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Preface

Towns and cities are centers of economy, politics, science, technology, culture,
education and transportation in a country or a region. It plays a leading role on the eco-
nomic growth and social development. The development of urbanization plays a huge
boost for a national or local modernization. Contemporary social development and the
progress of civilization have largely reflected on the towns’ and cities’ prosperity.

Western region is China’ s major less-developed regions with low level of productiv-
ity and economic development. Owing to historical, the natural geographical conditions
and attitude of mind and other reasons, these areas’ urbanization development is very
slow. Meanwhile, in the contemporary era of building well-off society in an all-around
way, now the urbanization of vasty western underdeveloped region is facing opportuni-
ties of using late-developing advantages to catch up, also facing both challenges of weak
developmental foundation and widening regional disparity.

Through the practical case be deeply observed, analyzed and compared of the
western underdeveloped region urbanization, this book combs and researches the current
urbanization path model, and summarizes a general model of the western underdevel-
oped region urbanization path. For be combined with the western underdeveloped region
resource elements, location features, opportunities for development and so on, the
general model has been perfected and innovative, which helps to promote the western
underdeveloped region urbanization development level, and to quicken the pace of ur-
banization in the western underdeveloped region.

This book’s content is mainly divided into three sections. The first part is to pave a
way of the study. Firstly it introduces the background of research, and then introduces
the research purpose and significance, research object, content and structure, re-
search methods and innovative points, etc. Then the urbanization related theories and
practices of the urbanization development at home and abroad are reviewed, including
the urbanization basic theory, the urbanization level measurement, the urbanization’s

process of the world and the urbanization’s development history and characteristics of
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China, etc.

The second part is the core-the empirical observation and theoretical summary of
the western underdeveloped region urbanization path model. Firstly it expounds the west-
ern underdeveloped region urbanization development course and current situation from
the population, economy, society and various town construction. Then it in turn analy-
zes the industrial-driven path model using Liuzhou City as a case, tourist-driven path
model using Lijiang City as a case, resources-driven path model using Eerduosi City as
a case, and border trade-driven path model using Manzhouli City as a case, which
sums to four kinds of the western underdeveloped region urbanization path model. It also
points out the characteristics of these patterns and the experiences revelation of the west-
ern underdeveloped region urbanization, etc.

The third part starts from the empirical observation, then proposes some theoretical
discussion in the western underdeveloped region urbanization path model. Firstly it ana-
lyzes the western underdeveloped region urbanization problems, and the western under-
developed region urbanization’s opportunities and challenge. Secondly it analyzes the de-
velopment direction of the western underdeveloped region urbanization path model, in-
cluding the path model of defects, the future development directions and the general
model and so on. Finally it discusses deeply further perfecting to the western underdevel-
oped region urbanization path model, mainly including industrial integration, economic
growth, social progress and infrastructure construction and institutional innovation.

The research’s value lies in several ways. Firstly, it deeply analyzes industrial-driv-
en path model, tourism-driven path model, border trade-driven path model and re-
source-driven model of the western underdeveloped region urbanization path with the in-
herent characteristics and experience’s revelations, which has a reference role on the
district with similar resource elements and wants to realize urbanization by the same path
model.

Secondly, based on the analysis of Liuzhou City, Eerduosi City, Lijiang City and
Manzhouli City, which is four kinds of representative path model in the western under-
developed region of China, this book reveals the problems have yet exist in the western
underdeveloped region urbanization, summarizes the basic conditions and historical op-
portunity in the western underdeveloped region urbanization, and pointed out their re-
spective defects and general shortcomings of the existing mode in the western underde-
veloped region, which have certain experience enlightenment function to speed up the

process of urbanization.
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Finally, this book sums up the general model of urbanization path in the western
underdeveloped region, and conducts a discuss and a thorough analysis on how to per-
fect the western underdeveloped region urbanization path model. It also proposed some
specific countermeasures and Suggestions on increasing industry integration, promoting
economic growth and promoting social development and strengthening basic construction
and institutional innovation of the western underdeveloped region, which has certain di-
rective role for accelerating the western underdeveloped region urbanization.

However, this research yet have some obviously deficiencies mainly lies in several
ways. The first is the main observation in the western underdeveloped region urbanization
path model is only for the four successful case, has no unsuccessful or characteristics-
obscure case, so the perspective in the western underdeveloped region urbanization path
model is incomplete. Secondly, because of the western underdeveloped region with local
fuzziness, although the book adopted the way that western twelve provinces, directly
governed city and autonomous regions deduct capital city districts as a regional segmen-
tation, but it still have some difficulties in statistical description, which affects the jus-
tice of the study. Thirdly, the western underdeveloped region urbanization is a compli-
cated and systematic research object, there are some shortcomings in data collection,
research methods and theoretical elaboration in the book, which affects the systematic-
ness and objectivity of the research.

Based on the above, this book hope to concern in a follow-up study further as fol-
lows: Firstly, in the western underdeveloped region urbanization path model, it can
continue to explore whether there are other path pattern, also can continue to track four
path pattern which appears the new changes, the new questions and so on. Secondly,
in the general model of western underdeveloped region urbanization path, it can contin-
ue to ever-smaller research and improvement of industry amalgamation, economic
growth, social progress and other concrete countermeasures. It also can make some stud-
ies on targeted regional urbanization policy of the western underdeveloped
regions. Thirdly, in the future of the lateral comparison, with different objects the west-
ern underdeveloped region can further compare with the eastern coastal developed re-
gion, midland and ethnic minority areas and so on. The comparative studies will also be
in empirical comparison of typical towns and cities between the western underdeveloped
region and other areas, etc.

In conclusion, based on the empirical observation of urbanization path model in the

western underdeveloped region of China, the book puts forward a general model of ur-
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banization path of the western underdeveloped region in China , and puts forward some
countermeasures and Suggestions of its improvement and innovation, which have certain
reference value on the guidance and selection of the western underdeveloped region ur-

banization path.
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