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THE REPUBLIGAN GITIZEN REHDERS

FOURTH READER
1.—Geysers

You will no doubt have heard of ‘volcanoes or
burning mountains, which throw out fire and melted
rock. In some parts of the world there are also found
boiling springs or ‘geysers, which send up great ‘jets
of hot water and steam to a height of a hundred or two
hundred feet. :

Just before the water bursts from the earth, low
‘rumbling sounds are heard "underground, like those
which ‘precede an ‘eruption of a volecano, and the
ground about the geyser shakes "violently. Then there
is a great ‘explosion, and an ‘enormous ‘column of hot
water shoots up into the air, sometimes carrying with
it great pieces of rock.

Long ages ago this earth on which we live was a
burning mass like the sun. Since then it has been
cooling ‘gradually, but inside the earth there is still
‘intense heat. Tt is this heat which ‘produces the hot
water of the geyser as well as the flames and ‘lava of
the volcano.

You know that if the water in a kettle boils very
violently, it will often lift the lid off the kettle so that
the hot steam may escape. The action of the geyser is
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somewhat like this. It is supposed that in the ‘regions
where geysers are found, there must be ‘beds of lava
far down under the earth’s surface which are still hot.
The water from the surface, gradually ‘trickling down
into the earth, ‘collects in a large quantity near this
very hot lava and thus becomes extremely hot itself.
When the lowest part, nearest the heated rock, is
turned into steam, it ‘forces its way to the surface
carrying with it the mass of water above it. And this
is because water, like many other ‘substances, grows
greater, or expands, when it is heated. That is why
the kettle ‘“*boils over,”” as we say. The geyser is
made by a great hot spring down in the earth, which
boils over.

Geysers are not found in many parts of the world.
The best known, and those which have been the most
studied, are in Iceland. But it is in the Yellowstone
Park, in the United States, that they are the most
numerous.

Questions:—What is a geyser? What gives warning of the
eruption of a geyser? How high is the water sometimes thrown?
How does the water of the geyser become hot? What causes it to
be thrown up into the air? Where are geysers found? Where is
. Iceland?
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2.—Japan and the Japanese

The Japanese people are civil, gay, and ‘good-
natured. The men of the lower classes in warm weather
wear but little clothing, and have skins ‘bronzed by the
sun. Many of the men of all classes have their heads
partly shaved. A loose robe with a "girdle round the
middle is the common dress for women as well as men.

The sights in the streets are strange and ever-
varying; busy crowds of men and women smiling at
one another, and ‘bowing ‘profoundly to each other;
or, in the ‘presence of some great ‘personage, ‘laying
themselves ‘flat on the ground; but with an ‘ease and
a 'diunity which takes off what might appear "hum-
bling in the action, and only gives it the look of an
‘excess of ‘politeness.

Nearly every house has its garden, which the
owner cultivates with great care and good taste. The
house itself is generally a light ‘structure of wood and
bamboo, having very little furniture inside, being well
supplied with beautiful mattings. The whole is kept
wondrously clean. Indeed, the Japanese are famous
for the cleanliness both of their persons and their
homes. They are on the whole, perhaps, the most
peaceable, contented, and cheerful people in the world.



1 THE REPUBLICAN CITIZEN READERS

The Japanese are great lovers of ‘nature. Chinese
peasants will talk of the °fertility of the soil, of the
abundance of water, so useful for their ‘mills, or of the
value of their woods, but not of the beauties of the
country. It is not so with the Japanese ‘labourer.

If he can, he builds his house on the banks of a
stream; with a few big stones placed in the necessary
spot, he makes a little ‘waterfall, for he loves the
sound of rushing water. At the side of his hut he
grows a little cedar. He -‘separates some of the
branches, and makes them bend over the roof both
for ‘shade and beauty.

In the humblest cottage you will find traces of a
love for the fine arts—an "artificial flower, a cleverly-
made child’s toy, an idol, and heaps of little things,
the only use of which is to give pleasure to the eye.

Questions:—What are the chief characteristics of the Japanese?
Why are the skins of the lower-class men bronzed? How do
many of the men of all classes wear their hair? What is the com-
mon dress of both men and women? How do the Japanese greet
their friends in the street? How do they behave when they meet
some great personage? How is it that the action does not appear
humbling? How does il appear? What has nearly every house?
Describe the house itself. What is there inside? For what are
the Japanese famous? In what three good qualities do they excel
the world? Of what are Japanese great lovers? What do you
mean by ‘‘nature’’? Of what do Chinese peasants speak, when
talking of the country? Where does a Japanese peasant, if possi-
ble, build his cottage? IHow and why does he make a waterfall?
What does he plant beside his cottage? Why? What will you
find even in the humblest Japanese cottage? What do you mean
by ‘“‘the fine arts’’? Name some of the things in a poor Japanese
house whose only use is to please the eye.
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3.—The Yellowstone Park

The Yellowstone Park is "situated in the Rocky
Mountains, in the north-western part of Wyoming, one
of the United States. It consists for the most part of a
high ‘plateau surrounded by lofty snow-clad mountains.

