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Chapter 1

Invitations to Linguistics
e as

In chapter one, we will see a general idea of some knowledge related to
language and linguistics.

With regard to language, the definition of language, design features of
language, origin of language, and functions of language are elaborated. Design
features of language refer to the features distinguishing human language from
any animal system of communication. specifically, arbitrariness, duality, creativity,
displacement, cultural transmission, and interchangeability. In terms of the
origin of language. there are six different theories presented, namely, the
natural response theory, the sing-song theory, the pooh-pooh theory, the yo-
he-yo theory, Ta-Ta theory, as well as the bow-wow theory. The functions of
language are specified by different linguists, such as Jakobson and Halliday.
However, in this part, we will learn the knowledge of basic language functions.

For linguistics. some main branches of microlinguistics and macrolinguistics
are introduced in this chapter. In terms of microlinguistics, there are
phonetics. phonology, morphology. syntax, semantics, and pragmatics; while
in term of macrolinguistics, there are sociolinguistics, anthropological
linguistics, psycholinguistics, and computational linguistics. Moreover, the
distinction between descriptive vs. prescriptive, synchronic vs. diachronic,
langue vs. parole, and competence vs. performance is illustrated in detail.

S —2, BN —EiEF RESFRRIRHET T T#.

KTEF EAERBRT HE WV RATEH T HES 6 E CHERFE G-
BRI, BT ME XERFE 248 AKIEF K3 F H b3 ¥ 38 i & 46 0 45
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AOEEGQFEEEE WNEE G B R EEMERE. XTiE
= AGRIE, EEA AL, BEF e R RS IS | “sing-song” FE if |
WETE IS “mh — Wi — BT HRE “Ta-Ta" HLE ANCTETE S . MRET. A AN E AR
FHIEF O REHEAT T 44k, b R A& AT AR A AL AR, AR AE A o, J AT
HAETHRORESWERIGE,
XTFEFF AERNBRMESFNEWES ¥ EENS X, H
POEMESFRASEEE HRAF EEE MEE GELFEMEME  EWE
FFAEHAETF ALEBETE LHEBETEMHEIES ¥, Wi A%
R JLAEFTFPEERS, MM S EX AN GEFME
BOEFRRAMEFTEA.
1.1 Why study language? ARAHEIES?
1. Language is very essential to human beings.
BEMALELEE,

2.1In language there are many things we should know.
BREZATESHRAHETERN TR,

3. For further understanding, we need to study language scientifically.
AT EMERAM T # EMNFGEREHARES .

1.2 What is language? HA4ARIBE?

Language is a means of verbal communication. It is a system of arbitrary
vocal symbols used in human communication.

Hae—MOLZmm AN, BAKAUOLZRHEESHNESHS

This definition has captured the main features of language.

e. g. human-specific, vocal, arbitrary symbolic, systematic.

ZEXBTEFHENER ALEAN. OLN EE®H . FEH. R
E5 3z 08

a. Human-specific: Language is different from the communication systems
of other forms of life.

e. g. bird songs. bee dances, animal cries.

AEFAN GBS ARTHAEEGTAAERNZRAL.

b. Vocal:For all languages, sound is the primary medium; writing system
comes much later than spoken language.

Ak - MAESME FEREEREEMNEMNBERE®R FOLER
HE.

c. Arbitrary: There is no intrinsic connection between the word and the
thing it denotes.

e.g. “pen” by any other name is the thing we use to write with.

2



fEEM. RS Hr R FY A NEKR.

d. Symbolic: Words are associated with objects, actions and ideas by
convention, “A rose by any other name would smell as sweet. ”—Shakespeare

FF5 0 - B3R 5 TR MR AT O A B8 i 1 Bk R R 20 1 ALY .

e. Systematic: Language is rule-governed; elements in it are arranged
according to certain rules and can't be combined at will.

e. g, bkli, I apple eat are incorrect.

AL . BEERZANZEMNEEEEZREFEAN A, AT E
He.

1.3 Design features of language 55 A& X H4F1E

The features that define human languages are called design features.
which distinguish human language from any animal system o communication.

B H R XS ERIEARES X T HMAEMASIWER R R A

1.3.1 Arbitrariness 4£& %

Arbitrariness refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs (sound)
bear no natural relationship to their meanings.

This is a core feature of language, which was first discussed by Saussure.
There are different levels of arbitrariness: arbitrary relationship between the
sound of a morpheme and its meaning; arbitrariness at the syntactic level;
arbitrariness and convention.

