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Biography

Professor Zhong Xinming was born in 1935 in Nanning, Guangxi province. Zhong Xinming
began his music education at Southern Arts College in Guangzhou (which was later merged into
Mid—-South Music College in Wuhan) in 1951. He studied composition and graduated in 1956. He
went to Central Conservatory in Tianjin and attended Balanchiv’s class, the former Soviet Union
choir conductor and solfeggio expert; and Alapov’s composition class. He was admitted in the
master —class of orchestra conducting in Shanghai Conservatory of Music at same year, and
studied with the well —known Russia conductor S.G. Dyligiev. Zhong Xinming is a professor at
Wuhan Conservatory of Music nowadays. During his long teaching career, he has been focused on
composition and conducting pedagogy, and his students spread over the world and most of them
have become the main force of musical activities.

Zhong is one of the most productive symphonic composers and dynamic conductors in China.
He has composed a number of works, including Reservoir Capriccio for Symphony Orchestra, An
Exhibition, The Picture of Yangtze River—Symphonic Suite (prize—winning work in the First China
National Symphonic Works Competition), The First Symphony (Chime Bells), The Second Sympho-
ny—Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization (prize—winning work in the Second China National
Symphonic Works Competition), Celebration Overture (prize—winning work in the China National
Black Dragon Cup for Orchestra Works Competition), Violin Concerto—Beautiful is My Homeland,
Preludes Symphonic Poem “1997” (prize—winning work in the Chinese Collection of Music Works
for Celebration of Hong Kong Regress held by Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of
China), Symphonic Concerto—For Qudi of China and Symphony Orchestra. His compositions
emphasize on exploring the own immanent expression of music on the base of tradition. Zhong is
skilled in various contemporary techniques and his works are full of power and grandeur.

The concert exclusively devoted to Zhong Xinming’s symphonic works was successfully per-
formed in Beijing Concert Hall in 1989. The concert was broadcast live in multi-languages to the
whole world. His Second Symphony—“Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization™ received its first
overseas performance at a Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra in Japan, conducted by Yuan Fang in
1991. The Symphonic works were met with warm admiration.

Besides composition, as a very dynamic orchestral conductor, Zhong Xinming has been the
principle conductor of Wuhan Conservatory Orchestra for nearly 40 years. He has worked with nu-

merous domestic and international musicians. He also guest conducted Central Philharmonic Or-



chestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Shanghai Film Orchestra and Wuhan Symphony Orches-
tra, etc. He was awarded the Artist Star Prize by Hubei Province in acknowledgment of his cre-
ative achievements in his music career. He also enjoys the special allowance from the State Coun-

cil of the People’s Republic of China. He was awarded the Fourth Golden Chime Bell Prize for his

lifelong contribution to music in 2011.
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Introduction
First Symphony “Nine Tunes” (1984)

The contents of this symphony were originated from Chinese ancient war time's poet Quyuan's po—
em ‘“nine tunes”. In this work, the composer adopted the sound combination of ancient Chinese chime
bells and Western orchestra. (The independent chime bells part is included. ) Certainly, it is also pos—

sible for the orchestra play it alone without chime bells.

I. Movement Lyric Poem
This movement described those people who fought the enemy's invasion hard and sacrificed for
their home country. People will cherish the memory of their brave heart and victories in the battle

fields for generations.

II. Movement Fishing Song

The main musical material was selected from the old folk music from western region of Hubei
province. The mysterious atmosphere of this movement tells the stories of the goddess of the mountain.
She longed for her lover but without chance to meeting each other, and enjoying herself with the brooks

and animals in the forest alone.

III. Movement Mountain Dance

This is the most important ceremony of the mountain. People danced, and sang their folk songs to
celebrate. Their bold character, brilliant decorations, and crowed street, all of these seemed a beautiful
landscape painting. The middle part of the music contains the most typical “diminished third” harmo—

ny that was the heritage of Quyuan's hometown tune. The movement closed with a huge climax of joy
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The Cast of the Orchestra

BX

Piccolo

2 Flauti

2 Oboi

Corno inglese

2 Clarinetti (A)(B?)
2 Fagotti

4 Corni (F)

3 Trombe (B”)

3 Tromboni

Tuba

Timpani
Triangolo
Tamburo

Piatti

Tam-Tam

Cassa

Zhongguo Xiaobo
Zhongguo Xiaoluo
Zhongguo Zhongluo
Xiao (Da)muyu
Zhongguo Xiaogu
Zhongguo Dagu
Tamburino
Campane
Campanelli
Celesta

Xilofono

Arpa

Pianoforte

Violini [
Violini II
Viole
Violoncelli

Contrabassi
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I. Movement Hymn on Spirits of State Warriors Slayed in War
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