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Preface

On October 27, 2013, “Future of Sciences of Human Settlements: 3" International Symposium on Sciences of Human
Settlements”, co-organized by Tsinghua University, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and Chinese Academy of Enginee-
ring (CAE), was held in Tsinghua University.

At the opening ceremony, Fan Daiming, Vice President of CAE, Xue Qikun, Vice President of Tsinghua University,
and Wang Jingze, Deputy Director General of Bureau of CAS Academic Divisions, respectively made an address. Prof.
Zhuang Weimin, Dean of School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, presided over the opening ceremony. After the
opening ceremony, Mr. Wu Liangyong, Academician of CAE and CAS and Professor of School of Architecture, Tsinghua
University, gave the keynote speech on the topic of “new-type urbanization and the development of Sciences of Human Sett-
lements in China”, which pointed out that: it is a challenge of strategic importance in the course of transformation in China
with regard to how to realize a healthy new-type urbanization. The scientific approach of “limited solutions to complex ques-
tions” should be adopted to make people-oriented settlements come true; a human settlements civilization should be culti-
vated on the basis of ecological civilization; rural development should be promoted in units of county; it should encourage
the decision-makers and think tanks to improve the management mechanism. In a word, the Sciences of Human Settlements
shall be understood from the angle of scientific transformation, from which perspective of view new pioneering undertakings
and the arrival of a great era can be expected.

Subsequently, Prof. Bian Lanchun, Chairman of Faculty Council of School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, took
charge of the discussion on the 1st section. Sgoutas, past President of International Union of Architects (UIA), Prof. Tang
Xiaoyan, Academician of CAE, Professor of College of Environmental Sciences and Engineering, Peking University, and
Prof. Wu Weijia, Director of Urban Planning Department of School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, gave speeches
on the topic of “construction of human settlements in human-oriented care and ecological civilization”. Chen Weibang, the
former Chief Planner of the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, gave a speech on the topic of “the national
strategy and top-level design on development transformation, urbanization and human settlements construction”.

The meeting in the afternoon comprised the discussion on the 2nd and 3rd section. Prof. Zhu Wenyi, Director of Aca-
demic Board of School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, took charge of the discussion on the 2nd section. Prof. Fan Jie,
Director of Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling of CAS and Vice Council President of Urban
Planning Society of China, and Wang Kai, Vice President of China Academy of Urban Planning & Design, gave speeches
on the topic of “relationship of human settlements construction and urbanization quality”’; Zhou Lan, Director-General of
Jiangsu Provincial Department of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, and Prof. Zhao Wanmin, Dean of Faculty of Ar-
chitecture and Urban Planning, Chongqing University, gave speeches on the topic of “nice human settlements, harmonious
society and ‘Five in One’ general layout”.

Prof. Mao Qizhi, Deputy Director of Institute of Architectural and Urban Studies, Tsinghua University, took charge
of the 3rd section, on which a wide-ranging discussion on the Sciences of Human Settlements initiated by Academician
Wu Liangyong and its future development was conducted. At the meeting, He Xinghua, Head of Department of Planning,
Finance and Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, Shi Nan, Vice Council President and Se-
cretary-general of Urban Planning Society of China, and Vice President of the International Society of City and Regional
Planners (ISOCARP), Shi Weiliang, Chief Planner of Beijing Municipal Commission of Urban Planning, President of Bei-
Jjing Municipal Institute of City Planning & Design, Prof. Zhang Ming, Dean of School of Urban Design, Wuhan University,
Researcher Gao Xiaolu, Deputy Director of Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Modeling of CAS, Prof.
Wang Zhongjing, Vice Dean of School of Civil Engineering, Tsinghua University, Prof. Du Pengfei, Chairman of Faculty

Council of School of Environment, Tsinghua University, Prof. Zhu Wenyi, Director of Academic Board of School of Archi-
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tecture, Tsinghua University, and Yuan Xin, Executive Vice President of Tsinghua Holdings Human Settlements
Construction (Group) Co., Ltd. (THHSCG), respectively expressed their own viewpoints.

The meeting has drawn approximately one hundred participants, including experts and scholars at home
and abroad as well as the representatives of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Chinese Academy of Enginee-
ring and Tsinghua University.

It is learnt that the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Chinese Academy of Engineering and Tsinghua
University jointly held two sessions of International Symposium on Sciences of Human Settlements in 2011 and
2012 respectively titled "Progress in Sciences of Human Settlements" and "Theory and Practice on the Sciences
of Human Settlements". Numerous experts from home and abroad gathered together to have high-end academic
discussions. Following the mission and spirit of the previous two symposiums, this symposium is themed with
"Future of Sciences of Human Settlements" in the context of rapid urbanization and transformation of develop-
ment mode in China; well-known experts and scholars from home and abroad had undertaken profound and ex-
tensive academic discussions aiming at the human settlements construction in human-oriented care and ecological
civilization, the national strategy and top-level design on development transformation, urbanization and human
settlements construction, relationship of human settlements construction and urbanization quality, nice human
settlements, harmonious society and “Five in One” general layout, etc, and given their advice and suggestions for
the construction of ordered space and agreeable living environment.

“The sciences of human settlements” are an scientific system on human settlements which is formed with
architecture, urban planning and landscape as the core and through the integration of such disciplines as engi-
neering, sociology, geography and ecology, so as to address the challenges in China’ s urbanization progress in
a scientific manner and thus itself constitutes a significant theoretical contribution to the field of urban and rural
construction by the Chinese scholars. It has been two decades since human settlements sciences were proposed in
China. In August, 1993, jointly with Zhou Ganzhi and Lin Zhiqun, Wu Liangyong, Professor of Tsinghua Univer-
sity and Academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering, proposed
this brand-new academic idea during the academic reporting of the academy board meeting of CAS Technological
Sciences Division for the first time, which aroused widespread attention in the scientific community. Thereafter,
with the effort of organizing the scientific community and employing a series of national key scientific research
projects as the carrier, the team of Tsinghua University led by Academician Wu Liangyong has proactively
conducted various interdisciplinary researches on human settlements in the Yangtze River Delta, Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei Region, etc., from which fruitful results were yielded and enormous influence was exerted on China’ s
urban and rural planning. The sciences of human settlements initiated by Academician Wu Liangyong, as well as
the scientific research framework constructed, methodology and typical practices carried out by him have pushed
forward the sustainable development of China’ s human settlements construction and research and have gain wide
recognition from the scientific community in China. In addition, Tan Kah Kee Science Award and State Science
and Technology Top Award were granted to him respectively in 2010 and 2011.

Since 2011, the collected papers of Academician Wu Lingyong concerning the development of the sciences
of human settlements “Future Human Settlements” and “The Third Report on the Rural and Urban Spatial Deve-
lopment Planning Study for the Capital Region (Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei)” led by Academician Wu Liangyong have

also been released on this Symposium.
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