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People in the story

SRR AY

Stella: a cook in a restaurant
Tony: Stella’s neighbour
Daisy: Tony’s daughter
Janet: Stella’s best friend
Kathy: Tony’s ex-wife
Klaus: works with Stella
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1. Look at the title of the book. What does it mean if you are next
door to something?

2. What do you call a person who lives next door to you?

3. Look at the pictures of the people on the front cover. What are
they like?

4. Turn to page 6. Look at People in the story. Who do you think

the people in the pictures on the cover are?






Chap’(ev 1 The man

at number three

My friend Janet looked out of my living room
window. ‘Who is that?’ she asked.

I went to look. ‘He lives here,’ I said.

‘He lives here...in Bridge Street?’ Janet asked.

“Yes,” I said. ‘At number three, next door to me.
He’s my new neighbour.’

Janet smiled. ‘He’s very tall,” she said. ‘And I like
his black hair.’

Chapter 1 The man at number three 9



‘Janet,” 1 said. ‘Come away from the window.’ |
didn’t want my new neighbour to see us.

She turned to me.

‘It’s OK,’ she said. ‘I’'m just looking. I don’t want
a new man. I’ve got David.’

David is Janet’s boyfriend.

‘I’m only thinking of you,” she said. ‘You need a
new boyfriend. What’s your neighbour’s job?’ she
asked me.

‘I don’t know,’ I said.

‘Well, how old is he?’

I looked at her. ‘I don’t know, Janet,’ I said.

‘Has he got a girlfriend?’

‘Janet,’ I said. ‘I don’t know anything about him. I
saw him yesterday and we said “hello”. That’s all.’

Janet always wanted me to go out and meet new
men. ..

“You need to go out, Stella,’ she often told me. “You
need to meet new people. New men.’

But I didn’t want to meet new men, and I didn’t
want a boyfriend. I knew Boyfriends didn’t always
make you happy. My last boyfriend, James, didn’t
make me happy.

Janet looked at me. “You’re thinking about James,’
she said. Janet often knows what I’'m thinking. ‘Don’t
think about him,” she said. ‘He wasn’t any good for

. 107 Next Door to Love



you. But you mustn’t think all men are bad. Your
neighbour looks nice.’

‘Stop talking about him!’ I told her. And we
laughed.

Janet left my house at about six o’clock, and I
went up to change for my tennis class. My neighbour
was out in his garden. It was August and there were
lots of flowers in all the gardens. The flowers in the
garden at number three were yellow, red, orange and

pink. Happy colours. But my neighbour didn’t look
happy. .

“You’re sad,’ I thought as I looked down at him.
‘Why? Why are you sad?’ Then he looked up, and I
came away from the window quickly.

Chapter 1 The man at number three 11



