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Wang Chang (1725—1806), styled Defu, was also known with
the literary name Shu’an. He was a native of Qingpu (now Shanghai
City), Jiangsu Province in Qing Dynasty. At his early age, Wang
Chang learned poetry from Shen Degian, therefore he was well-
known as a poet, and named as one of the “seven scholars in Wu
Zhong”. As a successful candidate in the highest imperial examina-
tion under the reign of Emperor Qianlong, Wang Chang’s highest
official rank was the Right Vice Minister of Punishments.
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A Journey to the Pearl Spring

By Wang Chang

The site of Jinan Prefecture is traversed by the Jishui
River, which zigzags underground and gushes out where
there are fissures on the ground. When people cut a stick,
sharpen one end of it, insert it into the soil for three or
four cun and then draw it out, they will be able to get a
spring, which is limpid and crystalline because there is
sand beneath it. Therefore, the springs in Jinan are all crys-
tal clear and not fouled by the mud, but none is as mag-
nificent as the Pearl Spring.

Lying in front of the provincial government office,
the Pearl Spring, which is about seven hundred square me-
ters, is mortared with bricks into a pond and surrounded
with stone balustrades. Watching it carefully beside the

balustrades, people can see the spring gushing out from



beneath the sand in bubbles, which spur in clusters off and
on at various speeds. In the sunlight, the bubbles look
like bright pearls, some bigger and some smaller, rustling
from the bottom to the surface in clusters. According to
Kangcangzi ® “The earth gives birth to water; water gives
birth to steam; steam gives birth to void.” After visiting the
Pearl Spring, I believe it.

After it cleared up one day, I visited the Pearl Spring
with my students Wu Qi and Yang Huaidong and we stayed
there for a long time. Of the fourteen famous springs in Ji-

nan, the Pearl Spring tops the list.

(@ an ancient book about Taoism.






&

E (1731—1815), FE4%, —FF 5, AT L s,
AL, AR EBRBAHE=TNF (1763 )ik,
BAELER, A@aAFE, BEMFERT, LIRARRGKEL
AhZ—, 2K “NHE, FH, AF" ZFLobmA—, A
BIFHAILT X— K, BRAMMIKGESE, L2 FRHT
¥R T S 4369 K4, '

Yao Nai (1731—1815), styled Jichuan or Menggu, was known
as Mr. Xibao due to the name of his study “Xibao”. He was a native
of Tongcheng City, Anhui Province. As a successful candidate in the
highest imperial examination under the reign of Emperor Qian-
long, Yao Nai was once the deputy supervisor of this examination
in Shandong and Hunan Province and his highest official rank was
Vice Minister of Punishments. Yao Nai was one of the representa-
tive of the Tongcheng School, who advocated that the argumenta-

tion, evidence and rhetoric of an article should be integrated.
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