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Personal Relationships

I PART 1 Listening, Understanding and Speaking
Listening |

M: Hello, 776-2235.

W: Oh, good evening. It's Mrs. Richards here. I'm phoning from Number 65
next door. :

M: Yes?

W: Well, I've been trying to sleep since 11 oclock, but I'm afraid the noise
from your house is so loud that it's quite impossible for me to do so.

M: Oh, sorry.

W: Would you mind asking your friends to be a little quieter and turn the
music down? I'm sorry but it’s absolutely deafening.

M: Sorry. Yes, I will

= W: Thank you. -
Word tips 1 Listen to a telephone conversation between two neighbors and decide
Richards 8% (A4) whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
turn down JHEE R 1 The man is calling the woman. F
absolutely #s%HHi 2 The woman found itimpossible to go to sleep that night. T
deafening 7% H-akZM 3 The woman had friends with her that evening. F
B 4 The man has been polite to the woman. T
5 The telephone conversation took place very late at night. T

2 Listen to the conversation again and complete the following sentences
with the information you get.
1 The man’s phone number is 776-2235.
2 The woman lives in Number 65.
3 The woman went to bed before 11 o'clock.
4 The woman says the noise from the man'’s house is too loud.
5 The woman hopes that the man'’s friends will be a little quieter.

3 Work in pairs to role-play the conversation with your partner. You may
practice it twice by changing roles.

2
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Listening Il
One cold evening during the holiday season, a little boy about six or seven
was standing out in front of a store window. The little child had no shoes and
his clothes were old and torn. A young woman passing by saw the little boy
and could read the longing in his pale blue eyes. She took the child by the
hand and led him into the store. There she bought him some new shoes and
warm clothes.

They came back outside into the street and the woman said to the child, “Now
you can go home and have a very happy holiday”

The little boy looked up at her and asked, “Are you God, maam?”
She smiled down at him and replied, “No, son, I'm just one of his children.”

The little boy then said, “I knew you had to be a relative of God.”

1 Listen to a story about a boy and a woman and choose the best answer to Word tips
each of the following questions. the holiday season &
1 When did the story take place? A T (RS AER
A Onacold evening. i) )
B On aweekend. pass by it
C Onacold morning. longing ##
D On New Year's Day. pale {&fafh |
ma'am KA (RHALH |
ALERFITF ) |

2 What was the relationship between the woman and the little boy? B
A Teacher and pupil.
B Strangers. .
C Mother and son.
D Friends.

3 Which of the following was definitely true of the boy? B
A He was almost six years old.
B He was standing outside a store.
C He was homeless.
D He was looking out of a window.

4 What did the woman buy for the boy? D
A Something to play with.
B Something to eat.
C Something to read.
D Something to wear.

5 Why did the little boy say the woman was a relative of God? A
A Because he thought she was kind-hearted.
B Because he thought she was powerful.
C Because he thought she was forgiving (7).
D Because he thought she was mysterious (HHir).

3
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2 Listen to the story again and complete the following sentences with the
information you get.

1

2
3
4

The little boy’s clothes were old and torn.

The boy had pale blue eyes.

The woman took the boy by the hand and led him into the store.

With what the woman bought for him the boy would be able to enjoy
the holiday. '

The woman told the little boy that she was one of God's children.

3 Work in groups to do the following activities.

Read the following lines from the story.

The little boy looked up at her and asked, “Are you God, ma’am?”

She smiled down at him and replied, “No, son, I'm just one of his children”
The little boy then said, “l knew you had to be a relative of God."

S

:

1

SAMPLE

| God, maam?”

Discuss the following questions.

What did the boy think about the woman when he asked that question?
2 Why did the woman answer that way?

3 What can you infer from the story?

1 As we know from the story, the little boy got what he needed on such a cold evening—warm
clothes and new shoes. The boy was possibly from a Christian family. In his mind, kind people
must be God and only God could have done that for him. That's why he asked the woman, “Are you

2 When the woman said “I'm just one of his children”, she didn't mean that God was her biological
father, but rather that all the people who behaved as she did regarded God as their father.

3 The boy was glad to have guessed correctly that the woman was a relative of God. That evening,
both the woman and the little boy felt happy because the woman did something nice for the child
and the child could enjoy a happy holiday in his warm clothes and new shoes. I guess the woman
was someone who was ready to help the needy. What happened that evening would give the little
boy a valuable experience and in his mind there were always nice people in the world. Hopefully he
would become one when he grew up.

Je iy Al
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Listening Il

“Are you going to 181st Street?” asked an old woman.

The younger woman leaving the supermarket was in a hurry, but she stopped !
| and turned to look. She saw an old lady with a small bag of groceries at her '
| feet. The old woman was breathing heavily.

“If you're going toward 181st Street, could you carry my bag for me?”
“I don’t have the time for this,” the younger woman thought. But when she
saw the old woman, who looked very tired, she said, “Of course”

The old woman took hold of the younger woman’s arm and they walked
together slowly and talked. They were neighbors but they didn’t know each
other. The old woman lived alone and the younger woman lived with her
family, They talked about the difficulty of living in a big city: The younger
woman talked about the cost of food and the problems of raising children, the
older about loneliness.

They finally reached the old woman’s apartment building. The younger
woman seemed reluctant to go in. The old woman reached into her purse. “Let
me give you a dollar for your trouble,” she said.

“Oh, no. It was no trouble”
“Well, we're neighbors,” the old woman said. “We'll see each other again.”
“I hope so.”

