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Tea Culture and Seal Cutting

Preface to Zhejiang Famous Tea and Seal Cutting

Zhejiang is well-known for tea and seal cutting. Xihulongjing is world
famous and Xilin Seal Cutting Society is prestigious for its long history.
With the intention to combine tea culture and seal cutting together, Yu
Jianping wrote the original book Zhejiang Famous Tea and Seal Cutting.

The book focuses on the famous tea culture including the origins,
producing areas, shapes and characteristics of tea. Meanwhile the book
contains the seal cuttings of tea names created by dozens of masters of seal
cutting. Therefore, the book is about history, customs and arts of Zhejiang
Province. The past scholars emphasized the local culture, but they didn’t
combine culture with speciality.

There are a lot of famous teas in Zhejiang Province. In the book
Returning to the Farmland written by Ou Yangxiu, a scholar in Beisong
Dynasty, “Tea is abundant in Zhejiang and Jiangsu and tea production
in the two provinces numbers one”. So tea from Zhejiang is precious and
expensive. In fact, tea has been regarded as treasure since the middle of Tang
Dynasty. Du Mu called himself “Immortal of Tea” in his poetry and Lu Yu
was entitled “God of Tea” when he was writing the book On 7ea. So tea has
enjoyed a long history as a tribute.

As far as tea in Zhejiang is concerned, Lu Guimeng moved his house



to Guzhu for the sake of Zixun Tea and Emperor Song Huizong praised
Anji White Tea. Jinshan Tea brought a fresh air to Japanese tea culture and
Huiming Tea started the affinity between tea and Buddhist temples. Books
and anecdotes about tea were popular and tea was selected as tribute and
commodity. Tea has an important cultural position in the Chinese history.

Some tea names in Zhejiang are inherited from history; some new
tea names are given by contemporary literati; some tea names are slightly
odd such as green peony along river and mountain, snow dragon under the
heaven, and vague mist in fairy land. You have to observe the shape of the
tea carefully, know the scenery of producing areas and the characteristics
of the tea so that you can fully understand the subtleties of naming the
tea. To name a tea is to make the tea beautiful, elegant and poetic. To cut
the tea names into seals is to make the poetic tea names vivid and artistic.
It enhances the taste of tea, increases the interest in tea and enriches the
cultural content of tea.

Drinking tea can ease your mind, expel your sleepiness, promote your
clear-mindedness, provoke philosophical thinking and induce meditation.
Seals with tea names have the beautiful contrast between red and white and
they have combined the miracles of Zhejiang School and Anhui School.
You can appreciate the seals with your nose, tongue, heart and mind. The
seals can be entertained and treasured up for a long time with undiminished

fragrance.

written by Tian Ao, at 91 years old,

in September 2008 in Hong Yu Xuan, Shanghai
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