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Preface

Entrusted by Ms Qin Pu, Chairman of the Chinese Association for Ancient Bronze Drum Research, a prel-
ace about the book Data Compilation of Chinese Ancient Bronze Drum Measurement & Recording is 1o be
written by me, which makes me unavoidably uneasy.

All the elder men who had participated in the survey work during 1970s and 1980s are my respected pre-
decessors, whose outstanding work 30 vears ago have exerted profound effect in academic fields. In 1979,
the Chinese ancient bronze drum survey group was formed in the Museum of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region and contained members like Wang Kerong, Huang Zengqing, Qiu Zhonglun, Zhang Shiquan,
Zhuang Lilun, Jiang Tingyu, Wang Mengxiang and Wei Guining. In around one year’s time, they did de-
tailed measurement , observation and recording, and obtained abundant precious information and data. It is
the survey work that makes the research trend of Chinese ancient bronze drum develop toward in-depth di-
rection and many other disciplines like archacology , ethnology . history and science constantly get into this
field. Tt is based on this survey that the predecessors have classified the Chinese ancient bronze drums. For
the first time the different types of them had been named by the unearthed place. It has been proposed that
there are eight types according to the classification standard ;. Wanjiaba type, Shizhaishan type » Lengshui-
chong type, Zunyi type, Majiang type, Beiliu tlype, Lingshan type and Ximeng type, basically each having
definite chronological sequence. These important research fruits have no doubt set a milestone and laid the
foundation for the study of Chinese ancient bronze drums. As far as | am concerned , besides being the re-
search fruits of bronze drums, they are the valuable spiritual fortune left to the future by the scholars of that
time. Their modesty, diligence and conscientiousness which could be regarded as the model for museum
workers of that time still have deep influences to the present museum workers.

In February 2012, the Chinese Association for Ancient Bronze Drum Research held a council meeting in
Nanning and elected Ms Qin Pu of Guangxi Culture Department as the chairman. According to the actual

situation, it was decided that the secretary was moved from the Museum of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous

Region to the unit having the largest collection (341) of bronze drums in the world Guangxi Museum of
Nationalities ( GXMN). The same year, another round of world bronze drum survey project was launched
under the great initiation of Chairman Qin Pu. For the sake of it, GXMN set up research department

( Branch 3 of Research Department ) to do professional research work of the chinese ancient bronze drum

and to undertake the work of the secretary. This team is made up of young people around 30s, including one
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doctor, two graduates and one undergraduate with their respective major in archaeology , history , ethnology
and history of science and technology. At the beginning of the establishment, they spent half a year in ar-
ranging the documents, material and manuscripts of the Chinese Association for Ancient Bronze Drum Re-
search according to classification, setting up the website of the association, recovering ils contacts with each
units and members and scanning Contacts of Chinese Ancient Bronze Drum Study published in 1981 —2004
and changed it into digital version and 1o be shard on the internet.

In 2014, the project of museum bronze drum collection survey of Guangxi was launched again. Mr. Jiang
Tingyu led the young scholars of GXMN by himself to 62 cultural relic collection units of 57 counties ( cit-
ies). They observed, recorded and photographed 772 pieces of collected bronze drums and collected nearly
200 pieces of incomplete samples. Mr. Wang Mengxiang was even hale and hearty and shot nearly 10000
pieces of bronze drum photos of high quality. In October 2014 | the bronze drum research project applied by
GXMN needed to face defense of State Administration of Cultural Heritage. Mr Jiang, without any hesita-
tion, promised to lead the young people to Beijing for defense. And finally the project smoothly passed. In
the summer of 2014, a scene frequently appeared in many county museums (or cultural relics units) of
Guangxi: Two elder men (over 70) with white hair were leading a group of youngsters with black hair. One
elder was patiently observing and narrating while the other was taking photos with the sweat coming down
like raindrops. I was deeply impressed by this unforgettable scene. This is inheritance. This is hope. The
unremitting efforts of many generations to the research of Chinese ancient bronze drums are immeasurable.

