips by concentra-
ting more could make things a lot worse even dangerous.

31. In his study Professor Smith asked the subjects

A. to keep track of people who tend to forget things

B. to report their embarrassing lapses at random

C. to analyse their awkward experiences scientifically
D. to keep a record of what they did unintentionally
32. Professor smith discovered that
A. certain patterns can be identified in the recorded incidents
B. many people were too embarrassed to admit their absent-minded-
ness
C. men tend to be more absent-minded than women
D. absent-mindedness is an excusable human weakness

33. “Programme assembly failures” (Para. 2) refers to the phe-
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nomenon that people

34.

35,

A. often fail to programme their routines beforehand

B. tend to make mistakes when they are in a hurry

C. unconsciously change the sequence of doing things

D. are likely to mess things up if they are too tired

We learn from the third paragraph that

A. absent-mindedness tends to occur during certain hours of the day

B. women are very careful to perform actions during peak periods

C. women experience more peak periods of absent-mindednes

D. men’s absent-mindedness often results in funny situations

It can be concluded from the passage that

A. people should avoid doing important things during peak periods of

lapses

B. hazards can be avoided when people do things they are good at

C. people should be careful when programming their actions

D. lapses cannot always be attributed to lack of concentration

32.

33
34

35.

[A]

. [C]
. [A]

[D]
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