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Rich or Happy

\@5&
(EE: ok k k)

A merchant prince collected many precious antiques,

calligraphy and paintings, various pearls, emeralds and the like.
In order to prevent theft, he installed a tight security system and
rarely went to enjoy them every day, only as part of his personal
wealth to show off,

One day, seized by a whim, the rich merchant decided to let
the building dustman widen his view.

When he entered, the dustman didn't reveal his envy, but
slowly looked through them one by one and enjoyed them
carefully. Out of the thick steel door, the businessman couldn't help
flaunting, "What about them? Having seen so many good things,
aren't you well worth your lifetime?"

The dustman said, "Yes, | now feel myself as rich as you, and
happier than you."

The businessman was extremely puzzled, looking unhappy.

"I have seen all your treasures, so am | not rich as you? And |
don't have to worry about those things, so am | not happier than
you?"

To appreciate is often happier than to possess.
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A Clever Plan
wﬁﬁu

There was once a wise old woman who lived back in the hills.

(MERE: W)

All the children used to come back and ask her questions. She
always gave the right answers.

There was a naughty little boy among the children. One day
he caught a tiny bird and held it in his cupped hands. Then he
gathered his friends around. He said, "Let's trick the old woman. I'll
ask her what I'm holding in my hands. Of course, she'll answer that |
have a bird. Then | will ask her if the bird is living or dead. If she says
the bird is dead, I'll open my hands and let the bird fly away. If she
says the bird is alive, I'll quickly crush it and show her the dead bird.
Either way, she'll be wrong."

The children agreed that this was a clever plan. Up the hill, they
went to the old woman's hut.

"Granny, we have a question for you," they all shouted.

"What's in my hands?" asked the little boy.

"Well, it must be a bird," replied the old woman.

"But is it living or dead?" demanded the excited boy.

The old woman thought for a moment and then replied, "It is
as you will, my child."
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The Trouble Tree

\w
(ME: A hkhkxk)

The carpenter | hired to help restore an old farmhouse had

just finished a rough first day on the job. A flat tire made him lose
an hour of work, his electric saw quit and now his ancient pick
up truck refused to start. While | drove him home, he sat in stony
silence. On arriving, he invited me to meet his family. As we walked
toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching
the tips of the branches with both hands.

After opening the door, he underwent an amazing
transformation. His tanned face was wreathed in smiles, and he
hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss. Afterward he
walked me back to my car. We passed the tree, and my curiosity got
the better of me.l asked him about what | had seen him do earlier.

"Oh, that's my trouble tree." He replied, "l know | can't help
having troubles on the job, but one thing for sure, troubles don't
belong in the house with my wife and children. So | just hung them
up to the tree every night when | came home, then in morning |
pick them up again."

"The funny thing is," he smiled, "When | came out in the
morning to pick up, there aren't nearly as many as | remember
hanging up the night before."

Everybody needs a trouble tree.