Since its appearance to now, the history of bronze drums have lasted for thousands of years. But its spe-
cial value in history , archaeology, ethnology, history of science and technology and artistic value are still
obsessed by people. However, many of its scientific issues like the origin, change, dissemination, time se-
quence , cultural connotation and historical background still need further researches. And 1 hope the formal
publication of this book Data Compilation of Chinese Ancient Bronze Drum Measurement & Recording will
comfort the predecessors who had paid arduous efforts and full affections to it. I hope the detailed material
and its background spirit can help and encourage the young scholars who are doing research on bronze
drums and its relevant studies.

| sincerely give my gratitude to Chairman Ms Qin Pu for her great contributions to the publication work ,
to Mr. Jiang Tingyu for providing the cherished stencil printing version, to domestic museums and col-
leagues which had provided support for the survey 35 years ago, to co-workers of GXMN who have done
hard work for it and to the editors of Cultural Relics Press who have been patient and provided invaluable

suggestions for the publication.

Curator of Guangxi Museum of Nationalities
Wang Wei
Nov 6, 2014
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Foreword

Memory of Collecting Bronze Drum Data

In April 1979, 1 went to Xi’an to attend “the inaugural meeting of The Institute of Archaeology & Planning
Session of China Social Science Archaeology™ with Wang Kerong, leader of Guangxi work team of cultural
relics. During that time, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage convened a meeting of the represent-
atives of southwest provinces. And a national seminar on bronze drum was decided to be held in that winter
in Nanning ()F Guangxi undertaken by then the largest collector, the Museum of the Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region ( Now Guangxi Museum of Nationalities is the largest collector) . To prepare for the confer-
ence, Wang Kerong and 1 asked for instructions from Xie Chensheng and Jing Zhongji of the State Adminis-
tration of Cultural Heritage. Their suggestion was that Guangxi needed to do data collection work. Thus we
decided 1o search the books on modern bronze drums and data of bronze drums collected by museums of Chi-
na to edit them into Data Compilation.

As soon as we gol back to Nanning, a group of bronze drum data collection was formed under the leader-
ship of Wang Kerong. The members were Qiu Zhonglun, Zhang Shiquan, Zhuang Lilun, Huang Zengqing,
Jiang Tingyu, Wang Mengxiang and Wei Guining. The collection work began from June 1979. Till March
1980, the data of bronze drums of the main museums of China had been collected and edited into a book
Data Compilation of Chinese Ancient Bronze Drum Measurement & Recording , which was published by sten-
cil printing in August 1980. Meanwhile , another two books Historical Material on Ancient Bronze Drums and
Catalog of Bronze Drum Papers were printed.

Collection work outside Guangxi was divided into four periods. The first was Guangzhou and Foshan of
Guangdong. The second was Yunnan, Sichuan, Chongging and Guizhou. The third was Hunan, Hubei,
Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai. The last was Beijing. | participated in the first, second and fourth. We
measured every bronze drum, recorded the patterns and the stereo decorations and made rubbings for the
clear and typical patterns.

The first time was Guangzhou and Foshan. The investigators were Wang Kerong, Qiu Zhonglun, Zhang
Shiquan, Huang Zengqing, Jiang Tingyu and Wei Guining. They arrived in Guangzhou on Jun 5, 1979 and
were accommodated in Liuhua Hotel, near the workplace.

Guangdong Museum had a collection of 122 bronze drums, most of which were put in the temporary store-

house of Guangxiao Temple and two were displayed in the exhibition hall. Mr. Mo Zhi ( from Guangdong
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Museum) had done rubbings and relic cards for all the bronze drums. We took over these data and photo-
eraphed for the bronze drums, which meant we could easily finish the survey work. In the storehouse of
Guangxiao Temple, we found bronze drums unearthed from Lvshui village , Maoling, Nachangshan of Lings-
han, and Hepu and Qinzhou of Guangxi. Before 1964 | Lingshan, Hepu and Qinzhou were still under the
administration of Guangdong province. These bronze drums had been collected by Guangdong Museum after
unearthing. Thus there were many bronze drums unearthed in Guangxi collected by Guangdong Museum.
Afterwards, that Lvshui village bronze drum became the standard of Lingshan type.

Guangzhou Museum had a collection of 54 bronze drums. Except those displayed in the five-{loor building
in Yuexiu Mountain, most of them were collected by Guangzhou Museum of Art and temporary storehouse of
Liurong Temple. In Guangzhou Museum, the most impressive was 3 =280 bronze drum, which belonged to
Lengshuichong type. The drum face had four frogs lined anticlockwise in a cirele, between every two [rogs
were slereo decorations, two sides single riders | one side double riders while the other beating bronze drum
model. The beating bronze drum model had a rectangular high platform, on which were four bronze drums
in a line. One person stood in front of the platform, beating the bronze drums one by one with a hammer.
In Liurong Temple, we saw then the 3rd largest Nanhai God Temple bronze drum in the world.