FEMHREESASNERX(MFENFH EHEXZAERAEHE
K&,

XA O, RERBRETETXNMEE. EEHFETAR
HE WS MY ZEANEEEXR; AEEENEEE  EEEMR L.

e. g. There is nothing in the word “tree” that connects it to the concept of
a tree; which is why Spanish can use a totally different sign for the same
concept “darbol”; and so on with other languages.

1.3.2 Duality REM%

Duality refers to the property of having two levels of structures, such
units of the primary level are composed of elements of the secondary level and
each of the two levels has its own principles of organization.

At the lower or basic level, there is a structure of sounds, which are
grouped and regrouped into a large number of units of meaning, which are
found at the higher level of the system. Then the units at the higher level can
be arranged and rearranged into an infinite number of sentences. Talking about

duality, we must notice that language is hierarchical.



RUTE M 4 4 A T2 45 0 B X R RETIE R R G5 A R L2 S5 4 i 4L AR AR 4
BEHAHSHAESN. KESHH A BFREELNETHR.EE
EfTUEAAEHA B AR, AT REA T HEELXN EER
fi, FERMEEHASHEFRASBEREEN G T, HBIDEE. KA
WRERES RFRY.

e.g. The meaningful English word “cat” is composed of the sounds [k],
[@], and [t], which are meaningless as separate individual sounds (and which
can also be combined to form the separate words “tack” and “act”, with
distinct meanings) .

1.3.3 Creativity 4]

Creativity means that language is resourceful because of its duality and its
recursiveness. Recursiveness refers to the rule which can be applied repeatedly
without any definite limit. The recursive nature of language provides a
theoretical basis for the possibility of creating endless sentences.

Because of duality the speaker is able to combine the basic linguistic units
to form an infinite set of sentences, most of which are never before produced
or heard. Language is creative in another sense, that is, its potential to create
endless sentences.

BliE M RIGES EARR M, B HAENEEFS I, & IEHERR
A LLTE PR BCR ) B R AR . 3 U5 4t O € 65 TE 55 1 ) TR i T LR R

B REHEE RS MES RUIBRTR A7, REMA
FRURNRAMSEERATHTN, WA —FEL 5T REEEN, 2
e BB MBI M E TR .

e. g. A speaker can know what a sentence he has never encountered before
means. And such a finite mind can come to know the meanings of infinitely
many sentences.

1.3.4 Displacement #{z%

Displacement means that human languages enable their users to symbolize
objects, events and concepts which are not present (in time and space) at the
moment of conversation.

Displacement benefits human beings by giving them the power to handle
generalizations and abstractions. In a word, for human beings, the intellectual
benefits of displacement are that it makes it possible for us to talk and think in
abstract terms.

AL PE B8 AR T AT LALE 3 A 8 ok R 7R U6 i 2 I R B W)
Pk A
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BUEBRFAMNEEMBMKOES AMEBAL. B2 BAEEFER
M AETEERMNATREMKNER LEFEMEE,

e. g One can describe in great detail what happened on the day the
Declaration of Independence was signed. even though this occurred more than
200 years ago. Humans also have the ability to talk about what they want to do
twenty years from now, including where they wish to live or what job they
want to have.

1.3.5 Cultural transmission AL 4% 1

Language is not biologically transmitted. Instead, it is culturally
transmitted from generation to generation through teaching and learning.

B AR WA T % i AT A SRR AR R

e. g. If some certain kinds of birds spend their first seven weeks without
hearing other birds, they will instinctively produce songs or calls, but those
songs will be abnormal in some way. Human infants, growing up in isolation,
produce no ‘instinctive’ language. Cultural transmission of a specific language
is crucial in the human acquisition process.

1.3.6 Interchangeability Z ##

Interchangeability means that any human being can be both producer and
receiver of messages.

HEMEREEMARTURGENREE BTLURREBREEE.

1.4 Origin of language EE KRR

1. The bow-wow theory  “JE¥E”Hif

In primitive times people imitated the sounds of the animal calls in the wild
environment they lived and speech developed from that.

HESAREFTRETAMNEGSMERATERBINARRNEE.

2. The pooh-pooh theory — “BEms” it

In the hard life of our primitive ancestors, they utter instinctive sounds of
pains, anger and joy which gradually developed into language.

BB A B ) B IR A\ 2 S 7 SR U 9 A= A BB b Ok KGR R
AR AN E A AR R Y R LA

3. The “yo-he-ho” theory  “M — Wy — "3 i

As primitive people worked together, they produced some rhythmic grunts
which gradually developed into chants and then into language.

