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The city of Jinan (#¥®) and Shandong Province (LLZ%)
have always fascinated me, not because of the descriptions
one might find in tourist guidebooks, but because of its
place in my family’ s history. This is a city and province
that my grandfather, Xu Zhimo (f&:&BE), visited several
times. It is also, coincidentally, the region in which he
perished more than eight decades ago. Jinan and Shandong
Province are known for its very rich and long history and

the home to some very well known poets and writers.

Indeed, my family — which includes my wife, Lily (&
fFEU) and our daughter Alle (53X %&) were kindly invited
to Jinan in the Summer of 2012 by the City of Jinan and
Shandong Province and by two professors. One was Dr. Zhang
Kui (5k3%), Professor in Physics from Reims University in
France and Dr. Sun Hsu (#MiX), Professor Emeritus & Senior
Fellow in Geology from the Chinese Academy of Sciences in
Beijing. Many years ago, Professor Zhang lived in Jinan.
She invited us in 2012 to take a trip back to her original
hometown. I found it somewhat interesting that while these
two professors and I all had technical backgrounds, and

not literary education, we had this common interest: My
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grandfather.

Indeed, our visit to Jinan focused on a special
event: The Jinan—Xu Zhimo Conference, a literary symposium
that attracted at least 12 professors, several poets
and writers, vresearchers, journalists and editors and
Shandong Province and Jinan officials. Several attendees
even traveled from as far as Shanghai and Beijing. 1 was
astonished and very pleasantly surprised to see so many

scholars come to this conference.

I still recall that as my family and professors
Zhang and Sun boarded a Jinan—-destined bullet train
from Beijing, I felt considerable anxiety. I knew the
significance of visiting Jinan. We would be touring the
site where my grandfather’ s plane had crashed, after
colliding with the T’ ai Shan foothills. I braced myself

for a flood of emotions.

I wasn't able to find very much written about Xu
Zhimo’ s historic crash site so I didn’ t know what to
expect. The road leading up to the location was a simple
dirt road. We then climbed a steep and somewhat rugged path
that led up the hill (part of the foothills of T ai Shan),
which was surrounded by natural brush. At a plateau on a
somewhat steep hillside, we found two intricately carved
memorial stone monuments, one representing City of Jinan

and the other from Haining (#5°), which looked very much
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like American gravestones. The stones were substantial and
permanent. [ was touched by the flowers and notes that

previous visitors had left in my grandfather’ s memory.

At the site, I gazed out onto an expansive and
beautiful valley. I couldn’ t help but think of my
grandfather on that fateful night, when the pilot of his
China National Aviation Company (CNAC) flight found himself
blinded by an impenetrable fog, and crashed into this
hillside. I imagined my grandfather in the plane, peering
out of a passenger window into the dark night, and 1

thought of his final lines from his essay, Wanting to Fly:

“Suddenly the wings are slanting, and a ball of
light swoops all the way down, clashing in a boom -and

breaking up my imaginings while in flight.”  (Ref.1)

I wonder if his vision was a prescient one. And
vet, 1 believe Xu Zhimo would have remembered Jinan as a
beautiful place, a city in which he wandered through parks
and around lakes, stepping into temples and pagodas,
perhaps to consider the glorious views of nature and to
write a few lines of poetry. On more than one occasion,
my grandfather had written about T' ai Shan, a mountain
whose sense of sacredness he no doubt appreciated. He
visited Jinan on several occasions, most notably with his
father in 1914 before he left to study at college, and
again with the Indian poet Tagore, in 1924.
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My three sisters Angela (&), Fern (RS0, and
Margaret (1£4T) and 1 were all very excited and honored
to learn that Jinan is considering the construction of a
memorial park dedicated to our grandfather. We believe
the beauty of Jinan and Shandong Province will continue
to inspire young adults to dream and follow their life

visions.

Jinan will always hold a place in my family’ s heart
and mind, as well as out ancestral history. I am grateful
for our visit to this beautiful region of China and look

forward to returning many more times.
Sincerely, Tony Hsu (f&:3%5)
Reference (1)

Hsu Chih-Mo, “Hsiang—fei, ” Ch’uan—chi, III, 433

Translated by Professor Lee Ou-Fan Leo
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