This vast region, more than three thousand square
miles in extent, is a °veritable ‘wonderland, where
may be seen burning plains, ‘spouting springs, *petrified
bushes, ‘mighty ‘cataracts, and rocks of every colour
under the sun.

In the middle of the park is the great Yellowstone
Lake, from which flows the Yellowstone River. This,
after a short time, enters the Grand "Cafion, which far
"surpasses in beauty any of the other ‘marvellous ‘sights
in this ‘region. The Grand Cafion is a ‘gorge a thou-
sand feet deep, with the river rolling at its base over
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great ‘boulders in some places, and in others forming
‘fathomless pools, or receiving small ‘cascades from the
rocky walls, falling down like ‘ribbons of spray and
foam. In many places there are ‘waterfalls of great
size and beauty. The sides of the cafion from the top
*clear to the river’s edge, are one mass of lava, and are
in many places a bright red or orange.

But that for which the park is chiefly celebrated is
its geysers, of which it has nearly a hundred. Many
of these have received ‘distinetive names. ‘‘Old
Faithful ” ‘regularly every hour sends up a stream two
hundred feet in height. ‘“Excelsior’ is even more
powerful, though its ‘eruptions occur at longer ‘inter-
vals. There may also be seen the ‘‘Bee-hive,’’ the
“Lion’’ and the ‘‘Lioness’ and her cubs, and others
too numerous to ‘mention. In one ‘stretch, a little
over two miles in length, there are more than forty of
these ‘gigantic fountains.

Until the year 1870 little was known of this
wonderful region, but now one may visit it easily, for
good roads have been built through many parts of it,
and there are several hotels. But no one may go there
to live “permanently, for the Government has declared
the park to be a pleasure ground ‘‘for the benefit and
enjoyment of the people.’’

Questions:—Where is vae Yellowstone Park? What strange
things are to be seen there? ~What is the most beautiful sight?
Describe the Grand Cafion. For what is the Yellowstone Park
chiefly celebrated? Tell what you know of the geysers of the
Yellowstone region. When did this region first become well
known?
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4.,—Whale *Hunting

Every year, ships sail to the ‘northern seas to hunt
the whale. The men want its fat to make oil and the
whalebone, which is found in the roof of its mouth.

The ships carry with them a number of small
boats. When the ‘whaling-ground is reached, men
are sent to the ‘topmast to be ‘on the lookout; and at
a ‘signal from them, the boats are ‘launched as soon as
a whale is seen. :

Each boat has a man in it called a ‘harpooner.
‘He sits in the "bow of the boat. The harpoon is a long
spear with a ‘barbed point, made of tough iron. To
the shaft of the harpoon a rope is fixed. This rope,
‘which is sometimes a 'quarter of a mile long, lies
carefully coiled up in the bow of the boat.
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When the boat is near the whale, it is rowed up to
it ‘swiftly, but ‘silently; the harpooner ‘standing up,
ready for his work. When the boat is within a few
yards of the huge ‘creature, the men rest for a ‘moment
on their oars. Up goes the arm of the harpooner, and
‘in an instant he sends the harpoon with all his force
into the body of the whale.

‘Smarting with the wound, the whale dives into
the ocean, and swims away as far as he can. If the
‘whale were a true fish, he could ‘remain under water
‘always, and never be caught. But he must come up
to breathe. He is an ‘animal like the cow or the horse,
and cannot live without air.

In the meantime, the men in the boat have rowed
near the place where they expect him torise. As soon
as he comes up, another harpoon is driven into his
body. Down dives the whale again, but he soon
‘returns.

In his fury, he ‘lashes the sea so violently with
his huge tail, that the noise can sometimes be heard
two or three miles off! At last, from pain and loss of
blood, the whale is ‘worn out. The boats are once
more rowed up to him, and the men thrust long steel
‘lances into his body.