The old woman took her bag and started to go in. Then she turned and said
sadly, “But then, perhaps we'll never see each other again”

s e = il

1 Listen to a story about an old woman and a younger woman and complete Word tips
the following sentences with the information you get.

groceries fiihAe1t

1 The two women lived on 181st Street. take hold of ¥k, #4k
2 The younger woman helped the old woman because the old woman raise 7
looked very tired. reluctant A4

3 Then the old woman took hold of the younger woman’s arm and they "
walked together slowly.

4 The old woman wanted to give the younger woman a dollar for her trouble.

5 Inthe end the old woman was afraid they might never see each other again.

2 Listen to the story again and complete the following table with the
information you get.

The old woman The younger woman

They were neighbors but they didn’t know each other.

She lived alone. She lived with her family.
She talked about the cost of food and
he tal loneliness.
she talked about loneliness the problems of raising children.
5
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Unit 1

3 Work in groups to discuss the following questions.
1 What do you know about the two women from the story?
2 What can be inferred from the story about their neighborhood relationship?
3 What do you think of the neighborhood relationship in your hometown?

SAMPLE

1 'The two women were neighbors but they didn’t know each other. The old
woman lived by herself and felt lonely while the young woman lived with
her family. Life wasn’t easy for the young woman since she talked about
the cost of food and the problems of raising children. The old woman was
very weak and asked the young woman to carry her shopping bag. The
young woman was kind and did what she was asked to do even though
she was in a hurry. Obviously the old woman enjoyed the company and
wished to see the young woman again. At the same time, she realized it
might not be possible.

2 According to the story, neighbors were often strangers, just like these
two women. If the old woman hadn’t asked for help, the young woman
might have passed by her like anyone else on the street. People lived
by themselves, not trying to know others in the neighborhood. That’s
probably common in big cities. But to old people, life would be very
difficult if they were weak and had no relatives or friends around. They
would feel lonely or miserable.

3 « My hometown is in a small city. My parents have lived there for
many years ever since they started working. Most people in the
neighborhood know each other because they are actually colleagues
or friends. Kids in the same residential area go to the same
elementary school or high school. We, especially classmates, play
together and visit each other after school so we know each other’s
parents, too. You can see people greet each other on the way or in
front of their apartment buildings. And they often visit each other or
help each other. In all, there is an intimate and warm atmosphere in
the neighborhood.

« My parents moved to a new apartment building a few months ago so
we haven't known our neighbors well so far. Since it's a new residential
area, people have moved here from different parts of the city or from
other cities. Almost everyone is busy, hurrying from place to place.
You seldom see people greet each other. Most of the residents in the
neighborhood are strangers and they never visit each other. Our new
apartment is much larger than the old one but it lacks warmth in one
way or another. We miss our old neighbors and are wondering how
we can get to know the new neighbors in the building.




Listening IV

: No way, Ed!

right type.

Hey, Rocky! You've been holdmg this wall up all mght Get out and
dance with someone like that girl over there.

Oh come on, man! What kind of woman are you looking for?
: I want a woman that fulfills my every need, and that girl is not the

Hey, where have you been? Times are changing, and you're never

going to find a woman that will shine your shoes and fill your beer

mug all the time. Wake up.
: Oh really? I meet a lot of women like that, just not at this party. I
prefer women that stay home, cook, clean, and watch the kids.
- OK, but where do you fit into this wonder plan? I mean what are

your household responsibilities once you get home from work?

nncky- ‘Hmm... eat, watch TV, and throw out the trash.
Ed:  Wait, wait, wait. I can't believe I'm hearing this. You're never going

to get married. I recently read a news report that said 40 percent of
women think their husbands don’t do their share around the house,

and you seem to fit into that mold.
Rocky: That’s interesting, but it doesn’t change my point of view.
Ed: That’s your problem. Well, I like women who are open-minded and

have something interesting to say. If I stick with you here, this is

going to be a long, lonely night.

1 Listen to a conversation between Ed and Rocky on their views of “ideal
woman’, and choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1

Where were Rocky and Ed that night? C

A In Rocky’s house.
B In Ed's house.

C Atadance.

D Ina classroom.

What was Rocky doing at the beginning of the conversation? D

A Dancing with a beautiful lady.

B Drinking alone.

C Chatting with a friend.
D Standing alone at the dance.

Which of the following is true about Rocky’s view on women? B

A Itis shaped by his own family experience.

B It reflects the view of the older generation.

C ltis the product of the present time.

D It reflects the view of the women’s movement.

Word tips

Ed %48 ( A4)

Rocky 4 ( A41)
fulfill i

mug () KPR
household i)

trash Ltk

mold 24!

point of view M
open-minded [E5#

B AL !

7
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4 Which of the following housework would Rocky be willing to do? D
A Babysitting.
B Cooking.
C Repairing.
D Throwing out the trash.

w

What will Rocky most likely do after the conversation? B
A Change his view on women.

B Keep staying at the dance alone.

C Date with some ideal woman.

D Visit Ed’s home.

2 Listen to the conversation again and complete the following table with
the information you get.

Ed’s

ideal woman -4 jdeal woman

| want a woman that fulfills my | like women who are open-minded
every need. | prefer women that = and have something interesting to

stay home, cook, clean, and watch  say.
the kids.

3 Work in groups to comment on Rocky’s and Ed’s views about women.

SAMPLE

I don't agree with Rocky about women. If he needs a woman who can meet
all his needs, such as staying home, cooking, cleaning and watching the kids,
a housemaid can well serve all these purposes. He shouldn’t go to a dance
to find that kind of woman, instead, he should go to a labor market. A wife
can’t be expected to be her husband’s servant. To make an ideal couple,
both husband and wife should have equal rights at home and share the
housework.

On the other hand, I agree with Ed. I also like women who are open-minded

and have something interesting to talk about. Interesting people are always
welcome at a party or whatever kind of gathering. As for a wife, being open-
minded and having something interesting to talk about are not enough. It's |
also true with a husband.

8
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