


The Merchant of Denice

CHAPTER . 1
Shylock® and His Bond* 1,
¥ar away,” on the shores of the blue Adriatic ,i

Sea,® there is a city called Venice.” Itisa city of g!
white marble® houses like palaces.® .\
Great painters'® have always loved to make ‘1
pictures of'' the grand old churches and other 4:§‘-".§
beautiful buildings that may be seen in Venice.'* ’;
Strange to say,'® there are very few!* streets!® ;fj:

in the city, for between the houses there are :
canals,'® crossed by many quaint old bridges;!’ “1
while'® boats, called gondolas,'® carry people to {
I. @A, 2. Venice (ven'is) R (RAEURK). 3. Shylock ' “

(shi'lok) Bki3E (EAA). 4. %, fhik. 5. Far away k. 6. on “3
the shores of the blue Adriatic (d-dri-at/ik) Sea F{LHTEHE2E.
7. there is a city called Venice f3kEE@E (there is 4). 8. 45, =
KIEF. 9. EHE EE. 10. Great painters £M%K. 11. have always “

loved to make pictures of H:fERifE. . . 2. 12. the grand bld churches o
and other beautiful buildings that may be seen in Venice ;ﬂ;ﬂz;g@'(g: T
SULR R 2 R, AERER, WALT (buldings EEEBSE
FaALs). 13. Strange tosay §ZW 3. 14. very few (=not many) e
Eami%. x5 fiff. 16, for between the houses there are canals 3§ E
JEE 2 WA T (canal AT BB IR).  17. crossed by many quaint ¥

-

old bridges WAMLMWHZER. 15 W. 0. BRWZME



3 THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

and fro, for business or pleasure,’ over the
blue water.® .-
The sun shines brightly® on Venice, and the

- air is very soft and warm* while the song of the

sea’® is sweet to® the ears of those who love this
fine old place.”

Once upon a time,® there lived® in Venice
two men, named Antonio!® and Bassanio,!* who
were very great friends.’” Antonio was a rich
merchant. He owned'® a great many'* ships, which
carried goods'® to distant lands;'® for in those
days'” the people of Venice were famous as brave
seamen and traders.®

Besides being known as a rich man of some
importance,'® Antonio was liked by everybody,?

1. for business or pleasure BENWFH, KFc#kS: 2. carry people
to and fro, over the blue water #Ei%APIEIESkZ E (to and fro
#EiK). 3. shines brightly #f#%. 4. the air is very soft and warm 22
SR, 5. the song of the sea Hj7RiFERZE. 6. issweetto...
. 7. those who love this fine old place 7Zat30HE > % k% .
8. Once upon a time 7Fd4w: (once H:F). 9. there lived JE45.
10. Antonio (an-td'ni-8) %:3(Jg. 11, Bassanio (ba-si/ni-5) B BT
12. were very great friends 28383 (great friend BXK). 13. /. 14.a
great many Z# (@ “many” WiRE collective noun “many” 24,
&®A “of® @R BX). 15 %K. 16, distant lands FF. 17.in
those days #idms.  18. were famous as brave seamen and traders
VLB i RER K4 (seaman §iiE5; trader BA). 10. Besides being
known as a rich man of some importance KelIEZEARMMNES.
20. was liked by everybody BAAFF &,
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for he was very good and kind and generous.!
But his greatest friend was young Ba. 2nio.

Bassanio was handsome and clever.? He was
not very well off,® and perhaps he spent more
than he should have done.* But whenever® he
needed money, his good friend Antonio was always
ready to give it to him,® for he loved him as if he
were his own brother.”