Soon his huge ‘carcass floats ‘lifeless on the water.
Three ‘cheers are given by the men in the boats, and
the body of the whale is ‘towed in ‘triumph to the ship.
There it is cut up into ‘pieces and beiled down into
oil; and when the ‘fishing ‘season is over. the oil is
taken home in casks.
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Questiona:—Where do ships go to hunt the whale? Why is
it hunted? Where is the whalebone found? What is the man
who spears the whale called? What is attached to the spear?
What does the whale do when it is speared? Why must it come
up again? What is done with its body when it is taken to the

ship?

al'ways (-waz)
an'i-mal
barbed

bow (bou)
eir’eass
chéers
eréa’tiire
fish"ing
great'est
hir-péon’er
hint’ing

in an in'stant
lang'es
lash'es
ldunched
lifeléss
md'ment
north’érn

Words and Phrases

®

2N
A
A
B

¥
%
R R
&K
A X% WP
. R
BT |
]

e

T 7k
%6, M 4
b %1
Eln

niim’b&r i
on the lookout i il
pitges Y
quar’tdr W5z —
ré-main’ w
ré-tirns’ il
séa’son (-z’n) B
sig'nal =R
si’lent-1§ P
smirt’ing Bl ¥4
stind’ing A
swift'l§ B
top’mast ¥ T
towed ey
trifimph g3
whal’ing-ground BHZE
worn out s h

5.—Letter Writing

‘Shanghai High School,

My Dear Yuen:

I have received your letter of 31st ultimo, for
which please accept my thanks; but the one of which
you speak, dated 21st, has not reached me.

Shanghali,
14 July, 1914,
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"With reference to S. K. Tsiang’s ‘misconduct, I
am very glad that you have shown ‘impartiality, since
you are also one of the students of our school. As you
know, I am always very strict in "dealing with wrong-
doers, but rather -lenient towards those who have
misbehaved ‘unintentionally or through mistake. 1
have sent for S. K. Tsiang, who told me that it was
only through ‘misunderstanding of the ‘regulations that
he brought the newspaper into the class-room, as he
thought that the students were allowed to read news-
papers when they had finished their proper lessons.
_ But he was very sorry when he could not find that
- regulation after he had left the class-room; he has
‘admitted his fault, and has promised that he will never
‘repeat his errors in the future. Since he has “acknowl-
~edged his fault and promised not to do so again, I
‘could not but ‘forgive him for the first offence; but
‘marks will be ‘deducted for his conduct, although his
‘demerit will not be made known to the school. In
dealing with students who commit faults, I generally
keep the demerits secret in order to ‘save their face,
‘unless what is ‘committed is "unpardonable.

‘In coneclusion, I wish to say again that I admire
your impartiality in the matter, and hope that Mr. Lee
will feel "satisfied, as S. K. Tsiang has been ‘cautioned
and a deduection of marks for his conduct will be made.

Yours very sincerely,

C. L. Dang.
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6.—The German Empire

* Central Europe, from the Baltic to the Adriatic
Sea, is inhabited by German-speaking races. Many of
these, however, are ‘included in Austria-Hungary and
in Switzerland. The German Empire alone ‘consists
of twenty-six ‘states, of which four are kingdoms and
three are ‘free cities.

Each state has its own ‘monarch and ‘parliament,
and, so far as "home affairs are concerned, all the
states are ‘independent of each other. But, for
.arranging matters in which they have a ‘common
‘interest, there is an ‘imperial parliament; and at the
head of the United ‘Fatherland stands the King of
Prussia, who is also Emperor of Germany. All
questions of peace, war, and foreign policy, are decided
by him and his "ministers.

Every German above twenty years of age must
serve in the army as a so.dier for three years. He is
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then placed in the reserve for four years, and *up to his
forty-ninth year he may be called to "active service, "in
the event of any part of the national soil being in the
hands of an enemy. In this way every German
receives a ‘thorough military ‘training, and the German
army now numbers nearly two millions.

In point of size the German Empire is nearly four
times as large as England and Wales, but it contains
only about twice as many people. Much of the land
in the north consists of sandy plains, great “heaths, and
dull ‘morasses. One province has been compared to a
huge ‘“’sand-box,’’ and only the forests here and there
prevent its being like an Arabian desert.

‘In proportion to its “extent the empire has but a
small sea-coast, and its shores are flat and sandy, with
very few good harbours. The greater part of the coast
is on the Baltic Sea, shut off, in some measure, from the
busy water-ways of western Europe. Its chief harbour,
Kiel, the ‘arsenal for ships of war, is connected with
the North Sea by a canal fitted to carry battle-ships.

