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PREFACE 2

Madaome De-Xiu Ma is a remarkable
leader in higher education in China. | have
had the great pleasure of knowing and working
with her for many years as we led our respec-
tive universities (the University of Michigan
and Shanghai Jiao Tong University). What |
discovered as our friendship developed, was
that we shared a vibrant vision of international
collaboration in higher education in the 21st
century. So while we pursued our careers on
the opposite sides of the earth our willingness
to learn from each other brought us together
for a most productive academic endeavor that
has been of great benefit to students and
faculty at both of our academic institutions.

It is a great pleasure for me to offer a

preface to this important work about the
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development of Chinese higher education in
the last decade. This book describes how
China is transforming its higher education
institutions with the realistic long-term goal
of competing with the very best universities
around the world.

Preparing a nation’s citizens to lead in
modern economies is an important role of
higher education and those counties that
have invested in creating outstanding insti-
tutions have benefitted enormously over
time. However, there is no single model for
higher education., Rather, the manner in which
higher education develops is related to
nation’s culture and history, so that institu-
tions can be a projection as well as a mirror
of the society in which they reside.

Certainly, American universities have gone
through many changes over time. As an

example, in the post World War [ period,
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US universities expanded enormously their
commitment to research and graduate edu-
cation and to creating robust international
collaborations and exchanges. Universities
in China are now undertaking vast and impor-
tant transformations, and through my asso-
ciation with Madame Ma, | have become
very familiar with the changes underway at
Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU) . which
have rapidly emerged as one of China’s
premier higher education institutions,

SJTU was extremely fortunate to have
Madame Ma in a principal governance role.
She understood the important link between
rapid economic development and advances
in Chinese education and she ceaselessly
promoted policies and investments that spurred
rapid progress within the University. During
our many conversations about higher educao-

tion policy. it became clear to those of us at




the University of Michigan that Madame Ma
would implement those plans consistent with
her vision of having SJTU recognized as one
of the best universities in China.

During the past twelve years during my
presidency of the University of Michigan, |
visited China twice. Each time | was treated
with great hospitality. Highlights of these visits
(in 2005 and 2010) included very warm meetings
with Chinese State Councilors Mesdames Zhi-
li Chen and Yan-dong Liu. | was also able to
meet with leaders from the Chinese Ministry
of Education and the Shanghai Municipal
Government in addition to many administrators,
faculty and students from SJTU. | was enor-
mously impressed with their shared vision of
a prominent future for Chinese higher educa-
tion institutions and this gave me and my
colleagues great confidence in developing

collaborative relationships, the most enduring
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of which has been with SJTU.

Our strategic partnership with SUTU was
implemented formally shortly after my first
trip to China in 2005, when we established a
University of Michigan—Shanghai Jiao Tong
University Joint Institute (UM-SJTU JI) with
emphasis on engineering education at both
the undergraduate and graduate level, The
goal of this Joint Institute was to create the
Michigan engineering education model at SJTU
that offered a rigorous educational program
equivalent to that experienced by students
at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.
Included within the model was an opportunity
for faculty from both institutions to collaborate
and visit both institutions and for students
from Ann Arbor to study at the JI as well as
JI students to study in Ann Arbor.

Dedication by faculty and administrators

over many years has resulted in an academic
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entity that has garnered international attention
along with many successful alumni, In the
spring of 2014, the Institute for International
Education based in Washington, DC, recog-
nized our UM-SJTU JI with the Andrew
Heiskell Award for International Education.
Certainly this award is a reflection of an
enduring and successful international collabo-
ration that has brought enormous satisfaction
to both institutions.

In reflecting on why this collaboration
has been so successful, | have concluded that
early in my association with Madame Ma,
we had the opportunity to learn and discuss
higher education policies and options in an
ideal setting and prior to the formal estab-
lishment of our Joint Institute. That setting
was a University Leadership Forum in Ann
Arbor at the University of Michigan (a two-

week intensive experience) that had been
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