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“We shape ourselves to fit this world and by the world are shaped again, the visible and invisible working together
in common cause to produce the miraculous. So may we, in this life, trust to those elements we have yet to see or
imagine, and look for the true shape of our own self, by forming it well to the great intangibles about us.”

—David Whyte

Making a home is an intensely personal experience, creating an intimate receptacle for lives, families, and dreams. It
is a delicate task to create a building worthy of that function, molding concrete and steel, wood and stone into spaces
that can touch one’s soul. Just as a community reflects the culture and values of a society, so a home reflects its
owner's hopes, beliefs and innermost self. Architects have the unique opportunity to shape those environments and
guide who we wish to be, both as individuals and as part of the larger community of man.

Light is a formidable presence that can be harsh and intrusive if not properly respected. Light has the power to make
solid material glow as though translucent, to reflect a color from one place into another, to catch us by surprise, to fill
a moment with wonder — morning sun shining into a breakfast room, patterns of light from a skylight, strong shadows
cast by sculpting, walls that glow as though illuminated from within — a beam of light interacting with the building and
its inhabitants in a living, changing embrace.

Movement should be choreographed—creating excitement, anticipation, awareness that something is about to unfold
so that the dances of daily life have richness. For if a space is well conceived it will delight and arouse those intimate
reactions that come from deep inside us. Buildings are static, fixed in time, place and form, yet we experience them
in a dynamic way. We move through buildings physically — but also spiritually, emotionally and visually — and as we
move, buildings also move—forms lay against each other in constantly changing configurations and we are pulled,
invited, set at ease, our curiosity engaged. How we experience buildings can transform concrete into poetry.

Embrace is one of the most important qualities of a home. As a refuge, a receptacle for family and dreams, there is
real embrace — as in a courtyard, but embrace can be subtle, even invisible, yet still tangible — as in the comfort of
a color, the softness of a shadow, even a large swath of glass, if it is well placed in the wall, can provide a sense of
protection rather than exposure. To wrap a building around its inhabitants in an intimate embrace is the most powerful
contribution architects can make, transforming life’s daily activities into richly felt, breathless moments.
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