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Words from the Publisher

Music composition is the premier source of the music art and the primary start of all music activities.
The publication of original works of various categories occupies the leading position throughout the
world history of music publishing for hundreds of years.Ever since its foundation in 1954,People’s
Music Publishing House has published a considerable amount of music works,including abundant
works from-Chinese composers,which embody its sense of mission to develop the national culture

and its efforts to promote music creation.

Since 1980s,the composition in China has witnessed a rapid progress.Groups of accomplished
composers and their colorful works sprang up to retain a profound and far-reaching influence upon t
he development of Chinese musicFor the purpose of reflecting such developments and achievements,
People’s Music Publishing House edits and publishes the continuous series of The Repertory of
Chinese Contemporary Composers ,which covers outstanding professional works of instrumental and

vocal music.

Among the symphonic and orchestral (including Chinese traditional orchestral) works composed since
1920s,a wealth of works has gradually been accumulated which possess the manner of China and the
spirit of the time,and gain a foothold for Chinese music on the world symphonic stage.The symphonic
volumes of The Repertory try to reveal the most representative works and successful explorations
among the grand music compositions.We sincerely hope that for this project of national culture,
professional musicians and our soci—ety will,as always, provide precious supports which we all deeply

appreciate.
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This is dedicated to my piano teacher Mr. Lu Hong en who is the

conductor of Shanghai Symphony Orchestra.
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This was agreed by Jurriaan Cooiman who was the director of 10th Switzerland Culturescapes International Arts Festival
2010. Its world premiere was in Basel and Zurich on 67 ,November,2010. Francesc Prat conducted Basel Sinfonietta, Piano

solo: Sa Chen.
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Wang Xilin(1936—  )was a Chinese composer, who spent his childhood in Gansu, a poor and backward
region in northwest China. He went to a missionary school for his primary education where he learned to
play the organ and read staff notation. In 1949, he joined the performing troupe of the People’s Liberation
Army and learned to play the accordion and various brass instruments, as well as some basics in music
theory and orchestration. In 1955, he was sent to study at the Chinese Music Academy of the Liberation
Army at Beijing majoring in conducting. Only then was he exposed to Western classical music for the first
time. In 1957, he was admitted to study composition at the Shanghai Conservatory. Graduated from the
Conservatory in 1962 with a symphony No.1 (Op.2) as his graduation work, he was assigned the position
of resident composer at the Beijing Central Broadcasting Orchestra. In 1963, he composed the orchestral
suite Yunnan Tone Poem (Op.3), his best known work up till this note was written. Wang’s open criti—
cism of Mao's cultural policy at a public meeting in 1964 led to a reprimand, followed by an exile to
Shanxi, where he stayed for 14 years. During the Cultural Revolution, he was thrown into Jail and later put

under surveillance and sent to hard labor.

He was only brought back to Beijing in 1978 after the Cultural Revolution. At the time, Wang Xilin was
over 40 years old. Only then had he the opportunity to encounter contemporary compositional techniques
of Western composers such as Schoenberg, Stravinsky, and Penderecki, to name but a few, whose music
was banned in the PRC prior to 1980. Self-taught himself all the contemporary techniques that he en—
countered, Wang’s aesthetics and musical language went through many changes, which are evident in his
post—1980 works. In 1994, an Asian Cultural Council grant allowed Wang to visit eight universities in the

US, including Yale for almost half a year, which also had a great impact on his musical language.

During the Cultural Revolution, Wang suffered tremendous hardship. Wang’s oeuvre entail over 50 com—
positions of various genres, including eight symphonies, three concertos for the piano, violin (of which the
cadenza, also written by the composer, is derived from the main theme of the work ), and voice respective—
ly, and various orchestral and chamber works. In addition, he also composed more than 40 pieces of TV

and movie music.

A highly acclaimed composer, Wang’s “Torch Festival,” the last movement of Yunnan Tone Poem (Op.
13) is one of the most popular Chinese classics, which has been played worldwide at concert halls of more
than 40 cities in over 20 countries. His Symphony No. 4 (Op.38), composed between 1999 and 2000, but
was forced to withdraw until 2004, has become quite popular both in the PRC and beyond. After receiving
its premiere in Taiwan in 2001 and the PRC premiere in Shanghai in 2004, it was repeated in Beijing in

2005 and 2006. In 2008, it was played in Rome, and in 2010, in Zurich and Basel.

Wang Xilin was a three—time winner of national composition prizes: 1981, Yunnan Tone Poem; 2000,
Spring Rain (an art song composed in 1980, Op.13); 2004, Three Symphonic Frescos (composed in
1998, Op.35). In the PRC, four concerts were devoted to his works (1991, 1999, 2005, and 2006 ) and
his Symphony No. 3 (Op.26 ) was included in the “20th—century Chinese Musical Classics.” He was list—
ed in Die Musik in Geschichte und Gegenwart.
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Orchestra
Piccolo (=FL.II) (Pice.) BE(HE=KEHR®)
3 Flutes (F1.) KHE(3X)
3 Oboes (Ob.) DEE(3X)
3 Clarinets(B? )[CL I (B? ,A)] (cL) $HE(FEBIE.ABIX)
E:CE—AREMAEBIAS AR B =AREUIREBIA, )
3 Bassoons (Bon.) xE(3X)
Contrabassoon (=Bon. Il ) (C.bon.) EEAE(HE=ZKER)
4 Horns(F) (Hn.) BS(Fi§,43%)
3 Trumpets(C) (Tpt.) NS(CA,3%)
3 Trombones (Trbn.) 5 (3%)
Tuba (Tub.) xS
4 Timpani (Timp.) REH(4R)
Triangle (=Timp. ) (Trgl.) =AB%(BEETEXR)
Percussion (Perc.) TR
I E—4
5 Tom—toms (Tom-t.) HFH(5R)
Tamburo (Tamb.) INET
Campanelli (Campli.) BhE
Tam—tam (Tam-—t.) #
Vibraphone (Vib.) BEE
4 Bongos (Bong.) Br#(4R)
Temple blocks (T.bl.) x&
I ®£_-4
Flexatone (Flex.) HWER
Crecelle (Crec.) 28
Vibraslap (V.sl.) i) ok
Tamburo (Tamb.) INEB
Vibraphone (Vib.) BEE
Frusta (Frus.) LGk
Piatti (Piat.) ®
Celesta (Cel.) MAE
Tam—tam (Tam-t.) &8
Chaleston (Chal.) 23
Rollschellen (Roll.) RHRE
m B=4

Frusta (Frus.) i ¥



Piatti
Tam—tam
Bass drum
Campanelli
Temple blocks
Cloche veche

V1

Celesta

Pianoforte solo

Harp

14 Violins |
12 Violins II
10 Violas

8 Violoncellos

6 Contrabasses

Notation is all by C.#& & & & icdi .

(Piat.)
(Tam-t.)
(B.d.)
(Campli.)
(T.bl.)
(ClLv.)

(Cel.)

(Pf.sol.)
(Hp.)

(VL 1)
(VLID)
(Vla.)
(Ve.)
(Cb.)

K
shss
Kt
T

FNA(HEZAR)
WA

ME(JhE)
B

E—/RE(144E)
ENMRE(1248)
FIREE(1048)
KIZFE(81E)
EERE(6E)
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Concerto for Piano and Orchestra Op.56
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Wang Xilin
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This opus is dedicated to my piano teacher Mr. Lu Hong'en who is the conductor of Shanghai Symphony Orchestra
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