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PREFACE

When Mr Su Guochao came from Chengdu to Shanghai, 1 stayed in Songjiang County.
Then he came by bus to visit me. To this I feel very happy. At that time,an activity was held
in Songjiang County,the home town of Dong Qichang,a painter of the Ming Dynasty. In the
activity we painters were seeking our roots. We painters must have three respects—the respect
for the past,the respect for the present and the respect for the future. In other words , we must
seek our roots. We must not be trees without roots,nor_water without sources. I think Mr Su
has all these respects in his art. When he draws paintings,he inherits the past traditions and
tries to make them abound with contemporary features. He was also trained by his elders in
Sichuan Province,so that he has created his own styles in form and content and combined the
skillful penship and real life. He tries his best to increase the interest and charm of his paint-
ings. If he insists on doing so he has boundless future. It is quite interesting that his calligra-
phy has a style of painting. This is a new school of calligraphy which can help develop his

i [f>

D
o i A TR e N SR

aw @ SGEF

b ¥ G

¢
&

ﬂ
>
o

\§
o SRR |

&

yosd

(@
W=

s

e



X
W e

=\

7

0 52 0

~

Drs

-

D
a
oW

W e SRR SR ok v
X S

T
N

e
-
<

>

B
o

o
v
4
/

‘j
X

- g e W ok (¥ e

-

o i %
2ty 38

.
SE »
W SR Sl S T Ju ot e §

& e Thaw

o

v
0

334 f
S

L 4
>
L 4
L o
4

W

R
by

325 0 R WMo 2 o e 3 [

-

e
>
—
\‘lA\'

Ny W

G
| o7
Ui
53

SR

-

PP

Wb g 1 WA T B G 0 B
e Yo 3 45 vie [

§
S

~

painting. This school of calligraphy which does not follow the beaten track is beyond re-
proach.

When Mr Su plans to publish this beautiful picture album of his own,he asks me to write
down my hope to him as the preface. I have nothing new to say. only hope that he will not be
stopped in his activities of ceation as vehicles jammed on the highways in rush hours but be
brave to open a new way. People may say this requirement may be too high,but I do not think
so. The saying is quite true that the boldness of creation stems from super skill.

I also hope that Mr Su will make still greater achievements in the field of art.

Chen Shifa

18 November 1994
In Songjiang
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I began to know Mr Su Guochao in the home of
Liu Jiming,an old friend of mine. Mr Liu was an hon-
est and kindhearted old artist. He knew nothing ex-
cept painting. After he was wrongly classified as a
“rightest”, he was at a loss what to do. He lived a
miserable life in his lonely house in the western cor-
ner of the city. Young Su Guochao, with a sense of
justice , did what he could to help him. Although I
knew Mr Su for the first time,I could not help admir-
ing him for his noble character.

My old friend Li Qiongjiu was wrongly dis-
charged from public employment and had nothing to
live on. There was nothing but a few bamboo stools
in his broken house at Tianhougong near the Leshan
city wall and most people looked upon him with con-
tempt. But Mr Su often went to visit him and brought
dozens of bamboo curtains from Chengdu to Leshan
city every month and asked the old painter to draw
paintings on them. After selling the curtains, he got
some money with which the old painter could support
himself. He showed concerns to his elders not for
months but for years running because he regarded it
as his duty. In the ten years of great turmoil, such
persons as Mr Su were very hard to find.

Mr Su was appreciated by the Sichuan General
Workers’ Union as an advanced individual who be-
came talented through self education and was
awarded 500 yuan. He donated the money to an old
folks’ home in his hometown Ziyang County. When
he hnew a student of national minority origin in
Chengdu Meteorological Institute suffered from
leukemia ,he sent him 300 yuan without others know-
ing it. When a painter from Huangmei County , Hubei
Province , was in difficulty and wrote him to ask for
help,he lent him a helping hand without hesitation.

" His teacher Chen Shifa says that he is a polite,
kindhearted art lover who highly values friendship.

“In those troubled years, he once ran the risk and
travelled a long way alone to visit Shi Lu in the an-
cient Tang capital Xi’an and brought the old painter
some hot fermented beancurd which the white-haired
and white-beard artist loved best. Shi Lu was then se-
riouly ill. T don’t know what he thought of it. But I,
who was also in adversity ,could taste the ficklness of
the world. The friendship between the teacher and
the student was full of love. The sincerity and love in
those turmoil years should be treasured.

Shi Lu once said, “If you want your art to be ex-
cellent you must have a noble character. ”So calligra-
phy and paintings are to some extent the reflection of
one’ s thinking and sentiments. Jiang Baishi holds
that if one wants his calligraphy and paintings to be
superb,he must have superb moral character. ”Shen
Yinmo stresses “Moral quality first,calligraphy and
paintings second. ”Lou Jiangming says, “Noble char-
acter is the foundation of calligraphy. ”In China,cal-
ligraphy and painting have long been considered as
the record of one’s moral standing.

About Mr Su’s paintings, there are many con-
ments. Here I only want to say something about his
calligraphy. On the basis of tradition,he tries his best
to give variety to his calligraphical works. He is not
satisfied with monotone but is in pursuit of variety,
arbitariness and affectedness. He runs counter to the
convention and tries to use new tools to do calligra-
phy.

