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Abstract

Report on Economic Development in China Minority Region (2012)
is an annual production of The Economic research Center of west mi-
nority regions at SouthWest University for Nationalities. The report is
fund by the Fundamental Research Funds for the Central Universities.
It is also an important staged result of The National Social Science
Fund Project(09&ZD011 ) named “Research of some important issues
of promoting Socioeconomic Development in Minority Regions under
New Situation”.

The Economic research Center of west minority regions was estab-
lished in 2006 for the purpose of “serve for minorities, minority re-
gions and national develop strategy”. The center focuses on the socioe-
conomic development of minority regions. The main research objectives
are the outstanding problems, antinomies and hotspots of socioeconom-
ic development in minority regions. Under the guidance of Marxism
and scientific development, the center concentrates on the combination
of traditional development theory and the special situation of minority
regions. It has established several main research directions such as e-
conomic and financial development, tourism economy and cultural de-
velopment, and so on.

Report on Economic Development in China Minority Region will
be an annual production of the center, which is mainly focused on the

research of the important aspects and problems of socioeconomic devel-
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opment in minority regions. The topic of the report this year is shifting
the pattern of economic growth in minority regions. The report contains
three aspects; main report, special topic report and regional report.
The main conclusions of the report are as follows :

Firstly, thoroughly applying the scientific outlook on development
to ensure sound and rapid economic growth in minority regions is the
key point for achieving sound and rapid economic growth of China.
It’ s determined by the strategy location, endowment of resources and
development character of minority regions.

Secondly, we identify the basic features of economic growth in mi-
nority regions: (1) the investment demand from SOE is the main source
of aggregate demand ; (2)the main input factors in minority regions are
nature resources and low — cost labors; (3 ) elementary industry, espe-
cially natural resources intensive industry is the most important part in
GDP; (4) the spatial structure of minority regions is low level aggrega-
tion. The features above determine that the irrationality economic
structure will induce low economic quality and low profit; the unsus-
tainable economic is also harmful to environment. The impact of eco-
nomic growth on welfare of society and individual will be limited.

Thirdly, in order to ensure sound and rapid development, minori-
ty regions should reduce the development gap from third aspects:
(1) inter — regionally, including coastal versus inland regions, north-
ern versus southern regions, and inter — provincial ; (2 ) intra — region-
ally, that is urban versus rural areas; (3 ) between groups of individu-
als, especially between the rich and poor, between minority and major-
ity. It also should solve some problems such as dual — economy, exten-
sive pattern of growth and internal disharmony.

Fourthly, accelerating the transformation of the mode of economic
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development is the key point for minority regions to achieve sound and
rapid growth. The key internal causes to obstacle the transformation of
the development mode refer to the micro foundation such as individual ,
economic organization, market and division of labor; the main external
causes are disadvantages of regional relation and geographical division
of labor. Sound and rapid growth, man’s all — round way development
and environment protection are the objection of the transformation of
development mode, which should be begun with fostering micro foun-
dation and ameliorating the situation of technology, institution, policy
and society. Reshaping the regional relation with the view of planning
as a whole and changing the role of minority regions in the geographical
division system are vital part of transforming the pattern of economic
growth.

Fifthly, the emphasis of demand optimization is increasing the in-
ternal consumption and external demand which depends on the im-
provement of human resources and economic organization competitive-
ness. Minority regions should change the industry structure from the
secondary industry driven economy to a more harmony one. To do so,
they should form a high — value added and high — tech intensive indus-
try chain and foster characteristic economy. In order to optimize the
spatial structure, minority regions should divide functional areas rea-
sonably and achieve agglomeration at proper areas which can gain a
more effective environmental management.

Sixthly, sound and rapid scientific development and the transfor-
mation of develop mode demand urgently that minority regions should

follow the new development strategy and establish awareness of “rapid

”

development” , “harmony development” , “intensive development
p y p P ’

and “effective development”. The new strategy includes new path of
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industrialization, urbanization and new strategy of resource and land
development, opening — up policy and social management.

Seventhly, minority regions are still very poor, so they should
handle several relationships: (1) the relationship of “rapid develop-
ment” and “sound development” ; (2) the relationship of “resources
protection” and “resources consumption” ; (3) the relationship of “e-
conomic development” and “society development” ; (4) the relation-
ship of “short — term advantage” and “long — term advantage” ; (5) the
relationship of “external driven development” and “internal driven de-
velopment”.

Finally, the development progress should be promoted by govern-
ment to achieve sound and rapid development. The progress is differ-
ent at different stages and regions. They should establish a perfect sup-
port framework such as institution system, policy system and education

system.
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