Antonio was a much quieter®* man. He made
no display of his riches,® and, indeed,'® preferred
to live in a plainer manner.!* But he was glad
that Bassanio dressed more gaily,? after the fashion
of'® the young men of his time, and he liked him to
take his place amongst'*other Venetian gentlemen.!®

Now'® Bassanio had made the acquaintance
of'” a rich old man who lived- at Belmont,'® a few

1. fi/%, Wee. 2. handsome and clever 3&ijE:. 3 not very well
off FHLE (well off %JL). 4. spent more than he should have done

(=spent) MEEFE (MBHEFEM). 5 MEMUIE. 6 was always |

ready to give it to him JFHRZFHEE (ready A, Hef)- 7. as (he
would love him) if he were his own brother FMIF R (HF —EEE
P RE as if —75). 8. WG #t. 9. made no display of his
riches RSk HE (display HioR: riches i), 10 TR II. pre-a
ferred to live in a plainer manner EZATHFGH. 12. dressed (him-
self) more gaily FREGEE- 13. after the fashion of...ff...2%&.
14. to take his place amongst. .. {3k, . .25 15 Venetian gentle-
men REBEMZ 4 16, =things being so fFx “HR?’. 17. had
made the acquaintance of.. 8. . . Fr3c, Bk - - 18. Belmont H
WFE (bgk). '
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miles out of' Venice. He had been to? his house
on a visit,® and had seen his daughter Portia,*
who was a very beautiful young lady.*

Bassanio felt sure® that’ Portia liked him,
and he knew that he loved her. Since his wvisit
to® Belmont her father had died, and Bassanio -
thought he would like to go there again® and see
whether Portia really loved him well enough to be
his wife.1? £

But when he came to'' look into'? his purse;'®
he found he had not enough money'* to go on such
a visit.?* He knew that Antonio would help him
at once,'® and so he hastened to his house."”

Just at that time,'® however,'® Antonio had
not much money by him.?” He had been fitting
out®! his ships, and finding cargoes?* for them, and

I. afew miles of. ... . . M#H. 2. had been to f75. 3. ona
visit #5585, 4. had seen his daughter Portia (por/shidt) e % fif 75 §2.
5- ks is?ﬁ‘zifﬁ'ﬁﬁ‘. 6. felt sure F&i%. 7. MERETIHE 8. Since
his visit to.. . g . . 2 B USENTE. 9. thought he would like to
go there again MpkEENEI i, FEGEE. 10. and seé whether Portia
 really loved him well enough to be his wife HEGH O FZELZH
BikdFaE. 11, cameto...tk, &3... 12.lookinto §§, Z5.  13. gE3E. '
14. had not enough money, ZF5 2%t 15. to go on such a visit
VITEIAT. 16, at once Nrfj.  17. hastened to his house %ﬁ}t@
18; Just at that time 3gAILEE, .  19. fH. - 20. had not much
<money by him #&T%. 21. had been fitting out. . HESEH. ..
22. AR
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so all his ready money' had been spent upon? his
vessels,® which were at sea.*

It grieved Antonio very much to refuse such
a request,” so he began to think® what could be
done’ to help Bassanio. ‘

“After all,”® thought he, “the ships are quite
safe. They will soon reach the ports® to which
they are bound,'® and I shall then have plenty of
money*! in my hands. For once,’ then, I will
go with Bassanio to a money-lender,'® and borrow
as much as he needs.’* 'We shall be able te pay
it back'® very soon.’’*® ;

It was not a thing which he liked to do;
indeed, the rich money-lenders, who were Jews,”
were persons whom Antonio greatly disliked.'®
He had often spoken against them,'* and told them
how he hated®® their grasping and miserly ways.*!

1. all his ready money fEfiify Z2¥i&. 2. hodeSeen-spelrbupon, . .
B#tik...E. 3. 8. 4. atseaFEjfp b, K€ grieged Antohiduvery
much to refuse such a request %23 RN RIMERTETE (It \Buds
to refuse. . .—3f; grieved fi. . . ZERK; to reffif€ such a Fequest Filks+il).
6. began to think #48. 7. what could BE done AL{EMIEE) 3-SHWRHér
all 3@, 3. o BER, ¥, o, BhE a0 VeExipienty pEmoney £ 4.
12. For once jiflk—%. 13. JffA. 14XBerrow as much.as he neéfls
RS2 B TS, 15, pay back HHENN 16, v oom R, AH -
17. /AN, 18, greatly disliked yEEE.  19. RNTH poken aghinst
them /A Z. 20. {85, 21. grasping andMizedywaysf% 2 17.
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Still,* so great was his love for Bassanio that?
he was willing to break through his rule,® and go
with him to borrow the necessary sum* from old
Shylock, a rich Jew, who was noted as® the
sharpest® money-lender in Venice.

