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Abstract

This writing is focused on Syngman Rhee’s Thought of Independence by
Diplomacy(SRTID). It uses the Dependency Theory as core theory and is based
on the System Theory. As an analytical tool, it adopts historical analysis, multiple
levels of analysis and qualitative analysis to examine the international and domestic
background of f{hee’s thought, its germination and formation, its structure of
his writings, its evolution and consolidation in the course of practice as well as
its impact on the Korean peninsula. This research covers a long period - from
late Joseon Dynasty, through the Korean Empire and the Japanese Colonial
Government, to the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea, including
the United States Military Government in South Korea. And it studies the
diplomatic mediation and the political game among China, the United States,
Russia, Japan and the Korean peninsula.

The theoretical foundation of the writing — the Dependency Theory-may
lead it to be categorized under political economy. To avoid this, the writing re—
interprets and re—constructs it, and puts forward two new concepts, namely, the
Imposed Dependency Theory and the Autonomous Dependency Theory. The
Autonomous Dependency Theory forms precisely the theoretical foundation of
the writing and it needs to be tested as a theoretical framework. The essence of
theory and its logic run through this writing. The broad theoretical context as

well as the hidden story of this writing is the System Theory, which is present
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in the analysis of Rhee’s diplomatic activities. His thought of independence by
diplomacy is examined by combining the System Theory with a perspective at the
levels of international system, state, and individual. The research analyzes in details
the international, national and individual factors which gradually shape Rhee’s
thinking. The factors at these three levels had exerted a subtle influence on his
thought and character formation. In particularly, the study discusses (a) the change
in regional international system of East Asia from autonomy of Suzerain—vassal
to its colonial status by treaty, (b) the contest among the neighboring four states,
and (c) Syngman Rhee’s ancestry, parents and education and how they shaped his
character and thought.

Besides the theories mentioned above, this writing also analyses several concepts,
such as Dependency Diplomacy, Dependent Independence, Independent
Dependence, Peripheral Government, and Peripheral Track—one Diplomacy. It
examines the development of Rhee’s Thought of Independence — Thought of
Independence by Armed Struggle and Thought of Independence by Diplomacy-
his ignorance in the early phase, his vision as showed in his writings, and changes
in the course of practice. Correspondingly, his impression of foreign states also
transformed from being immature in the early phase to being mature during the
Independent Movement, from despise—Qing dynasty, pro—America, anti—Russia,
and support—Japan to dependent—-on—America, suspect—China, anti—Japan and
fear—Russia, all these in the context of changing international situations and
his own experiences. The writing deals with the diplomatic practices of Rhee,
who depended on Korean National Association, the Provisional Government of
Republic of Korea and Korean Commission. They were the most typical cases
demonstrating his Thought of Independence by Diplomacy as well as the most
crucial and important three stages of his diplomatic practices. The cases included
Mandate Diplomacy, Establishment of Diplomatic Relations with Sun Yat—sen
Law of Military Government, Alliance Diplomacy with Lenin Administration

of the Soviet, Petition Diplomacy to the United States, and Reorganization
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Abstract

Diplomacy as well as Anti-Trusteeship Diplomacy. All of them embodied Rhee’s
Thought of Independence by Diplomacy, going through from immaturity,
revision, being tested to maturity. _

The conclusion offers the final word on Syngman Rhee’s independency
model, diplomacy pattern, nature of diplomacy, diplomacy category, diplomacy
channel, diplomacy results, and so on. The man chose to pursue an independent
route through with—America and dependent—on—America diplomacy. He tried
to achieve independence through diplomacy, using the Dependency Diplomacy
as a tool, carried out a semi—democratic system with authoritarian rule. He
inherited, explored and posifi-oned the modern relations between China and the
Korean peninsula, and between America and the Korean peninsula. However,
independence through dependence does not allow an escape from dependency.
South Korea has moved forward from Dependent Independence to Independent
Dependence. S);ngman Rhee, as a pro—America, with—America, dependent—on-
America realist, was an embodiment of contradictions. He professed to practise
democracy and republicanism while displaying surviving remnants of autocratic
monarchy. He craved for independence and unification, but would not refuse
dependence and separation. Hence, there was reality deviating from dream, as well

as gap between words and deeds.
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