Though the coast-line is small, the country is well
supplied with navigable rivers. In the west, the ever-
beautiful Rhine flows northwards from Switzerland;
and across the south, from west to east, flows the great
river Danube. These, as well as the many other great
rivers that flow north through the empire, are ‘linked
together by an excellent ‘system of canals.

Questions:—Where do the German-speaking races live? How
many states does the German Empire consist of? How is each state
governed? How are the matters of common interest arranged?
Who is at the head of the United Fatherland? What must every
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German do when above twenty years of age? Up to what age may
he be called to active service? What is the number of men in the-
German Army? What is the size of the German Empire? What
does the land in the north consist of? What sea coast has the
German Empire? On what sea is the greater part of the coast?
What is its chief harbour? With what is the country well sup-
plied for navigation? Name the great rivers. How are they linked
together?
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7.—The Hippopotamus

The word hippopotamus means river-horse. The’
*animal was “probably so called by the "ancient ‘Greeks,
because it °chiefly lives near rivers, and from the loud
‘enorting noise it makes like a horse. It is found only
in Africa.
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-=~The ‘body of the hippopotamus is nearly as large
ag that of the ‘elephant; but the legs are so short that
the belly almost touches the ground. The head islarge,
with a very wide mouth. The teeth are of great size,
and so hard as to strike fire with steel. They yield
‘excellent "ivory. The eyes and ears are small.

Like the elephant, the hippopotamus belongs to
the class of animals called thick-skinned, which do
not chew the cud. The skin, dark brown in ‘colour,
contains a vast number of ‘pores which give out a kind
of oil, protecting the animal from the water. Over the
back and sides, it is nearly two inches thick. The
‘natives of Africa use it to make ‘shields, whips, and
spear-'handles. Between the flesh and the skin there:
is a thick ‘layer of fat which is salted and used as bacon.
The tongue is ‘reckoned a "delicacy. The rest of the
flesh is cut into large slices, and dried in the sun.

The hippopotamus lives much in the water, to
which it ‘retreats when ‘attacked, and at once dives
to the "bottom. There this *huge creature has been
seen walking about at its ease; though it often rises to
the ‘surface to breathe. When “threatened with danger
it is very cautious, so that the ‘snout can scarcely be
seen above water. Its usual resting place is among the
reeds, and under the shade of trees on the side of a
river, where it is fond of rolling in the mud. Its food
consists of grass, rushes, and other ‘vegetables. It not
only eats . large ‘quantity, but destroys much more by
its broad, heavy feet as it tramples through the fields
of rice or sugar ‘plantations. It is sometimes taken
by the natives in pits, with a sharp stake in the centre,
. covered with reeds.
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While "undisturbed, the hippopotamus is quiet'and
inoffensive. When wounded it becomes very fierce,
and rushes upon its ‘assailant. It has been known to
bite a large piece out of a boat and sink it ‘immediately.
One of these animals once rose under a boat rowed by
six men, and lifted it up so high that the boat was
upset, and the men were thrown into the water, and
only saved themselves by ‘swimming.

Questions:—What does the word hippopotamus mean? Who
gave it this name? Why? What kind of body has the hippopot-
amus? What kind of head? What kind of teeth? What kind
of eyes and ears? To what class of animals does the hippopotamus
belong? What kind of skin has it? How thick is the skin over
the back? What are made of the skin? What is there between
the flesh and skin? What is done with this? What is done with
the rest of the flesh? Where does the hippopotamus chiefly live?
What has the hippopotamus been seen doing in rivers? Why
does it rise to the surface? When danger seems near, what does
it do? Where is its usual resting place? What is it fond of
doing? Of what does its food consist? How does it destroy much
food? How is it sometimes taken? When not meddled with,
what kind of animal is the hippopotamus? How does it behave
when wounded? What has it been known to do? What did a
hippopotamus once do?
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8.—The Moon

The moon gives us light by night. It seems about
the same size as the sun, although it is many ‘million
times smaller. The moon looks so large hecause it is
the *heavenly body nearest the earth.

The moon is nearly fifty times less than the earth.
Its distance from us is about 240,000 miles. A railway
train would take about a year to travel over the same
space.

Though the moon looks bright and shining, it is
dark in itself. It gets all its light from the sun.
Sometimes the moon can be seen during the day. It
is then no ‘brighter than a white cloud.

The moon does not vary in size, but we can see
only the part of it which is lighted up by the sun. At
new moon the dark side is towards us; at full moon
~ the wholo face is "visible.

Some parts of the moon seem brighter than others.
When ‘examined by the "telescope, it is found that the
. bright spots arc the tops of mountains, and the shady



