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Pre-Reading Questions

1. Do you like traveling? And why?
2. What do you know about Sun Moon Lake?
3. Have you ever been to Sun Moon Lake? If so, how

did you feel about it?
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O Passage One

Love of Sun Moon Lake

o many of my friends, Sun Moon Lake, like
TAlishan, is a symbol of Taiwan, the largest
island in China. But some of them felt somewhat
disappointed after a visit to the lake, finding
there was nothing special except that it was a bit
larger than West Lake. Nevertheless, it is still a
land of my dream. Last month, I eventually got
such a chance to travel there. I fell in love with
the lake at the first sight, for its tranquil turquoise
water and the surrounding mountains, which
were reflected in the still waters of the lake. After a light rain, the mists rose
from the lake, making it more mysterious and lovely.

Friends in Taiwan hired a boat and sailed around the beautiful lake with
me. As the boat drifted on the water, the cool wind refreshed me and the
buildings passed by slowly. The water, whose color changed from blue to
green, was crystal clear. “The lake, which covers an area of about 7.7 square
kilometers and has an average water depth of over 30 meters, is the largest
freshwater lake in Taiwan, and as early as the Qing Dynasty, it was ranked as
one of the Eight Wonders of Taiwan,” the boatman told us proudly.

With the boat anchored at the dock, we got to the unique island in the
middle of the lake by crossing a shaky wooden bridge. My friends told me the
Island, very famous, called Lalu, was where Thao tribe used to reside and was
still considered to be the holy residence of the spirits of the tribe’s ancestors.
When seen from the distance, the island was like a pearl floating on the water,
so it was also called Pearl Island. The island divides the lake into two parts,
namely, the east part looking like the sun and the west part looking like the

moon, and it was thus named as “Sun Moon Lake.” On the island there are
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many lofty trees, and sits a pavilion named Old Man Under the Moon with a
statue of the Old Man in the center. Young men and women can hold the red
line in the Old Man’s hand and take pictures. Here is a top choice for those
newly-married couples on their honeymoon.

Numerous places of interest are found around the lake. Lying to the
southwest of Lalu, the Xuan Guang Temple, which was built at the foot of
Qinglong Mountain, is the most important one. We took the winding path
surrounded by giant trees that lay along both sides, up to the temple. When
leaning on the balcony in the temple, we got a panoramic view of the lake. The
scenery looked like a living Chinese painting. It was truly breathtaking.

We continued to climb up the mountain, to the highest point at the lake —
Cien Tower, built by Chiang Kai-shek in memory of his mother. It imitated the
tower style of Song Dynasty and is 45 meters high with nine floors, bringing its
top to an even 1,000 meters above sea level. A big bronze bell is hung inside the
tower and visitors can ring it after climbing onto the top floor. Having climbed
the spiral stairway to the tower, we obtained different views of the lake.

At the Sun Moon Lake, we naturally wanted to pay a visit to Wen Wu
Temple. Consequently, after going down from Cien Tower, we took a short
rest, and then we began to climbed up the winding driveway. Half way up the
mountain was located Wen Wu Temple, which got its name for being dedicated
to Confucius, Yue Fei and Guan Yu. When we got to the front of the temple,
the first sight we saw were two huge and fierce-looking stone lions guarding
the entrance to the temple. I quickly took out the camera and started to take
photos. Inside the temple, a large number of visitors were burning incense to
pray for good luck. I also burned some and made a wish.

“A big event called ‘Ten Thousand People Swim Across Sun Moon Lake’ is
held every September. Actually it attracts more than ten thousand swimmers
from around the island and outside every year, as it is also the only time of
the year when swimming in the lake is permitted,” one friend told me. If we
traveled here at that season, it would be another scene.

The lake offered us a plethora of picturesque sights to enjoy. But it was at
dusk, and I had to bid farewell to the lake, with a hope that I can come again

next time.
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® Text Understanding

IL.

Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the
passage. Write T for True and F for False.

1. All of my friends enjoyed themselves when they paid a visit to Sun
Moon Lake.

The lake is very deep and is the largest freshwater lake in Taiwan.

Thao tribe used to live in Sun Moon Lake.

Xuan Guang Temple is located to the southeast of Lalu.

S RN

There are three stone lions in front of the temple.

