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THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE
APOCALYPSE

PART 1

CHAPTER III
THE DESNOYERS FAMILY

.o

. « . He was an engineer who owned a motor-factory for
automobiles in the outskirts of Paris—a man about thirty-
five, tall, rather heavy and silent, with a deliberate! air
as though he wished to see deeply into men and things.
She was of a light, frivolous character, loving life for the
satisfactions and pleasures which it brought her, appearing
to accept with smiling conformity® the silent and grave
adoration of her husband. She could not well do less
with a man of his merits.® Besides, she had brought to
the marriage a dowry of three hundred thousand francs,
a capital which had enabled the engineer to enlarge his
business. -

Upon Marguerite Laurier the presence ot Julio flashed
like a ray of sunlight in the tiresome salon of Lacour.
She was dancing the fad of the hour and frequenting the
tango teas where reigned the adored Desnoyers. And to
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FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

think that she was being entertained with this celebrated
and interesting man that the other women were raving
about! . . . In order that he might not take her for a
mere middle-class woman like . the other guests at the
senator’s party, she spoke of her modistes, all from the
rue de la Paiz, declaring gravely that no woman who
had any self-regspect could possibly walk through the
streets wearing a gown costing less than eight hundred
francs, and that the hat of a thousand francs—but a few
years ago, an astonishing novelty—was nowadays a very
ordinary affair.

This acquaintanceship made the ~“little Laurier,” as
her friends called her notwithstanding her tallness, much
sought by the master of the dance, in spite of the looks
of wrath and envy hurled at her by the others. What a
triumph for the wife of a simple! engineer who was used
to going everywhere n her mother’s automobile! .
Julio at first had supposed her like al! the others whe
were languishing in his arms, following the rhythmic
complications of the dance, but he soon found that she
was very different. Her coquetry after the first confi.
dential words, but inecreased his admiration He really
had never before been thrown with .. woman of her class.
Those of his first social period were the habitués of the
might restaurants paid for their witchery.” Now Glory
was tossing into his arms ladies of ldgh position bul
with an unconfessable past, anxious for novelties al-
though exceedingly mature. This middle-class woman, who
would advance so confidently toward him and then retreat

‘simple, 75 ¥ &£. 2 witchery, 3§ A P .
2



Bk MR+

i TR,
" REMA AR A58 TR A BLACE AN i, M —
A0 RS B i (R B 00 I B b aOI &
WRPEAR, MARZMEE, VS b kRER A, i
R 7] i v AR, 2 S AP e, SR B T
AR EFEEEA, BRE— I ESER B AT 6 96y
Sh AR AL 5 b —— B B e W — T A AR & B9 BT
Wl — T 9 ——B) T B AR SR % T
BRI SN b 75 0, W IV & TP AR I A 2R
ST, 58 11 25 Bk TE— R 5/ AU R ik I 4, 36
R A TFIF R, 2 B B, MR R A, — AR
HESRET i \ BB — BB F45 50 B S BE B EVF] 1
B 5 1 BT G 5 » A0 9 A i B 00 e
FERTR BE 2 40\ , W5 7 60 S B 0 T S I 7 1
PR B S BT A0 R, AR DU F R TR Sk i
) 5 A e P SRS S ) A P 5258 1 ) 7
TGRS 2 %, B IR T 0 3 A% i i S —
oy ¢ 7 5 A e Al — 8, i 2
B IR 5, 9 5 2 A R 2 S 6 e 1) 8 B
s Pea sk AT B, i S B B AL B A8
T 5 B A e A v B, P 8 2 B0 B D 0, B
BRI 0k 38 — P SR AR Lo\, A R R e T

flitE b, BEG SERUET a0 240 RERI0AE, SRR
2




FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

with such capricious' outbursts of modesty, was a new
type for him. :

Marguerite was also avoiding these places. The meet-
ngs of the two were taking place in accordance with what
she had read in the love stories of Paris. She was going
in search of Julio, fearing to be recognized, tremulous
with emotion, selecting her mosé inconspicuous suit,
and covering her face with a close veil—“the weil of
adultery,” as her friends called it. They had their trysts®
in the least-frequented squares of the district, frequently
changing the places, like timid birds that at the slightest
_ disturbance fly to perch a little further away. Sometimes
they wonld meet in the Buites Chaumont, at others they
preferred the gardens on the left bank of the Seine, the
Luxembourg, and even the distant Parc de Monisouris.
She was always in tremors of terror lest her husband
might surprise them, although she well knew that the
industrious engineer was in his factory a great distance
away. Her agitated aspect, her excessive precautions in
order to slip by unseen, only served to attract the atten-
tion of the passers-by. Although Julio was waxing
impatient with the annoyance of this wandering love

affair which only amounted to a few fugitive kisses, he

finally held his peace, dominated by Marguerite’s plead-
ings. L
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| OUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

I'his state of things lasted two months. They never
knew what secret force suddenly disturbed their tran-
quillity. Perhaps one of her friends, guessing at the truth,
had told the husband anonymously. Perhaps it was she
herself unconsciously, with her inexpressible happiness,
her tardy returns home when dinner was already served,
and the sudden aversion which she showed toward the
engineer in their hours alone, trying to keep her heart
faithful to her lover. To divide her interest between her
legal companion and the man she "oved was o torment that
her s'mple and vehement enthusiasm could not tolerate.