Shylock was a covetous’ and cruel old man.
He always made those who borrowed his money
pay very dearly for the sums they had.®* Thus,
while they became poor, the Jew grew richer day
by day.® :

“Shylock has no reason to love me,”*® said

“Antonio. ““He is the worst of all the Jews in our

city; and he knows just what I think of him,* for

I have often spoken openly of'* his cruel ways.

Still,’* Bassanio, there can be no harm in asking
his aid this once,'* for in three months we shall be
full able to repay what he lends.’”®

1. A, 2. so great was his love for Bassanio that. . . g8l it
el EZ . ... 3. was willing to break through his rule BR300,
4. mecessary sum BEgk 2K, 5. was noted as...PL... ¥4
6. 3, MEE 70 A& 8, made...pay very dearly of the sums they
had 4. . WS 2 REER2ZE. o dayby day #H. 10. has no

‘reason to love me #EFfkr o, FFEgk. 1r. he knows just what I
think of him 2 251k iEm 2. 12. have often spoken openly of

AR K. . . 13. ##K.  14. there can be no harm in asking his
aid this once -~ &k Bh 3 ek, 15. in thréee months we shall
be full able fo repay what he lends = J 25 Wi el {E 1L {8 22l
(full able ju[; what he lends R {25 ).
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So the two friends went off arm in arm,}
Bassanio talking gaily* about® his visit to Belmont,
and about the beautiful Lady Portia.

They found Shylock on the Rialto,* which
was the Exchange,® or place where the merchants
of the city met to do business with each other.®
It stood near a bridge which led to” the great
church of St. Mark,® one of the most beautiful
churches in Europe.® '

The Rialto itself was a very fine building.
All round the big halls were galleries,'® where
people could stand and look down upon the crowd
of merchants who met here day by day.“i For
here were gathered'? men of all ranks,'®* who came
from different parts of the country'* to buy and
sell in Venice.

1. went off arm in arm JFEfrd:. 2. K8 3. talking about 3§
X%, BXK. 4. Rialto (ri-al'td) By (WREEZ D). 5. Wi
6. met to do business with each other 8 Hili (to do business 3£ 5;
with each other Hjfl). 7- led to.,.3f3 ... - 8. the great church of
St. Mark 3638 A, o EM. 10. All round the big halls were
galleries MRRAZEZ MAEEEAE (ball JE%e; gallery FEA, M)-
11. look down upon the crowd of merchants who met here day by day
M- B SR 2 %l (look down upon ff§fiF; crowd %&). 12. here were
gathered HHEHEFS. 13, menofallranks 5 At i o A%E. 14, came
from different parts of the country K& 5.
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Here, too, were seen' groups? of Jews, who
‘waited with their money-bags,* to lend their gold
to needy merchants,* from whom they expected
large interest for their loans.® These greedy® Jews
brought sorrow and shame to’ many a® home in
Venice, as well as® in other places. For there is
an old proverb which says that'® ‘“they who go
borrowing go sorrowing.”’*!