X AEIE A A F R R T R A KR 5 3 et & A RS,
5



4. The natural response theory i85 /KR 5HIE

The natural response theory postulates that language began with vocal
expressions being assigned to objects found in the environment.

XF B IA A RN G B B B2, B RS R AN 5 IR B A

5. The sing-song theory “sing-song”#if

It holds that language develops from primitive ritual songs of praise.

iR F R TR ATE2EAT AL 1 E M H0E .

6.Ta-Ta theory “Ta-Ta”H#it

It believes that body movement preceded language. Language began as an
unconscious vocal imitation of these movements.

RN ALK EETEST 4. B REALELERBE
{5 33X 2652 By i B4 7= R Y

1.5 Functions of language &S BIThAEE

For Jacobson, language is, as any semiotic system, for communication.
He established a well-known framework of language functions based on the six
key elements of communication:

(DReferential: to convey message and information;

@Poetic: to indulge in language for its own sake;

@ Emotive: to express attitudes, feelings and emotions;

@ Conative: to persuade and influence others through commands and
entreaties;

(®Phatic: to establish communion with others;

®Metalingual: to clear up intentions, words and meanings.

HEEMHANR EMAFSRE - BEFTEERITER. MELKEAL
FIAKREZWER FBY T -EELMESEEMHES.

OFrfEohfE X7 R

QR ¥R T LMIE S MILES

@E BT RE 5F o iy 2 FRR 25 Ul IR A e A

©@FEEIHE: 5 AL

©ICIEE YAk FEERE RIENE X

Halliday (1994) proposes a theory of metafunctions of language. It means
that language has three metafunctions:

(D Ideational function: to convey new information, to communicate a

6



content that is unknown to the hearer;

@Interpersonal function: embodying all use of language to express social
and personal relationships. This includes the various ways the speaker enters a
speech situation and performs a speech act;

(@ Textual function: referring to the fact that language has mechanisms to
make any stretch of spoken and written discourse into a coherent and unified
text and make a living passage different from a random list of sentences.

EALER MBS TR EI A RIEF A = k.

OMEWREHEFTEAREFNEERRAMEE L3 —ERMAAE
I RE .

OARE BB FRENEE LT EHETRRBLLSMTANXER,
GBS E AR T HRMELE ST AN TR,

QiR INBE 815 = P A EE — R HLHDRE O 3k 3045 1 A 75 08 41 4 B
i —BOIE R X AP LG L PR A IE E X BT — R AR

According to Hu Zhuanglin, language has at least seven functions:

HAEBEA N ES A ES LI

(DInformative & 2 IRE

The informative function means language is the instrument of thought and
people often use it to communicate new information.

The informative function is predominantly the major role of language; it is
also called ideational function in the framework of functional grammar. That is
to say, language serves for the expression of content, that is, the speaker's
expression of the real world, including the inner world of his own
consciousness.

REMREREET RAXEZMNFER. ANTHE S HES KHH
fEE.

FRINBERESTHREENMA A ENBEEWELE , FBIEBBRK
AMETEE. WEHR. EFHRENERES XN ERE  HEEEREEL
TH 5 22 56 4 i B R BT Py kR

e.g. Examples of informative function can be found in newspaper articles
and scientific studies. as well as in a simple speech where the person shares a
fact. Also, they can be found in poems, novels and plays, where a person
shares an opinion or emotion. For example. “Christmas is a holiday”. “Five
plus five equals 10”, “Mondays are my favorite days” and “Her betrayal made

me think life wasn’t worth living”.



@]Interpersonal function APrRIIEE

The interpersonal function means people can use language to establish and
maintain their status in a society, which is the most sociological use of language.

ABRDhRERE A ES B L Mg Rt 2P S i, X 2iES
REZNHSYE.

e. g. At an elaborate banquet a butler might very well invite the guests to
enter the dining room by saying “The guests may now proceed to the banquet
hall”. In one's own home, however, a host is much more likely to say to the
distinguished guests: “May I suggest that we all find our places at the table.”
But at a gathering of close friends a person is likely to say: “Come! Let’s eat!”
and to members of one’s own family a corresponding expression might be
“Soup’s on!”

@ Performative jifi A T HE

The performative function of language is primarily to change the social
status of persons. The performative function can extend to the control of
reality as on some magical or religious occasion.

HE WA I RE EERA T SR AR 2 AL . i T B T LA KE {6 2
TERF PR M SR M 35 & Xt TR SR

e.g. It can be performed when people are having marriage ceremonies,
sentencing criminals, blessing children, naming a ship at a launching ceremony,
and cursing enemies.