The archaeologicaldepartment of Sun Yat-Sen University also collected four bronze drums. Wei Guining
and I went to survey them. Among them, no. 169 —2 was a special bronze drum of Lengshuichong type. lts
drum face had four frogs and one crab, the four frogs lining anticlockwise in a circle and the erab facing the
drum center. The other three all belonged 1o Majiang type. One had patterns of Chinese Zodiac and an ex-
quisite wooden shelf which was carved double inseriptions of % 4 1< 25, 15084 (longevity and happi-
ness) " . This drum had been recorded in Ancient Bronze Drum Catalog by Wen You, the 18" bronze drum
in that book. Wen You wrote that the bronze drum was collected by Pro. Chen Zhutong of Sun Yat-Sen Uni-
versity and was believed to have come from Guangxi. *F:

Zeng Guangyi from Guangdong Museum accompanied us to survey in Foshan. Foshan Museum was inside
the ancestral temple and had eight bronze drums, all belonging to Majiang type. Among them, no. Xin 34
bronze drum had inscriptions of “ Ak |- L AF (1479, Ming Dynasty) ™ in the protruding edge of the drum
waist. This was the only one having inscriptions of date casted on the drum.

The second time was Yunnan, Sichuan, Chongqing and Guizhou. The companions were Wang Kerong,
Huang Zengqing, Qiu Zhonglun, Zhang Shiquan and Wang Mengxiang. They arrived in Kunming on Jun
28, 1979. Mo Yaozong, Curator of Yunnan Provincial Museum and the dean of People’s Working Dpl. met
us in the airport with a banner writing * Welcome members from the Museum of the Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region™ as we did not know each other. We lived in Yunnan Hotel | diagonally opposite Yunnan Pro-
vincial Museum. Curator Mo was from Tingzi, Nanning of Guangxi and had worked in Yunnan for more than
30 years. The second day we held talks with staff’ of Yunnan Provincial Museum, whose attendees were
Xiong Ying, Sun Taichu, Zhang Zengqi, Li Weiging, Wang Dadao, Kan Yong. Li Weiqing was over 60
and had retired. Xiong Ying was the leader of cultural relics administration. Sun Taichu was an elder mem-

ber of archaeological field in Yunnan. Zhang Zengqi graduated from Peking Universily in archaeology major
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in 1963. Both Wang Dadao and Que Yong graduated from Sichuan University in archaeology major in 1964,
We had good cooperations.

Yunnan Provincial Museum had published a book on its collected bronze drums with the name Catalog of
Bronze Drum in Yunnan Provincial Museum in 1959 by Yunnan People’s Publishing House. The museum
had a collection of over 79 bronze drums, 40 of which had been written in the book. As we had never seen
these bronze drums before, it was necessary for us to see, measure, take pictures and record by ourselves.

On the afternoon of July 2, we went into the storehouse to see the bronze drums. On July 3 we began to
take pictures. I also worked as a porter and had close contacts with each bronze drum. The most impressive
one was Guangnan drum, which was big and heavy and could not moved without three persons. This drum
was well preserved and exquisitely made. It was the largest bronze drum of Yunnan, had the most beautiful
patterns and renowned in and out of China. The others were small enough for one person to take it away.

The survey work in the storehouse of Yunnan Provincial Museum was completed on Jul 4. The storehouse
was on the 3rd floor of the museum and had 9 bronze drums, 3 of which were unearthed, one belonging to
Mymmar style, i. e. Ximeng Wa.

After Kunming's work , Wang Kerong and Huang Zengqing went back to Nanning.

Qiu Zhonglun, Zhang Shiquan, Wang Mengxiang and 1 continued the work and flied to Chengdu on the
morning of Jul 7, 1979. We arrived at Sichuan Museum and lived in the Sichuan Culture Bureau Hostel ,
no. 19 of Banbian North Street.

Sichuan Museum had 22 bronze drums. On Jul 8 we entered its storehouse for survey. Among the bronze
drums, Huili Jiulian Temple bronze drum was transferred from Huili County Cultural Center in 1976. lis
drum face had two circles of double inscriptions (20 Chinese characters) in strings. The 12" ring was rela-
tively wide. The original pattern of the 8" ring was rubbed and carved with another 40 characters. These in-
scriptions were carved later, in the same style, in spite of their date having 52 years’ gap. They were writ-
ten by the same person and carved by the same carver, which might be carved in 1870. These were the lon-
gest two inscriptions we had ever found. The inscriptions reflected the historical truth that Hui people insur-
gents attacked and occupied Huili between 1850 and 1861, providing essential historical material.

