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Exercise 1
Consider the questions be-
fore reading the passage;

What does the
phrase probably
mean?

What does that
refer to?

Text A

PRE-READING TASK

1. Is your college life the same as you expected?
2. What came into your mind when you became a college student?
3. Are people around you at college nice and friendly to you?

Now compare your answers with those of your neighbours’.

College — A New Experience

1 College is a new and different experience for me. I'm away from home, so |
have many things to adjust to. Being on my own, talking with friendly people, and
having Fridays off —these are just some things | like about college.

2 Living at college, first of all, gives me a sense of responsibility, of being on my
own. My parents aren’t around to say, “No, you’re not going out tonight” or “Did you
finish your homework?” Everything | do has to be my decision, and that gives me the
responsibility of handling my own life. During the second week | was at college, | had
to go out and look for a bank where | could open an account. Before that | looked
in the phone book since | had no clue about any banks around here or where they
were located. Someone told me about a good bank: Continental Federal Savings.
| went to the bank and made decisions for myself—whether to have a checking or
savings account and whether or not to get a MASTER card. That was one example
of having responsibility now that I'm on my own and of making my own decisions.
3 Friendly people: that’s another aspect | like about college. On my first day
(and even now) people were nice to me. | came to Marymount University here in
Virginia from New York and—even though I'd been here before—| was a bit
confused about where | was going. My mother and | drove in, not knowing the
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building we were supposed to go to, and the guard was
especially nice: with a smile, he told us what building we
were looking for and where we could park our car. My
room was on the first floor of New Gerard, and | knew |
had to go through some glass doors—but my mother and
| didn’t know which ones. Some upperclassmen saw me
and asked, “Are you a new student?” When they found
out | was looking for New Gerard, one said, “Oh, just
follow us; that's where we're going.” Even now | feel
comfortable in the dorm because there are friendly

people around to talk with.

4 Finally—to add to my likes of college—I love having Fridays off; | wouldn’t be
able to cope with five days of classes in a row. Also, | love to sleep in. One Thursday
night, my roommate and | and the people across the hall went to Georgetown. We
got in rather early the next morning, and my roommate (Juanita) and | decided to
sleep in, something | couldn’t do in high school.

5 1 do like things about college—being on my own, talking with friendly people,
having Fridays off, but this doesn’t mean | don’t think about things at home. Although
| like college, | can still get homesick: New York is a pretty good place, too.

4400000000000

New Words

adjust /o'dzast/ v. e, ST

responsibility /ris ponsa'biliti/ n. e, ED

tonight /to'nait/ ad. on or during the night of today {£4r1%

n. the night of today 4%

handle /handl/ v. 1. to deal with; control #bBE, Riff, #£4\ 2. to treat
X1, AbBR

account /a’kaunt/ n. 1. WKH, Wk)y* 2. a written or spoken report or story
i, Uk

A clue /klu:/ n. something that helps to find an answer to a question,

difficulty, etc. &%, Win

locate /lou'keit/ v. to fix or set in a certain place ff1--- % B AE, fli---2ki% |-

continental /konti'nentl / a. KK

L federal /'fedoral/ a. IR, AR )

B A MR R L B R IS SR P B R i
BRAT xn SIAR O LR RO SE AR i,
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savings /'seivinz/ n. fii&d (&)
aspect /'zspekt/ n. a certain side of many-sided state of affairs, idea, plan,
etc. ([, %) Jrim
confuse /kan'fju:z/ v. - 2%, - SRR
* upperclassman /apo'kla:smon/ n.  (E)SEAEG Y, K =(DU)4EGL 2
dorm /do:m/ n. (= dormitory /'do:mitri/) HEAKEESE, e
cope /kaup/ v. to deal successfully (with something) % 40 Bf
roommate /‘ru:mmeit/ n. fER = A
* homesick /'houm sik/ a. feeling a great wish to be at home, when away from it

MR, B SR

Phrases and Expressions

adjust to ST A

on one’s own AT

have ... off (S5

first of all Hk

look for T4

open an account JFig

make a decision et e
now that BERR, PK
find out Tig®], o
add to - Wi
cope with b B

in a row EL

sleep in RS, I

Proper Names

Continental Federal Savings KB IBfik &8 1T

MASTER card Ji B E N F

Marymount University /'mearimont/ Ej g 4% K *F

Virginia /va'dzinjo/ 9 35 FE AL M (GE B M £2)

New York /nju: 'jo:k/ 1. 4129 M CEEM$) 2. 42yl (L= &)
New Gerard /'dzera:d/ R DA PN £

Georgetown /'dzo:dstaun/ R BUX (ki e i —fEelX)

Juanita /hwa:'ni:ta/ e (N%)




