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I first met Jeffrey when he came to my office to introduce
himself on a fall day and asked if I would be willing to sérve as his
supervisor. Over the course of a year, through our regular supervision
meetings, I discovered Jeffrey to be keenly aware of the importance of
understanding the context of the society in which one inhabits. As we
discussed whether and when it might be appropriate to transfer
elements of one society’s laws on internet and freedom of speech to
another society, Jeffrey consistently emphasized the importance of
ensuring that the law fit the social context.

What I did not know was that Jeffrey’s interest in understanding
social context extended beyond the intellectual realm to everyday life.
1 was pleasantly surprised to learn that Jeffrey had kept a meticulous
record of his year at Harvard Law School. As you will discover,
Jeffrey has a sharp eye for observing those around him. His awareness
extends to not only others, but also to himself. During his year in
Cambridge, Jeffrey underwent several experiences through which he
discovered several new facets of his own self —the most important of
these being fatherhood.

But this book is more than simply Jeffrey’s story. Over the years,

several of Harvard Law School’s graduates have played an important
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role in contributing to the development of democracy and rule-of-law
within Taiwan. Through Jeffrey, one gains a glimpse of what happens
to students during their time here at Harvard Law. In that sense, one
comes to better understand how Harvard Law School plays a
formative role in their development.

It is also more than a story about Harvard. The vibrancy of
Taiwan today has been built on the shoulders of past generations of
people like Jeffrey. As contemporary Taiwan engages in a vibrant
debate over where to take its economy and society, it is important to
remember that Taiwan’s past success is because of its people’s
willingness to learn, be entrepreneurial, and take risks. Taiwan must
look outward, because only so can its society thrive.

Growing up, I heard stories from my maternal grandmother of
how my uncle, after graduating from National Taiwan University,
sought to study overseas in the United States because it was a chance
to learn from the outside world. Once he arrived in America, he
encountered a series of challenges. But by venturing overseas, he also
expanded his horizons beyond what he could have imagined.

This determination to push oneself to learn from the outside
world and to excel within it is what has made Taiwan one of the most
dynamic societies in the world. Jeffrey’s book serves as a reminder

that we should all strive to question, learn, and embark on new
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adventures. In the course of doing so, we should also remember to
have fun, build meaningful relationships, and take care of one’s
family.

The story that you have before you are the reflections of an
optimistic and adventurous young man intent on making the most of
every day of his life. I hope that it may serve as an inspiration for you

to push yourself to do the same.

Mark Wu

Assistant Professor of Law, Harvard Law School
Cambridge, MA

November 2013
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