When his picture album is going to be printed,I
think and think and then write to foregoing remarks.
I hope he will advance in big strides in the field of
art.

Che Fu

In November,1994
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Visiting Lu Yanshuo
in Shenzhen at the Lantern
Festival of 1992

photo by Tan Tianren

With Master Painter

Liu Haisu at Master Liu's

100  birthday party in

Shanghai on 16 March.
1994

photo by Su Yuan
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OxREeE & Visiting Mr Wang

Geyi in Shanghai in the ]
winter of 1986 s
photo by Li Dajun

Visiting a deer farm
in  Dujiangyan with his
teacher Li Qiongjiu in the
autumn of 1990

[)}w!u /{\' He Jiabi
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Strolling in a street of
Shanghai with his teacher
Chen Shifa in the autumn
of 1992
photo by Ou Haonian

Su Guochao and his
wife taking a photo with
his leacher He Haixia and
his wife in the Peach
Flower Garden of
Longquanyi.Chengdu

photo by Le Jiabi
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Taking a photo with

Mr Zheng Naiguang in the
summer of 1990

photo by Liao Jivin

Visiting his teacher

Fei Xinwo in Suzhou in the
spring of 1991

photo by Su Pen
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1992 £ & MR il

Taking a photo with
Ding Shaoguang.an Amer-

Asking Mr Bai Xueshi

for advice in Shenzhen at

the Lantern Festival of ican painter of Chinese ori é
1992 gin, in Guangzhou in the 24
photo by Li Jinvuan antumn of 1993 ‘a'{

photo by Ni Guohuwa 8
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(1DGood luck for years running

@Playing under the flowers after rain

(3)A mountain village hidden in the clouds

@®Studying hard in the moonlit night

(3)An autumn wood

®)Two birds in a wood

(DSailing back in a river beside mountain cliffs

(®Playing chess

©A rural village

(0Fish

(DEarly spring

(2Birds hidden in a deep wood

(3Su Wu herding sheep

(A roly-poly

(®Fragrant flowers after the wind stops

(®Fragrant flowers on the cliffs

(DEarly spring

(®Making glazed vases

19Two cocks

20Morning dew

@DEvery year there is need

22Grazing near an autumn wood

@)Singing birds

@Fish swimming to blooming lotus

@On Du Fu’s poem Moonlit Night

@9 The house in a secluded wood

@)Plum flowers

@9Early spring morning on the Eastern Mountain

@)Flowers in a vase

B0Lotus flowers

@DAncient plum in a vase

@2Listening to the rain on a broken lotns branch

63Chao Xueqin—— the author of Dreams in Red Man-
sions

GDA lonely village in rolling mountains

G9Sunny spring

G9Watching plum flowers

B)Small red fish

G9Graceful Mount Emei shrouded in mist

@9Chicken sleeping near blooming lotus flowers

@0A shaded house near a mist river

@DFemale musicians in the palace of the Shu Kingdom

@2Birds perching on a plum branch

@Lotus growing in a mud

@1)Birds in the green shade

@Mount Qingcheng in autumn

@9 Jiuzhaigou in the middle of spring
@DDeers visible in thick woods

(9Birds singing in a green wood

@9Sailing in a river of Sichuan Province
60Red leaves promise the coming of autumn
6D Potteries

62Morning in a wood

63Plum wife and crane sons

6HA view in a mountain

65 Ancient trees

66Birds perching on a branch

6)Moon over the willow branches

63A view in a mountain

69Singing in the morning

60Sunny snow-covered ground

6)Feng Fu Ji Lu meaning “bumper harvest”, “happi-
ness”,“luck” and “official’s salary”

6Song Feng Zhu Ying meaning “wind soughing in the
pines” and “bamboo shade”

63Zhong Qiu Ming Yue Ye meaning “moonlit night in
mid-autumn”

6)Gu Feng Jin Yu meaning “ancient wind” and “present
rain”

6Meng meaning “dream”

6Ywun Xia Chu Hai Shu,Mei Liu Du Jiang Chun mean-
ing “clouds hovering over the sea” and “plum and
willow growing on the other side of the river in
spring”

6 Bi Qing Mo Qu meaning “interesting pens and ink”

©You Lan

6)He Wei Gui meaning “Friendship is precious”

70Qiu meaning “autumn”

@D Feng Xue Yin Chun meaning “a snowstorm greeting
the spring”

@Yu meaning “rain”

@ Chun Ri Jiang Chun meaning “a riverside village in
spring”

@ Xiang meaning “hometown”

@ Feng Qing Yue Lang meaning “gentle breeze’
“bright moon”

@Gui meaning “going back”

@)Y{ meaning “art”

” and

@) Feng Ying meaning “wind is soughing”
@Shi meaning “fruit”
@Nian Feng meaning “bumper harvest year”
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A mountain village hidden in the clouds
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Studying hard in the moonlit night
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An autumn wood
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Two birds in a wood
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Sailing back in a river beside mountain cliffs
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