But amidst- the noise and stir of}? the Rialto
there was, perhaps, not time enough to think of
these things.'® If a merchant needed money, he
sought'* out the nearest money-lender, and made
a bargain with'® him, for which, no doubt, he was
very sorry afterwards, when he found it difficult
to pay back the loan.'®

1. were seen 1. 2, Y. 3. waited with their money-bags
FEERAE LI, 4. needy merchants [HZFZHEA. 5. from whom they
expected large inferest for their loans Z5WEpY EFEEMELER.
6. & 7- brought sorrow and shame to. .. RERERES. . . (sorrow FE3R;
shame #E%). 8. many a (=many times one)\§F%. 9. as well as .
10. there is an old proverb which says that. . . f#FH2Z2H... 11. they
who go borrowing go sorrowing i H {ELLSE RS ENRGSZ .
12. But amidst the noise and stir of. . .fi{#. . JEFEIEZ . 13. there
‘was not time enough to think of these things 7438 & 2% utdl. 14. 8.
15. made a bargain with. . .$&...gT#. 16, for which, no doubt, he
was very sorry afterwards, when he found it difficult to pay back the
loan F#% 0k REENMEA 2 BiElZ# (no doubt $E5E; it B)45 to pay back
the loan). }



THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (¢}

In the case of' Antonio and Bassanio, how-
ever, things were rather different.? ~Antonio only
wanted the money to help his friend, and in three
months’ time he fully expected® to pay it back.

So he went cheerfully* with Bassanio towards
the spot where Shylock stood® in the Rialto.
When they drew near,® Bassanio first went up to
Shylock by himself,” and asked him whether he
could lend the money, if Antonio gave his bond
to repay® it on a certain® day.

The Jew looked sharply at'° Antonio, who
stood a little way off.!’ Then rubbing'? his hands,
he turned to smile'® at Bassanio. :

“It is only for three months,'* you say, Signor'® .
Bassanio; and Antonio will sign'® a bond saying
that he will repay me. Well,'” Antonio is a good

»

man.

1. In the case of...3...Tak ... 2. things were rather
different fE A AR, - 3. fully expected J{fi#E 2. 4. KR, 5. the
spot where Shylock stocd ffi& Eiif 2. 6. drew (themselves) near
fik. 7. first went up to Shylock by himself ¢ FRER#E T EE. 8. GRE-
Qi e 10, looked sharply at... @, .., &R, .- 11. a little way
off JHEERER. 120 # 13. turned to smile BH{ERKZS. 14, It is
only three months JEFHTCLL = HEM. 15, 2Bk, # (BAFIEE). 16, %
S, Iz FEEE, LR -
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" But he spoke in a scoffing way' which Bas-
sanio did not quite like.?

“Have you ever heard anything a'gainst my
friend?”’®* he asked quickly; and Shylock drew
back,* lifting® his hands as if to protest against
such a thing.®

“Oh dear no, no!”7” he cried. “What I meant
was that his name was sufficient.®* But one must
be careful,® and Antonio’s wealth is on his ships.
Now,*® what are ships? They are boards of wood;!!
and sailors are only men, after all.'* There are
water-thieves'*—pirates, I mean**—as well as land-
thieves, and we know there are other dangers on
the sea,'® such as'® storms!” and winds and rocks;!®
therefore I must be cautious.’® Still, the man

himself has a very good name, and I think I may
take®® his bond.”

1. spoke in a scoffing way & BefEfi 422 k. 2. which Bassanio
did not quite like JEH|REUNBANEE. 3. Have you ever heard any-
thing against my friend? KEMAEKBELZEFE. 4. drew (himself)
back Bf%. 5. &, w4k, 6. asif to protest against such a thing %
NSRS, . 7. Oh dear no, no! 38, 7, 7Z5. 8. What I meant was
that his name was sufficient FEI/HELER (BE) M. o. But one
must be careful i ABEH FeliiE.  10. 5. 11 boards of wood A M-
12. sailors are only men, after all, ﬂ?iﬁ;ajtj\li. 13. water-thieves jf
s PEfE, 14, pirates, I mean £30#iEH.. 15. and we know there are
other dangers on the sea H ¢ i5 A MG &G L3 AP aity,  16. such
as g, 17, SREE. 18, #E. 10, BHHEREE. 20, B
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“Indeed T am sure you may,’” said Bassanio.

