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The Bedside Classics
of
Workd Literature, Philosephy and Fsychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology—books that have stood the test
of time—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
the first 15 Bedside Classics includes:

Wake-robin by John Burroughs ¥10.00
1984 by George Orwell ¥ 18.00
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald ¥10.00
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain ¥18.00
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser ¥26.00
Emma by Jane Austen ¥26.00
Tess of the d'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy ¥24.00
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

by Arthur Conan Doyle ¥ 18.00
The Call of the Wild + White Fang

by Jack London ¥18.00
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence ¥26.00

Of Human Bondage by William Somerset Maugham ¥35.00

The Divine Comedy - Inferno by Dante Alighieri ¥ 12.00
Dream Psychology + A Young Girl’s Diary

by Sigmund Freud ¥22.00
Thus Spake Zarathustra + Beyond Good and Evil

by Friedrich Nietzsche ¥26.00
Ulysses(I and II)+(11]) by James Joyce ¥ 36.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover, or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or if you have any suggestions, please
go to the publisher’s weibo: http://weibo.comVlrs 2009, or call 024-23284321.



Dante Alighieri

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) was a major Italian
poet of the Middle Ages. His Divine Comedy,
originally called Commedia and later called Divina
by Boccaccio, is widely considered the greatest
literary work composed in the Italian language and a
masterpiece of world literature.

In Italy he is known as il Sommo Poeta (“the
Supreme Poet”) or just il Poeta. He, Petrarch and
Boccaccio are also known as “the three fountains” or
“the three crowns”. Dante is also called the “Father of
the Italian language”.
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ROBINSON CRUSOE by Daniel Defoe

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE by Jane Austen
JANE EYRE by Charlotte Bronte

WUTHERING HEIGHTS by Emily Bronte

DAVID COPPERFIELD by Charles Dickens
GREAT EXPECTATIONS by Charles Dickens
HARD TIMES by Charles Dickens

OLIVER TWIST by Charles Dickens

A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles Dickens
THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE by Thomas Hardy
HEART OF DARKNESS by Joseph Conrad
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

[ am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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Inferno: Canto 1

INFERNO

Inferno: Canto 1

Midway upon the journey of our life
I found myself within a forest dark,
For the straightforward pathway had been lost.

Ah me! how hard a thing it is to say
What was this forest savage, rough, and stern,
Which in the very thought renews the fear.

So bitter 1s it, death 1s little more;
But of the good to treat, which there I found,
Speak will I of the other things I saw there.

[ cannot well repeat how there I entered,
So full was I of slumber at the moment
In which I had abandoned the true way.

But after I had reached a mountain’s foot,
At that point where the valley terminated,
Which had with consternation pierced my heart,

Upward I looked, and I beheld its shoulders,
Vested already with that planet’s rays
Which leadeth others right by every road.

Then was the fear a little quieted
That in my heart’s lake had endured throughout
The night, which I had passed so piteously.



2 THE DIVINE COMEDY

And even as he, who, with distressful breath,
Forth issued from the sea upon the shore,
Turns to the water perilous and gazes;

So did my soul, that still was fleeing onward,
Turn itself back to re-behold the pass
Which never yet a living person left.

After my weary body I had rested,
The way resumed I on the desert slope,
So that the firm foot ever was the lower.

And lo! almost where the ascent began,
A panther light and swift exceedingly,
Which with a spotted skin was covered o’er!

And never moved she from before my face,
Nay, rather did impede so much my way,
That many times I to return had turned.

The time was the beginning of the morning,
And up the sun was mounting with those stars
That with him were, what time the Love Divine

At first in motion set those beauteous things;
So were to me occasion of good hope,
The variegated skin of that wild beast,

The hour of time, and the delicious season;
But not so much, that did not give me fear
A lion’s aspect which appeared to me.

He seemed as 1f against me he were coming
With head uplifted, and with ravenous hunger,
So that it seemed the air was afraid of him;

And a she-wolf, that with all hungerings
Seemed to be laden in her meagreness,
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Dante before the lion in the dark wood