Choose the best answer from the four choices given below according to the
passage.
1. In the first paragraph of the text, the writer tries to tell us
A. the writer’s wish of visiting Sun Moon Lake came true
B. the writer’s friends didn't speak highly of Sun Moon Lake
C. the feeling of the friends when they went to Sun Moon Lake
D. Sun Moon Lake is a symbol of Taiwan
2. After reading paragraph two of the text, what can we know about the boat?
A. Tt was very fast.
B. The owner of the boat was not satisfied with his life.
C. The owner of the boat was very proud of Sun Moon Lake.
D. The boat was very small.

3. What can we infer from the text?

A. The Old Man refers to an ordinary old man.

B. Sun Moon Lake is divided by Lalu.

C. Xuan Guang Temple is one of the most important interests around the lake.
D. Sun Moon lake is very popular with swimmers.

4. Ifyouwent to Sun Moon Lake in spring, what couldn't you do according to the text?

A. Enjoy the beautiful sights.
B. Take pictures beside the statue of the Old Man.

C. Visit numerous places of interest around the lake.
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D. Swim in the lake.

5. What's the main idea of the text?
A. The writer’s feeling about Sun Moon Lake.
B. The writer’s objective description of Sun Moon Lake.
C. The writer’s pleasant experience in Sun Moon Lake.
D. The writer’s enjoyable visit to Taiwan.

. Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the passage.

Although some of my friends were disappointed after a visit to Sun Moon
Lake, itisstill _1  my dream. Last month, I eventually got a chance to travel
there. The first activity I did was to travel by 2 with my friends on the lake.
As the boat drifted on the water, the cool wind refreshed me and the buildings
passed by slowly. Then we got to the unique island in the middle of the lake, which
was called ___3 . It divides Sun Moon Lake into two parts: __4 __looking like
the sun while the west part looking like the moon. Lying to the southwest of Lalu
was the Xuan Guéng Temple, which was built at the foot of ___ 5 . We took the

6 path surrounded by giant trees that lay along both sides, up to the temple,

to get a panoramic view of the lake. After going down from ___ 7 the highest

point of the lake, we went to Wen Wu Temple. People call it Wen Wu Temple because
it__ 8  Confucius, Yue Fei and Guan Yu. I took some photos and burned some
incense there. Every September, a big event called Ten Thousand People Swim
Across Sun Moon Lake is held at the Sun Moon Lake, which 9 more than
ten thousand swimmers from around the island and outside. Actually, the Sun

Moon Lake provides many __ 10 for us to enjoy.

® Language Focus

Complete the following statements with words from the box in their proper forms.
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After a long walk, we got home.

There is no one to the isolated farms.

These of famous people in ancient China are well preserved.
Her image was in the mirror.

Many visitors come to see the pandas in National Zoo every year.

e &k e o e

They see many opportunities to deliver a better customer experience, and
build a better company.

7. The man himself with a glass of ice tea.

8. I haveto permission from the principal.

9. The two companies have worked together on occasions.

10. Theview from the hotel windowwas
II. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. But some of them felt somewhat disappointed after a visit to the lake, finding
there was nothing special except that it was a bit larger than West Lake.

2. When the boat drifted on the water, the cool wind refreshed me and the
buildings passed by slowly.

3. My friends told me the Island, very famous, called Lalu, was where Thao tribe
used to reside and was still considered to be the holy residence of the spirits of
the tribe’s ancestors.

4. We took the winding path surrounded by giant trees that lay upon one another
along both sides, up to the temple.

5. When we got to the front of the temple, the first sight we saw was two huge and

fierce-looking stone lions guarding the entrance to the temple.

O Passage Two
Taoyuan Cave

A) Located ten kilometers north of Yong’an in Fujian Province, Taoyuan

Cave is a national geological park, approved as a national AAAA scenic area.
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Having jagged rocks of grotesque shapes and luxuriant trees, the unique
landscape is known for its wonder, excellence, beauty, seclusion, and
perilousness.

B) Covering an area of 28.78 square kilometers, the Taoyuan Cave Scenic
Area is a Danxia landform, composed of five parts: the Taoyuan Cave, the
Baizhang Rock, the Xiuzhu Bay, Geli, and the Palm Lake, all of which are along
the Shaxi River.

