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"Yes. miss: in the mornin’ they's awful bad. It's being on 'em all

the day. tendin' to Miss Jane, you know. But after a time 1 gets more



used to the pain. and don't feel it. The mornin's always the wors!."
( mornin'=morning, they's=they're. 'em=them. tendin'=tending.
mornin's= morning's )
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Chapter 1
BETH RECEIVES AN INVITATION
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Professor De Graf was sorting the mail at the breakfast
table.

"Here's a letter for you, Beth," said he, and tossed it
across the cloth to where his daughter sat.

The girl raised her eyebrows, expressing surprise. It was
something unusual for her to receive a letter. She picked up the
square envelope between a finger and thumb and carefully read
the inscription ', "Miss Elizabeth De Graf, Cloverton, Ohio."
Turning the envelope she found on the reverse flap a curious
armorial emblem” , with the word "Elmhurst."

Then she glanced at her father, her eyes big and somewhat
startled in expression. The Professor was deeply engrossed
in” a letter from Benjamin Lowenstein which declared that
a certain note must be paid at maturity. His weak, watery
blue eyes stared rather blankly from behind the gold-rimmed
spectacles. His flat nostrils extended and compressed like
those of a frightened horse; and the indecisive mouth was
tremulous ' . At the best the Professor was not an imposing
personage . He wore a dressing-gown of soiled quilted silk and
linen not too immaculate”; but his little sandy moustache and
the goatee that decorated his receding chin were both carefully

waxed into sharp points—an indication that he possessed at

i inscription: Hia]: X

2 emblem: #FE: %

3 engrossed in: HI3 T

1 tremulous: ffHEY: MDY
5 personage: £t

6 immaculate; {51



least one vanity. Three days in the week he taught vocal and
instrumental music to the ambitious young ladies of Cloverton.
The other three days he rode to Pelham's Grove, ten miles
away, and taught music to all who wished to acquire that
desirable accomplishment. But the towns were small and the
fees not large, so that Professor De Graf had much difficulty
in securing an income sufficient for the needs of his family.

The stout, sour-visaged lady who was half-hidden by
her newspaper at the other end of the table was also a bread-
winner, for she taught embroidery to the women of her
acquaintance and made various articles of fancy-work that were
sold at Biggar's Emporium, the largest store in Cloverton.
So, between them, the Professor and Mrs. De Graf managed
to defray " ordinary expenses and keep Elizabeth at school;
but there were one or two dreadful "notes" that were constantly
hanging over their heads like the sword of Damocles,
threatening to ruin them at any moment their creditors proved
obdurate .

Finding her father and mother both occupied, the girl
ventured to open her letter. It was written in a sharp, angular,
feminine hand and read as follows:

"My Dear Niece: It will please me to have you spend the
months of July and August as my guest at Elmhurst. | am in
miserable health, and wish to become better acquainted with

you before I die. A check for necessary expenses is enclosed

U defray: {f
@ obdurate: 3T



and [ shall expect you to arrive promptly on the first of July.

"Your Aunt, JANE MERRICK."

A low exclamation from Elizabeth caused her father to
look in her direction. He saw the bank check lying beside her
plate and the sight lent an eager thrill to his voice.

"What is it, Beth? "

"A letter from Aunt Jane."

Mrs. De Graf gave a jump and crushed the newspaper into
her lap.

"What!" she screamed.

"Aunt Jane has invited me to spend two months at
Elmhurst, " said Elizabeth, and passed the letter to her
mother, who grabbed it excitedly.

"How big is the check, Beth?" enquired the Professor,
in a low tone.

"A hundred dollars. She says it's for my expenses. "

"Huh! Of course you won't go near that dreadful old cat,
so we can use the money to better advantage."

"Adolph!"

The harsh, cutting voice was that of his wife, and the
Professor shrank back in his chair.

"Your sister Jane is a mean, selfish, despicable old
female, " he muttered. "You've said so a thousand times
yourself, Julia."

"My sister Jane is a very wealthy woman, and she's a

Merrick, " returned the lady, severely. "How dare you—a



common De Graf—asperse * her character? "

"The De Grafs are a very good family, " he retorted .

"Show me one who is wealthy! Show me one who is
famous! "

"I can't, " said the Professor. "But they're decent, and
they're generous, which is more than can be said for your
tribe."

"Elizabeth must go to Elmhurst, " said Mrs. De Graf,
ignoring her husband's taunt~.

"She shan't. Your sister refused to loan me fifty dollars
last year, when I was in great trouble. She hasn't given you a
single cent since | married you. No daughter of mine shall go in
Elmhurst to be bullied and insulted by Jane Merrick."

"Adolph, try to conceal the fact that you're a fool, " said
his wife. "Jane is in a desperate state of health, and can't live
very long at the best. [ believe she's decided to leave her money
to Elizabeth, or she never would have invited the child to
visit her. Do you want to fly in the face of * Providence, you

doddering old imbecile” 7"

"No, " said the Professor, accepting the doubtful
appellationg without a blush. "How much do you suppose Jane

is worth? "

asperse: HFiF, i
retorted: SZ; DM
taunt: 5%, LK

fly in the face of: ASRiEHL
imbecile: BEHA
appellation: FRIT
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"A half million, at the very least. When she was a girl she
inherited from Thomas Bradley, the man she was engaged to
marry, and who was suddenly killed in a railway accident,
more than a quarter of a million dollars, besides that beautiful
estate of Elmhurst. I don't believe Jane has even spent a
quarter of her income, and the fortune must have increased
enormously. Elizabeth will be one of the wealthiest heiresses in
the country!"

"If she gets the money, which I doubt, " returned the
Professor, gloomily.

"Why should you doubt it, after this letter? "

"You had another sister and a brother, and they both had
children, " said he.

"They each left a girl. I admit. But Jane has never favored
them any more than she has me. And this invitation, coming;
when Jane is practically on her death bed, is a warrant that
Beth will get the money."

"l hope she will, " sighed the music teacher. "We all need
it bad enough, I'm sure."

During this conversation Elizabeth, who might be
supposed the one most interested in her Aunt's invitation, sat
silently at her place, eating her breakfast with her accustomed
calmness of demeanor ' and scarcely glancing at her parents.

She had pleasant and quite regular features, for a girl

of fifteen, with dark hair and eyes—the "Merrick eyes, "her

U demeanor: KU¥E; ZiF
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