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Preface
——

Gold is one of the earliest metals mined by human
and has been a valuable and highly sought—
after precious metal because of its properties and
scarcity. Gold artifacts played an important role in
ancient civilizations around the world, as a symbol
of power, wealth, dignity, nobility, and luxury as
well as an embodiment of aspiration for wealthy
and happy life, reflecting the lifestyle and artistic
taste of ancient people. The history of exploration
for gold from mining, smelting, casting to bearing
cultural meanings revealed vividly the development

of human civilization.

China has a long history of manufacturing gold
artifacts, which showed distinctive characteristics
in different periods. As early as in Xia and Shang
Dynasties over 3,000 years ago, ancient Chinese
people were able to decorate vessels with gold leaf
and produce small-sized gold artifacts. During
the Spring and Autumn Period and Warring States

Period Chinese people mastered the technique of
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gold mining and smelting to produce gold vessels and gold coins; meanwhile,
with the increasingly widespread use and expanded distribution of gold
artifacts, gold artifacts from different areas began to present distinctive regional
characteristics. After Han Dynasty, particularly after the East Han Dynasty,
the manufacturing technology of gold artifacts reached a high level. During
Wei, Jin, South and North Dynasties, with frequent cultural communication of
different ethnic groups, the Chinese gold and silver artifacts which absorbed
cultural elements from Central and West Asia presented more advanced level
of techniques. Sui and Tang Dynasties witnessed an unprecedented flourishing
of gold artifacts, which was characterized by a drastic increase in the number
of gold artifacts and a large variety of their object types, reaching a summit of
manufacturing technology of gold artifacts in ancient China. The prosperity
of social economy in Song Dynasty stimulated the people’s demand for gold
artifacts from all levels of society, thus the popularity of gold artifacts led to a
life—oriented trend in the gold artifacts production. The gold artifacts industry
in the coexisting kingdoms with the Song Empire in China such as Liao, Jin
and Dali and even the following Yuan Dynasty also presented their distinctive
characteristics respectively. The gold artifacts in Ming and Qing Dynasties
showed a more complicated style which featured the jade inlaid craft and

vessels decorated with gold or silver.

Gold artifacts in ancient China can be classified into household items, ritual
supplies, decorations, coins, religious articles, and funeral supplies, etc. in a
variety of object types such as cup, bowl, plate, box, pot, jar, basin, zhan cup,
zhadou refuse vessel, coin, seal, statue of Buddha, scripture, coffin, beast,
lion, dragon, coronet, mask, hairpin, eardrop, necklace, bracelet, ring, belt, and

ornaments, involving almost every aspect of social life.

The manufacturing technology of gold artifacts in ancient China included the
techniques of molding, decorating, trimming as well as the gold ornaments
on other objects. Gold molding process covered hammering, cutting, casting,
moulding, riveting, soldering, mortising, inlaying with gold or silver,
laminating, etc; the decorating and trimming process included crafts of chasing,
hammering, pricking, carving, embossing, inlaying, gilding, fried beads,
perforating, enamel, polychrome, stamping, inscription, etc.; while the craft

used to gold ornaments of other objects usually included inlaying with gold or

I¥7i 1 Preface
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silver, appliquing with gold or silver, gold leaf packing, and gold dust used as
‘surface material, etc.; meanwhile, several crafts or skills usually applied on one

piece of gold artifact at the same time, creating amazing artistic effects.

The exquisite ancient Chinese gold artifacts collected by museums reflected
the splendid culture of Chinese gold artifacts, as shown in the exhibition The
Golden China. The exhibits from the Nanjing Museum included archaeological
objects and antiques handed down from ancient times; the gold and silver
artifacts of Shaanxi History Museum should be the highlight collections of
the museum; the gold artifacts collected by the Hubei Provincial Museum also
show distinctive features; the gold artifacts in Yunnan Provincial Museum
features the gold objects of Dali Kingdom unearthed from the chief pagoda
of Chong Sheng Temple; while the gold artifacts from the Inner Mongolia

Museum present the culture of ethnic groups in ancient north China.

The renovated Nanjing Museum will be opened to the public on 6 November
2013 celebrating the 80th anniversary of the museum. For this double
celebration I proposed that the Nanjing Museum organize a national exhibition
on gold artifacts. With the joint efforts of several famous museums including
the Nanjing Museum, Shaanxi History Museum, Hubei Provincial Museum,
Yunnan Provincial Museum, Inner Mongolia Museum, the exhibition The
Golden China: Gold Artifacts of Ancient China become the first large—scale
exhibition of various exquisite gold artifacts from different areas of China
since 1949, which will display the most important archaeological gold objects
of China. The exhibition aims to present thoroughly the development and
artistic achievements of ancient Chinese gold artifacts, offering the public an
opportunity to have a deeper understanding and appreciation of the ancient

Chinese gold artifacts. I hope all the visitors may enjoy the exhibition.

Please let me stress another connotation that revealed by the exhibits in this
exhibition: to boost the creativity through communication, which should be the

theme of our times as well to encourage all of us in our life.

Song Xinchao
Deputy Director, the Chinese State

Administration of Cultural Heritage
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