“Yes, yes, I also am sure of that,”* replied
the cunning® Jew. “Now may I speak to An-
tonio?”

But, as Antonio came towards them; Shylock
ground his teeth,* for he hated him with all his
soul.* He hated him partly because of® the scorn’
with which Antonio treated® himse{lf and his tribe,?
partly because Antonio lent people money without
charging any interest,'” and so brought down'* the
rate of interest'? in Venice. ‘“Now,” thoaghf
Shylock, “I have a chance to revenge myself on'?
this proud'* merchant.”

Antonio, however, did not know what was in
the Jew’s mind,* so he bowed courteously.'®

“Shylock,” he said, “I neither lend for gain,
nor do I borrow as a rule.'” But to oblige’® my

']

1. Indeed I am sure youmay (take his bond) RS (S25H0).
2. EPIREENME SRz 4. 3. 3R 4. ground his teeth mgy- L)1,
5. hated him with all his soul {2 H]4 (with all one’s soul i EEE 2l
Hik). 6. partly because of —HI... 7. f#l%. 8. f%%. o FE.
10. lent people money without ‘charging any interest ([ A L. &34k
2»B. 11 and so brought down... B IZIF...  12. therate of
interest #J&. 13, I have a chance to revenge myself on. . .3t/ . . .
MEZWER. 14 R 15, did not know whatwas in the Jew’s mind
A A AR A A o T 3 22 L. 16. bowed courteously #5a i,
17. I neither lend for gain, nor do I borrow as a rule FREEAS LLE M b
FIRARUSEAMT. 18 WA Bm. . 28 ‘
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friend, who wants a sum of money very urgerﬁly,l
I am going to break my custom? and ask you for
the amount. May we depend upen you,® Shylock?”
2 “Signor Antonio,” said Shylock, ‘“here, in
this Rialto, you have often rated* me about my

money, and the interest I charge for it; you have
called me names;® you spoke of me as if I were a

dog.®* But, see, I will be friends with you. I will
forget all that you have said against me,” and take
no interest for the money which I am going to
lend you.”

“Indeed, this is-very kind,” exclaimed® Bas-
sanio, who was listelﬁng, and could scarcely®
believe what he heard.

“Come with me, and sign a bond saying when
you will repay the money,” said Shylock. *But,
just as a merry joke,'® we will say that, if you do
not pay the sum on a certain day,!' I may cut off

T, St 2. I am going to break my custom £HETFRAE.
3. May we depend upon you? Sfsl A F. 4. FHE. 5. you have
called me names i LES k. 6. spoke of me as if I were a dog
AR 7. Lwill forget all that you have said against me SEE
WS ZE. 8. E. o Bl 10, justas amerry joke R
BBk, 11.if you do not pay the'sum on a certain day FumMmE R
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“apound of flesh! from any part of your body that
I please.” :

“I am quite willing,” said Antonio. “I will
certainly sign that bond, and say, there is much
kindness in the Jew.””? .

But Bassanio started forward.* “You shall
not® sign such a bond for me,” he cried, for he did
not trust Shylock.

“Do not be afraid,® Bassanio,” said Antonio,
putting his hand on the young man’s arm. “A
month before the money is due” my ships will be
here,® and I shall have three times the sum® that
Shylock has lent you.”

Then Antonio went to a lawyer’s“" with Shy-
‘lo¢k and signed the Bond, but still Bassanio was
not happy.*

“I do not like this way of doing business,” he
said. ‘

1. I may cut off a pound of flesh Fffp—wFA. 2. . 3. and
say there is much kindness in the Jew HBEAAZ HilL. 4. started
forward FEEIME). 5. You shall not FEZ (shall 447, 6. Do«
not be afraid FHHHHL. 7. A month before the money is due {1
FELEZ—H . 8. will be here Jf§HEHE. 9. three times the sum
e ETF L Z K 10. FEMHEHE P 11, was not happy ffvjg 45,
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“Come, come,” replied Antonio, ‘“there is
~ nothing to fear.! My ships will come home in
time,? and all will be well.”