On the morning of Jul 10, we arrived at Sichuan University. Its Historical Museum had 16 bronze drums.
Three of them belonged to Lengshuichong type. One had inscriptions on the drum feet. After careful obser-
vations, we found that the inscriptions were additionally carved as the traces of welding and engraving were
very obvious.

On Jul 11, we came to Wuhouci of Chengdu, which had four bronze drums. One was large and belonged
to Lingshan type. It was put on a wooden shelf, which was carved with Chinese characters. From the char-
acters we knew that it was unearthed in Qing Dynasty, Zhang Ruiling moved it to the front of Zhuge Liang
(a person of great wisdom and resourcefulness ) statue. We took it out for photography. The other two were
locked by chains and could not be photographed. The fourth one was a new acquisition in the exhibition
hall, belonging to Ximeng type.

On Jul 13, we came to Chongqing from Chengdu by train, accommodated in the museum. Chongqing
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Museum had nine bronze drums. The classmate of Zhang Shiquan, Zhuang Yanhe led us to the exhibition
room and we saw five bronze drums. The remaining four were in the storehouse. Thal alternoon Mr Dong
Qixiang of the museum took us to the storehouse and exhibition room for the bronze drum. We appointed for
the next day for pictures. On the morning of Jul 14, we entered the storehouse for work. And that after-
noon, we worked in the storehouse. All the recording and picture work had been completed that day.

On Jul 18, we traveled to Guiyang by train. Guizhou Museum arranged us to live in the Geology Bureau
of Beijing Road, about 100 meters from the museum. But there were only 13 beds in the hostel room, which
meant that we had to share the room with other guests. For safety , our luggage had to be deposited in the of-
fice of Li Yanyuan, staff of the museum.

Guizhou Museum had a collection of 88 bronze drums. We saw the bronze drum unearthed from the tombh
of Yang Can couple. With a diameter of 49¢m, it had unclear feet curve, its patterns were simple and ob-
scure. And the bronze drum of this tomb was called Zunyi type thereafter.

On the afternoon of Jul 19, we were allowed to the storehouse, which stored 80 bronze drums. One was
large Lengshuichong type donated by Pro. Li Chuyuan of Guizhou University, who was born in Guiyang,
studied abroad in Japan and did education work for his whole life, whose grandfather Li Shouhe had served
as an official in Si'eng County ( Huanjiang) of Guangxi during Guangxu period ( from 1871 and 1908 ) of
(ing dynasty. This bronze drum was taken from Si’ eng to Guiyang by Li Shouhe in 1892. After three gen-
erations, it had been preserved for 90 years. Other bronze drums belonged to Majiang type, like Gudong
bronze drum, which was unearthed from a Ming tomh in Gudong train station of Majiang of Guizhou, which
was then known as Majiang type.

On Jul 20, we spent a whole day in observing, measuring, describing, making cards and taking pictures.
The survey work for the collected bronze drums of Guizhou Museum had been finished and we gave a whole
set of pictures to the museum as well. On the afternoon we also moved out the bronze drums of=Yang Can
tomb and Majiangwan for measurement and pictures. We carefully observed the typical Shizhaishan type—
the bronze drum from He Zhangfu in 1957.

The third time was going to the middle or lower reaches of the Yangtse River: Hunan, Hubei, Jiangsu,
Zhejiang and Shanghai by Zhang Shiquan, Zhuang Lilun, Wang Mengxiang and other people, without me.

The fourth time was going to Beijing by Wei Guining and me in October 1979. To save expenditure ,
we lived in the Maquan Power Capacitor Factory outside of Guangqu Gat. As the situation of Beijing was
very complicated, we spent much time but only finished two sites: History Museum of China ( In 2003,
with the merger of China Revolution Museum, it renamed the National Museum of China) and Peking Uni-
versity. We went to the five units like the Palace Museum, Capital Museum, China, Minzu University of
China, Chinese National Academy of Music and the Cultural Palace of Nationalities but could not do any
survey work.

Thanks to the friends, our work in History Museum of China became very smooth. Mr. Li Hongqing of
Storage Dept. , who had been devolved to Guangxi Museum for more than ten years, helped us a lot. Lei

Congyun was my college classmate and was willing to study bronze drums and provide positive help. There-
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