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British and American universities are similar in their pursuit of knowledge
as a goal but are quite different in their organization and operation. English
universities and colleges, because of their selective intake( A\ % A #), are relatively
small. hmerican universities, which combine a number of different colleges and
professional schools, are large, sometimes with 20,000 to 25,000 students on one
campus. Teacher training colleges and polytechnics( B\ % 4 ) are alternatives to
the university course for some students in England,being established for specific
purposes.

In contrast, virtually all schools of education, engineering and business
studies are integral parts of universities in the United States. In England, univer-
sities receive about 70% of their financial support through Parliamentary grants.




Similarly, in the United States, public institutions receive about 75% of their
funds from local, state, and federal sources, but private colleges and universities
receive little or no government support. In England, the government provides
personal financial aid for over 80% of the students, through local education au-
thorities, according to the parents’ income. In the USA, student aid is administered
by the private organizations and the state of federal governments.

Obviously, British and American universities have similar education aims but
different means for achieving these aims.
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B{EEM@ (Purpose), XXBEAMGERXH:

1. What is the main idea of this (the) passage?

2. What does this (the) passage mainly (primarily) concern (talk about)?
The main theme of this passage is

The main point of the passage is

The main idea of the passage is

The passage is mainly about :
The central idea conveyed in the above passage is
The best title for the passage is

The purpose of the author in writing this passage is

© 0 NS oA W

y



KA. 2

DO IT YOURSELF # T il % |

- T —

Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find 5 statements,
numbered 1 through 5. Decide whether the statements are true or
false. Put “T" or “"F" in the brackels.

Absenteeism

One doctor who has studied the problem of absenteeism ({8 it & ; S &0 1)
from school and work says that the people who stay at home are not
necessarily sicker than those who go to school or work. He says that people’s
perceptions (/&4 ; A% ) of illness differ greatly. Two people may suffer from the
same degree of sickness but one may decide to go to work and the other to
stay at home.

Of course, certain people will stay at home at the slightest excuse. Once an
employee apologized for not coming to work because he had sprained(#f{5) his
finger when he put a disk into his computer! Many reasons for absences are so
vague as to be meaningless. When a woman employee stays off work because
of “female problems,” for example, no male boss dare ask what those problems
are.

The flu(jii/&%), is probably the most common cause of absenteeism, according
to surveys conducted in the past few years. The common cold, however, does
not account for as many absences as its name would suggest. Broken arms and
legs, sprains and strains caused by sports and physical exercise are also the
cause of many absences. And poor people tend to be absent more often than
rich people. This is probably explained by the fact that poor people have
low-paid jobs and feel less responsible to their employer.

Absences because of sickness are usually more enjoyable than a vacation
which has been planned. There is no list of things for you to do. Because you
feel too ill to eat a normal meal, who can blame you for relaxing and watching




television all day? You can stay at home and be free from life’s cares and
worries for at least a day! Moreover, at the same time, there is often someone
who will attend to everything you may need and express constant concern
about your health. What could be better?

() 1. The purpose of the author in writing this passage is to illustrate that the
people who stay at home are not sicker than those who go to school
or work.

( ) 2. Some people may decide to stay off work even though there is almost
nothing wrong with their health.

() 3. Although the flu is probably the most common cause of absenteeism,
the common cold cannot be the excuse for many absences.

() 4. People with high salary are absent less than those with low salary
because they are rather afraid of losing their present jobs.

() 5. The central idea conveyed in the above passage is about the causes of
absenteeism.

Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find 5 questions or

unfinished statemenis, numbered 1 through 5. For each question
or statement there are 4 choices marked A, B, C, and D. You

should make the correct choice.

Anorexia

Experts say about 1% of young women in the United States are almost
starving themselves today. They are suffering from a sickness called anorexia
(JRECHE).

These young women have an abnormal fear of getting fat. They purposely
starve themselves so they weigh at least 15% less than their normal weight.

The National Institute of Mental Health says one in ten cases of anorexia
leads to serious medical problems. These patients can die from heart failure or
the disease can lead young women to kill themselves. For example, a former
gymnast({£#iz ) 51 ), Christy Henrich died at age 22. She weighed only 47 pounds.

A person with anorexia first develops joint(77) and muscle problems.
There is a lack of iron in the blood. As the sickness progresses, a young woman's
breathing, heartbeat, and blood pressure rates slow down. The important
substance calcium(45) is lost from the bones, sometimes causing bones to break.
Sometimes the brain gets smaller, causing changes in how a person thinks and
acts. Scientists say many patients have further mental and emotional problems.
They have poor opinions about themselves. They felt helpless. Their attempts to




become extremely thin may represent efforts to take control of their lives. They
may suffer from fearfulness or continued deep sadness called depression(#IB4E ).
They may become dependent on illegal drugs. Some people also feel the need to
continually repeat an action. For example, they may repeatedly wash their hands
although their hands are clean.

Anorexia is a serious eating disorder. If it is not treated on time, it can be
fatal.

1. Why are about 1% of young women in the United States starving themselves?
A. Because they are suffering from a medical problem.
B. Because they are suffering from heart failure.
C. Because they are suffering from anorexia.
D. Because they want to keep fit.
2. A person with anorexia first will suffer from __
A. joint and muscle problems
B. lack of calcium
C. mental and emotional problems
D. depression
3. Which of the following statement is NOT true?
A. 20% cases of anorexia lead to serious medical problems.
B. Some people with anorexia may feel need to continually repeat an action.
C. Some people with anorexia may feel helpless.
D. Some people with anorexia may tend to kill themselves.
4. According to the author, anorexia is __
A. a mild illness that affects the function of mind or body
B. a serious eating disorder
C. a mental illness
D. a fatal illness
5. The passage is mainly about __
A. ways to avoid illness with rest and a balanced diet
B. how to make a wise diet decision
C. the positive and negative aspects of starving
D. a serious sickness called anorexia
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