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-2- Unit 1 Fighting with the Forces of Nature

Listen to the recording two or three times and then think over the following questions:

1. Sailors often have to fight against the forces of nature. Sometimes they win; sometimes they lose.
Who wins in the story that is told in the song?
2. Where did the storm take place?
3. When did the storm occur?
4. Why did the crew fear the worst?

The following words in the recording may be new to you:

legend n. 1%t | gale n. KX hurricane n. &KX
hatchway n. #&£2  cave in 3§ capsize v. (&) &
chime vi. (4f) #m

Part 11

M,owrj case.

1 case
n the case dlgThey say that\pride comes before a fall| In the m‘% oﬁ/
v <>0t(ir€F ( rh Napoleon and Hitler, the many victories rhey enjoyed le
em to believe that anything was possible, that nothing could
stand in their way. Russia’s icy defender was to prove them

wrong. Strond e b w’i"j
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b orusk

l 15
THE ICY DEFENDER' | | o

L
> j Nila B, Smith

MMMW
Lo Wgled Uave

In 1812, Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of the French, led his Grand
Tesistan

Army into Russia. He was prepared for the fierce resistance of the Rus- "Z .
sian people defending their homeland. He was prep ‘f%éﬁfong march

across Russian soil to Moscow, the capital city. But he was not prepared for

the devastating enemy that met him in Moscow — the raw, bitter, bleak Rus- 5
: 3 a?ﬂ-i‘gmwbl ve A w0 MW .

sian winter. ARsostous : 5

2 In 1941, Adolf Hitler, leader of Nazi Germany, launched an attack t

against the Soviet Unjon, as Russia enbyascallgi.Hitler’smili might

was uneq’ﬁﬁé’iéd. Ehs ar machine had mow d:,kcnl %ggistance in most of

wnto
-
ones.

Europe. Hitler expected a short campaign but, like Napoleon before him, 70

was taught a painful lesson. The Russian winter again came to the aid of the

Soviet soldiers. vm%/ée,[ al ornes) 7»1/3/\/]-
Napoleon’s Campaign anel 7main

3 Inthe spring of 1812, Napoleon assembled an army of six hundred

thousand men on the borders of Russia. The soldiers were well trained,

efficient, and well equipped. This military force was called the Grand Army. 75

Napoleon, confident of a quick victory, predicted the g(lrngggLof Russia in

five weeks. : ”’Z“&f (oT) :

4  Shortly afterwards, Napoleon’s army crossed t’lfg e;gar%veéqrdl% arx W (Dé 3 L
Russia. The quick, decisive victory that Napoleon expected never happened.

1 The text is taken from Be A Better Reader (7" edition) published by Globe Fearon in 1997.
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-4 - Unit 1  Fighting with the Forces of Nature

To his surprise, the Russians refused to stand and ﬁgﬁ%stead, they re-
= tfwbtreated eastward, burning their crops and homes as they went. The Grand

Army followed, but its advance march soon became bogged down by slow-

moving supplylines. 17L B"ﬂ ﬁdfk 0(0"’\”\

v‘ﬂ’je’ G) 5 In August, the French and Russian armies engaged at Smolensk, ina

™ battle that left over ten thousand dead on each side. Yet, the Russians were
@(i&m%gajn able to retreat farther into Russian territory. Nagoleon had won no
decisive victory. He was now faced@ acrucial cision. Should he con-

L8
MJAQ/ to pursue the Russian army? Or should he keep his army 1n S>molensk
I -for the approaching winter? ek
- “ ™
(3 &/JM 6  Napoleon took the gamble of pressigé./ on to Moscow, 448 kilome-
PR R B
3 ters away. On September 7, 1812, the French and Russian armies met in

fierce battle at Borodino, 112 kilometers west of Moscow. By nightfall,
thirty thousand French and forty-four thousand Russians lay dead or
wounded on the battlefield.

7 Again, the Russian army retreated to safety. Napoleon had a clear

path to Moscow, but the occupation of the city became an empty victory.

The Russians fledik 5 capital. Soon after the French arrived, a raging fire

destroyed two-thi ¥ds of the city. Napoleon offered a truce%)@ic_g_l,
but the Russian czar knew he couldMWe\sEahﬁ let th
winter fight the war forus.”

b ke omes 8 Napoleon soon realized he could not feed, clothe, and quarter his

army in Moscow during the winter. In October 1812, he ordered his Grand

e Russian

Army to retreat from Moscow.
“ o FTUAD 9 The French retreat turned into a nightmare. From fields and forests,
é . wa the Russians launched hit-and-run attacks on the French. A short distance

from Moscow, the temperature had already dropped to minus 4 de&{ees
(1,5 o\ S@;___Qn November 3, the winter’s first snow came. Exhausted horses
fell dead in their tracks. Cannon became stuck in the snow. Equipment had
to be burned for fuel. Soldiers took ill gg% t%leath. The French sol-

m,;f—diers dragged on, leaving the dead along every mile.
d | 7 "N \S%JM/B
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Part 1 -5-

10  Asthe Russian army was gathering its strength, the French had to flee
Russia to avoid certain defeat. At the Berezina River, the Russians nearly
trapped the retreating French by burning the bridges over the swollen river.

But Napoleon, by a troke of luck, % éjlble t ld two new bridges. gt o Stroke
Thousands of French soldiers escape 1%/ at the cost of fifty thousand 55
W\/\/\’

dead. Once across the Berezina, the tattered survivors limped toward Vilna. W
11 @ne six hundred thousand soldiers Napoleom into Russia,

less th ed F

continued its retreat westward across Europe. Soon, Britain, Austria, Rus-

one hundred thousand came back. The weakened French army

sia, and Prussia formed a powerful alliance and attacked these stragglers.In 60
March 1814, Paris was captured. Napoleon abdicated and went into exile,
his empire at an end. % (7 #ﬂ7

Hitler’ s Invasion Wde Af/oje
Seec / Los
12  Byearly 1941, Adolf Hitler, leader of Nazi Germany, had seized con- S
trol of most of Europe. To the east of Hitler’s German empire was the

Soviet Union. On June 22, 1941, withouta declaration of war, Hitler began 65

aninvasionof the deiet Union that was the largest military land campaign in

history. Confident of a quick victory, Hitler expected the campaign to lastno

longer than three ngg, lanned to use the blitzkrieg , or “lightning

‘War,” tactlcs/‘fﬁ‘at had defeated the rest of Europe The invasion had three —éad(W
agamst ningrad and Moscow and through the Ukraine. 70 -é«a‘,ée/jg

13 Caughtoff guardby thei asm;bl S v1et1eaderJos\sphSta]1nmstructed ﬂ—é{ﬂ
Ay 1y ’ %ZE

the Russian people to “‘scorch,the ""In front Of the%erman invaders. . Mx‘
R RS . e m broad cvstlon

Farms and factories were burned, destroyed, or rendered useless. During

the first ten weeks of the invasion, the Germans pushed the front eastward, b 27

and the Russians suffered more ﬂlananumorilcj_asll%é - ,ﬁ.bﬁj g /77‘0'29( A O
14  Tn the north, the Germans closed in on Leningrad. Despite great suf-
fering, however, the people of Leningrad refused to surrender. As the battle

of Leningrad dragged on into winter, the city’s situation became desperate. j@ﬁ %
As food ran out people died from hunger and disease. By the middle of the

A= 7e b i render ath (* ab)
=gl 6b qeLdI