Bassanio shook his head: but his friend
reminded him that® he now was able to wvisit
Belmont. So he bade farewell to* Antonio, and
set off® with a heart full of gratitude and joy.®

He took with him” a number of® servants,
and another friend called Gratiano,® who was a
young man full of fun and high spirits.’® They
soon arrived at'! the fine old house where the Lady
Portia lived. :

Pt

. CHAPTER 1I
The Three Caskets!?

- The lady whom Bassanio wished to marry
was very rich, for her father had left her a large
fortune.?

1. thereis nothing to fear #Efiflth. 2. intime ffl. 3. remind-
ed him that. .. &4&2H... 4. badefarewell to...[f}...3% B, 5. set
off i 6. with a heart full of gratitude and joy ~fFiEfhimag.
7. took with him gl 8. a number of=many . 9. Gratiano
(gra’te-d'no) k.  10. full of fun and high spirits BB BLE%E.
11, arrived at fi#E. 12. f§, &  13. had left her a large fortune ¢
AR
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He had always been afraid that some one
might wish to marry her only for the sake of her
money,! so he made a plan to try and prevent it.*

Before he died he gave her three boxes.* One
was made of* gold, one was of silver,* and the
third was made of lead.®* On the gold box were
the words:” “Who chooses® me shall gain® what
many men  desige.’®” On the silver box was
written:"* “Who chooses me shall get as much
as he deserves.”!* And on the leaden box were
the words: “Who chooses me must give and risk
all that he has.’?

But in one of these boxes there was a portrait4
of Poftia, and, by her father’s will,'* the man who
chose'® the box in which this'” was hidden would be
Portia’s husband. There were several people'®

1. had always been afraid that some one might wish to marry her

only for the sake of her money T AAT e Bl s M BZE 2 7% (only for the
sake of...f#5y. . .22%). 2, 50 he made a plan to try and prevent it

ey m R M H TS, 3 & 4. 'was made of...Pl... 2.
5. =was made of silver (silver $). 6. 4. 7. On the gold box were

the words: &&= LAZH... 8. 9. 0. shall gain %} (shall f2¢
s FT=4uR). 10. @K 11. on the silver box was written.. .28
2 ErBHXA... 12. as much as he deserves WFTHERA;Z%.

13. must give and risk all that he has e HiFmBER— 4. &
§. 15 by her father's will #H4a02&E. 16. choose ZBLR.
17. 4§ portrait. 18, several people ${A.

R

o
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who wished to marry Portia, though she only cared
for' the brave® young Bassanio, whom she had
seen when he came to visit her father. But before
Bassanio could reach Belmont others came.?

The first* was a Prince from Africa,* who
appeared with a great crowd of servants and
soldiers.® He stood before the three boxes for
some time,” wondering® which he should choose.
“Ah!” he said when he had looked at the golden
box, let me see this once more*—‘who chooses me
shall gain what many men desire,” why,'® that’s'!
toe lady, for all want her. So please give me the
key'? that I may open this box.!'* “Then take it,
Prince,” said Portia. “If my Portrait is found
inside,'* then I am yours.”** But when the Prince
urtlocked'® the golden box, he found there was
only a skull'” in it, with these words:

1. only cared for... R, .. 2. B, 3. before Bassanio
could reach Belmont others came BIEIGE A GH#F AWM S 2 N GRA
k. 4. The first J4E—A. 5. a Prince from Africa ¢ Ik 248
F. 6. appeared with a great crowd of servants and soldiers #ifz%
ATfiZE. 7. for some time A EY. 8. B AR, 9. once more §, {4,
10, . 11. =that is J&8p. 12. please give me the key FHitHER
¥3. that I may open this box PPk, 14 FER. 15, then
I am yours it 5 BEAR. 16, £%. 7. BE.