C) The highlight of the whole Senic Area is the Taoyuan Cave, which covers
an area of some 0.74 square kilometers. Here people can enjoy magnificent
cliffs, dense natural forests and fantastic rocks. The cave can be dated back to
the Tang Dynasty, which had a faster development in the Song Dynasty and
the Ming Dynasty. Li Gang, who served as Prime Minister of the Southern
Song Dynasty, once lived and studied here, and Xu Xiake, the great traveler
and geographer in the Ming Dynasty, had also left his footprints here. Both of
them had written poems about the beautiful scenery. During the Wanli period
of the Ming D{masty, a local official named Chen Yuanzhan donated money to
build pavilions, viewing platforms and other structures on the mountain, and
named the cave Taoyuan, having four huge characters “Tao Yuan Dong Kou”
engraved in the 120-meter-high cliff. From then on, the Taoyuan Cave became
well-known in China.

D) Other two noted parts of the whole Scenic Area are Baizhang Rock and
Palm Lake. The former, located in the south of Taoyuan Cave, is characterized
by the high mountain and steep cliff, covering an area of 2.6 kilometers. There
are more than 20 places of historic figures and cultural heritage, among which
is the famous Markov Fairy Temple built in the Ming Dynasty high on the
cliff. The latter got its name from a story that there once were lots of palm
trees growing on the nearby mountain which as a result was called the Palm
Mountain. And there is a Palm Temple, which was said to have been built by the
Buddhist monks after they settled down here as early as in the Tang Dynasty.

E) In the Scenic Area, there are hundreds of places of historic interest and
scenic beauty which include more than 60 natural landscapes and 40 places
of historic figures and cultural heritage distributing in the two sides of Shaxi
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River. The famous scenic spots include Suodong Bridge, Crossing Rainbow
Bridge, A Thread of Sky, Wind Cave, Dripping Rock, Heaven Pond, Peach
Blossom Brook, Gusao Peak and so on. The most famous are the scenic spots
of A Thread of Sky and the Peach Blossom Brook.

F) A Thread of Sky: There are six so called “A Thread of Sky” sites in the
Taoyuan Cave Scenic Area. Each one is actually a crack between two cliffs
formed by the movement of mountains over the years. Like being chopped
by an axe, the narrow crack only allows a ray of sunlight to penetrate to the
bottom of the mountain. The cliff crack extends as high as 90 meters to the
peak.

G) The Peach Blossom Brook: The Brook winds through the green trees
and blooming flowers with a length of 7 kilometers. If you take the kayak from
Tongpan village down the river, you can enjoy a thrilling and fun experience,
and marvel at the wonderful scenery of a 300-meter-long thread in the water.

H) Over the years, many celebrities have visited this area for its beautiful

sceneries and secluded location. Even now, the area still attracts a large

number of visitors every year.
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Choose the best answer to each question with the information you get from the
passage.
1. How many square kilometers does the Taoyuan Cave cover?
A. 10 square kilometers. B. 0.78 square kilometers.
C. 28.78 square kilometers. D. None of the above.
2. What's the main point of paragraph three of the passage?
A. The history of Taoyuan Cave.
B. Avivid description of Taoyuan Cave, including its history.
C. Xu Xiake's experience in Taoyuan Cave.
D. Chen Yuanzhan's contribution to Taoyuan Cave.
3. What can we infer from the passage concerning the Palm Lake?
A. Ttis surrounded by many palm trees.
B. Itis one of the noted parts of the whole Scenic Area.
C. It covers an area of 2.6 kilometers.
D. There are more than 20 places of historic figures and cultural heritage.
4. What can you enjoy when visiting the Scenic Area?
A. Suodong Bridge. B. AThread of Sky.
C. Gusao Peak. D. All of the above.
5. Which of the following is not true according to the passage?
A. A Thread of Sky is actually a crack between two cliffs formed by the
movement of mountains over the years.
B. Taoyuan Cave has become less popular than before.
C. The peak of A Thread of Sky is as high as 90 meters.
D. Peach Blossom Book is as long as 7 kilometers.

Each of the following statements contains information given in one of the

paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived

by choosing the letter before each paragraph to match the corresponding

statements.

1. Many natural landscapes of historic interest and scenic beauty are located
along the two sides of Shaxi River.

2. With the green trees and blooming flowers , the Brook is 7 kilometers long.