While she was hurrying one night through the rue de
la Pompe, looking at her watch and trembling with im-
patience at not finding an automobile or even a cab, a
man stood in front of her. . . . Etienne Laurier! She
always shuddered with fear on recalling that hour. For
a moment she believed that he was going to kill her. Seri-
ous men, quiet and diffident,! are most terrible in their
explosions of wrath. Her husband knew everything.
With the same patience that he emp oyed in solving his
industrial problems, he had been studying her day by
day, without her ever suspecting the watchfulness behind
that impassive? countenance. Then he had followed
her in order to complete the evidence of his misfortune.

Marguerite had never supposed that he could be so

common and noisy in his anger. She had expected that
he would accept the facts coldly with that slight tinge of
philosophical irony usually shown by distinguished men,

diffident, & £; <~ H 8. ?2impassive, 4§ 3£ 3.
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FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

as the husbands of her friends had done. But the poor
engineer who, oufside of his work, saw only his wife,
loving her as a woman, and adoring her as « dainty and
superior being, a mode' of grace and elegance, could not
endure the thought of her downfall, and cried and threat-
ened without reserve, so that the scandal became known
throughout their entire circle of friends. The senator felt
greatly annoyed in remembering that it was in his ex-
clusive home that the guilty ones had become acquainted;
but his displeasure was visited upon the husband. What
lack of good taste! . .. Women will be women, and
everything is capable of adjustment. But before the im-
prudent outbursts of this frantic devil no elegant solution
was possible, and there was now nothing to do but to
begin divorce proceedings.

At first Laurier spoke of a due'. His wrath was that
of a work horse who breaks the tight reins of his labor-
ing outfit, tosses his mane, neighs wi'dly and bites. The
father was great'y distressed at the possibility of such an
outcome. . . . One scandal more! Julio had dedicated
the greater part of his existence to the handling of arms.

“He will kill the poor man!” he said to the senator. I
am sure that he will kill him. It is the logic of life; the
good-for-nothing always kill those who amount to any-
thing.”

But there was no killing. The Father of the Republic
knew how to handle the clashing parties, with the same
skill that he always employed in' the corridors of the
Senate during a ministerial crisis The scandal was

a
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FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

hushed up. Marguerite went to live with her mother
and took the first steps for a divorce.

Some evenings, when the studio clock was striking
seven, she would yawn and say sadly: “I must go. . . .
I have to go, although this is my true home. . . . Ah,
what a pity that we are not married!”

‘And he, feeling a whole garden of bourgeois virtues,
hitherto ignored, bursting into bloom, repeated in a tone
of conviction:

“That’s so; why are we not: married

Their wishes could be realized. The husband was
facilitating the step by his unexpected intervention. So
young Desnoyers set forth for South America in order
to raise the money and marry Marguerite.

'”
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PART 1I
CHAPTER II
NEW LIFE

When Marguerite was able to return to the studio in
the rue de la Pompe, Julio, who had been living in a per-
petual bad humor, seeing everything in the blackest —
colors, suddenly felt a return of his old optimism.

The war was not going to be so cruel as they all had
at first ‘magined. The days had passed by, and the
movements of the troops were beginning to be less notice-
able. As the number of men diminished in the sireets,
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FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

the feminine population seemed to have increased. Al
though there was great scarcity of money, the banks
still remaining closed, the necessity for it was increas-
ingly great, :n order to secure provisions. Memories of
the famine of the siege of 70 tormented the imagina-
tion. Since war had broken out with the same enemy,
it seemed but logical to everybody to expect a repetition
of the same happenings. The storehouses were besieged
by women who were securing stale food at exorbitant
prices in order to store it in their homes. Future hunger
was producing more terror than immediate dangers.

For young Desnoyers these were about all the trans-
formations that war was creating around him. People
would finally become accustomed to the mew existence.
Humanity has a certain reserve force of adaptation!
which enables it to mould itself to circumstances and
continue existing. He was hoping to continue his life.
as though nothing had happened. It was enough for
him that Marguerite should continue faithful to their
past. Together they would see ocvents slipping by them
with the cruel luxuriousness of those who, from an in-
accessible height, contemplate a flood without the slightest
risk to themselves.

Meanwhile Julio was continuing the course of his
own reflections. Marguerite! . . . She had come back at
last, and yet each time seemed to be drifting further
away from him.

Ladaptation, 3 §; B X 45 32,
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FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE

In the first days of the mobilization, he had haunted?
her neighborhood, trying to appease his onging by this
illusory proximity. Marguerite had written to him,
urging patience. How fortunate it was that he was a
foreigner and would not have to endure the hardship
of war! Her brother, an officer in the artillery Reserves,
was going at almost any minute. Her mother, who made
her home with this bachelor son, had kept an astonishing
serenity up to the last minute, although she had wept
much while the war was still but a possibility. She
herself had prepared the solder’s outfit so that the small
valise might contain all that was indispensable? for cam.
paign life. But Marguerite had divined® her poor moth-
er's secret struggles not to revea! her despair, in moist
eyes and trembling hands. It was impossible to leave
her alone at such a tme. ., . . Then had come the fare-
well. “God be with you, my son! Do your duty, but
be prudent.” Not a tear nor a sign of weakness. All
her family had advised her not to accompany her son to
the railway station, so his sister had gone with him. And
upon returning home, Marguerite had found her mother
rigid in her arm chair, with a set face, avoiding all men-
tion of her son, speaking of the friends who also had sent:
their boys to the war, as if they only could comprehend!
her torture. “Poor Mami! I eught to be with her now
more than ever. . . To-morrow, if I can, I shall come
to see you.”

When at last she returned to the rue de la Pompe, her
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