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Foreword 1

Doctor and Painter

Every time when [ introduce my family, I start from my mother, she is my proud, not only
because she is a doctor, working as a cancer inspection specialist at a large public hospital in
Anhui, China, but also for her well performed Chinese painting. She has had several personal
exhibitions at galleries and museums in Japan. For her 3rd book of painting publishing, I am
excited to write something as a foreword.

As an illustrator in the Culture Revolution

My mother was born in a little bit rich family, my grandfather was an owner of a cloth
shop at Yingshang, Anhui Province before the Liberation. According to my mother’s memories,
he wrote a very good calligraphy, unfortunately I have never seen his works, he died very soon
after the new government communized his shop. My mother might have the genes from my
grandfather, she became very famous in her hometown for her nice painting.

After the graduation from the medical school, she became a doctor in the countryside of
Northern Anhui, where she met up and married my father. My father was born in a traditional
scholar’s family. He started the Shufa (calligraphy) training when he was five years old.
The young couple was persecuted by their family but they never became negative and never
complained. On the contrary, my mother worked faithfully for the Culture Revolution. The
Poster, slogan, animation and illustration, all these promotion materials had to be hand-
written at that time, my mother devoted herself by using her art talent to prepare them for the
Communist Party.

Professional or Amateur

After the Culture Revolution, my parents moved to a city from the countryside. My
mother started to learn Guohua constantly from the masters who taught Chinese Painting in
the university. For most female painters, Gongbi maybe their first choose, because normally
women are good at meticulous works. However, my mother loves Xieyi (frechand style, ink
and wash painting) from the beginning, she resists that only Xieyi can represent the spirit of
traditional Chinese painting. She draws a lot of themes from bird-and-flower to landscape.

Peony and Chinese plum tree works are well-known in her local country. The famous peony



painting master, Prof. Xu Delong once asked her to quit her hospital job and to become a
professional Guohua Painter. She hesitated but disagreed finally. She is enthusiastic on Guohua
but she knows clearly that a mass of patients need her medical knowledge and skill to help
them be free from their pains. So she pays more efforts than others. I remember that almost
every weekend, she concentrated on painting practice. Sometimes, she even got up very early,
maybe 3 or 4 a.m., just to paint. People often ask her why she is working so hard on painting,
her answer is short but firm—No why, I love painting!

Kanfu in Chinese Painting

Kanfu is always known as the Chinese martial art, but it is also a common criteria to
one’s Guohua performance. In Chinese, Kanfu also means effort and endeavor, it is hard for
Western to understand why Kanfu is also described for painting. From my opinion, it is the
main difference between Chinese painting and Western arts. Chinese painting emphasizes on
hard working, well practicing and training, while Western arts pay more attention on talent,
innovation and idea. So a man with average ability, in case of continuous practice, he could
become an outstanding Chinese painter, as well as an excellent calligrapher.

Several years ago when my mother showed her works in a small gallery in Nagano, Japan,
a Japanese painting enthusiast happened to see the works and made his comment, “It should
be from a Chinese painter, it quite similar to Japanese painting, but I can feel the power and
energy from the painting, it is definitely from Chinese! "I appreciate his comment very much,
yes, my mother has paid more than 50 years’ efforts on Chinese painting, and the energy has
been transferred to her paintings.

Please take a try from this book, even in print, you may feel the energy, taste the stamina

from these traditional but mysterious Chinese paintings!

Shun Kuremoto
(Son of the author)

June, 2013 from Japan
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