@Emotive function /EIE Ak

The emotive function is one of the most powerful uses of language because
it is so crucial in changing the emotional status of an audience for or against
someone or something. It is similar to expressive function but the latter can be
entirely personal and totally without any implication of communication to others.

RAETHRE I AR RS T A YOS E, E5REEME
W EREREALFEES BiE.

e. g. A man may say “ouch!” after striking a fingernail with a hammer, or
he may utter damn when realizing that he has forgotten an appointment.

®Phatic communion  FERE I fE

The phatic communion means people always use some small, seemingly
meaningless expressions to maintain a comfortable relationship between people

without any factual content.

8



FEME D) BB R A8 A6 A /N ST 3% A R ok B L 3R 7 300k 4E 755 — b
BRI AR,

e. g. Good morning , God bless you, Niceday, etc.

®Recreational function 1252 Rk

The recreational function means that people use language for the sheer joy
of using it.

R D RE A6 1B T PRk SRR Y SR R T AR B A

e. g. A baby's babbling or a chanter’s chanting.

(DMetalingual function JGi& 5 HfE

The metalingual function means that people can use language to talk about
itself.

TLET NRERERIMTTUAES RITRES 4 &,

e.g. We can use the word “book” to talk about a book, and we can also use
the expression “the word book™ to talk about the sign “b-0-o0-k” itself.

1.6 What is linguistics? {HA4ARIESF"?

Linguistics is the scientific study of language. It studies not just one
language of any one community, but the language of all human beings. It is a
scientific study, based on systematic investigation of linguistic data, and
conducted with reference to some general theory of language structure. The
four principles that make linguistics a science are exhaustiveness, consistency,
economy and objectivity. As a science, linguistics now has a set of established
theories, methods and sub-branches.

EEFRMET WREOR. PN IR R FEA B AT i
HoMBEALXFAES WY, EFFREFEME BACETHREEST
BHOME X FMERSH BT EHWOEAIBTETH. BFFHRLH
MOER RN 55 R — Bt AR E M. ER TR B S %
FESBY T -EHEL FEMSZ.

1.7 Main branches of microlinguistics WMIESZEMNEEL X

1.7.1 Phonetics #F%

Phonetics is the study of speech sounds. it includes three main areas:
articulatory phonetics, acoustic phonetics, and auditory phonetics. To specify.
it includes the production of speech, the sounds of speech. the description and
classification of speech sounds, words and connected speech, etc.

EE¥FEMREST  EAE AN FENR:. R TETY FFETFM
WEEY. BRI AEFENE FIENEST GET NS 2.8
MR EES.



1.7.2 Phonology & %%

Phonology studies the rules governing the structure, distribution, and
sequencing of speech sounds and the shape of syllables.

T R0 SR & S A FHES B9 B DL BT R K.

1.7.3 Morphology # &%

Morphology studies the minimal units of meaning-morphemes and word-
formation processes.

B &2 0 B L B/

1.7.4 Syntax & %%

Syntax refers to the rules governing the way words are combined to form

i 2 U R il 2 .

sentences in a language, or simply. the study of the formation of sentences. It
identifies permissible sequences in a language and the relationships between
elements in sentence structure.

BRI IR B Y L) F RO AL, TR b R R R SR A F B . Ak
B HL 2 T 4 F s & B T LA B ) v 4% i 7 2 1) B BK 2R .

1.7.5 Semantics #&LF

Semantics examines how meaning is encoded in a language. It is not only
concerned with meaning of words as lexical items, but also with levels of
language below the word and above it.

SO A R B IR TR B P RS . B R B A R R 2 1
DN S 7 ST b Pl e\ i Pl S OB 1105 0 =V

1.7.6 Pragmatics &R ¥

Pragmatics is the study of meaning in context. It deals with particular
utterances in particular situations and is especially concerned with the various
ways in which the many social contexts of language can influence interpretation.

EHFEEEETHREL. ERERENGFDLERFENEE, LH
HFEAFESSREWIES RN .

e. g. Pragmatics is the study of how language is used in real life. It is about
practical language use. Examples of English pragmatics include saying “Could I
have a cookie?” or “Those cookies look good” to express “Give me a cookie”.

1.8 Macrolinguisties ZEWIEFZE

Macrolinguistics is the study of language in all aspects, distinct from
microlinguistics, which dealt solely with the formal aspect of language system.
The branches of study which relate linguistics to the research of other areas are
applied linguistics.
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