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MODULE

INTRODUCTION

As we all know, words make up sentences
and sentences make up paragraphs. But what
exactly is a paragraph? And what is a good
paragraph? This is what we set out to deal
with in this unit.

We can look at paragraphs from two per-
spectives. First, we can look at them from
the outside by asking ourselves such ques-
tions as “How are my paragraphs going to
look to my readers? How long should my par-
agraphs be?” These are important questions
because one of the main functions of a para-
graph is to divide a long unit of writing into
smaller units so that readers can have short
breaks and absorb more easily what they are
reading.

We can also consider paragraphs from
the inside by asking ourselves “What is a par-
agraph supposed to do? What should | keep
in mind when | am writing one?” These are
also important questions because another ma-
jor function of a paragraph is to develop an

Generadl (1)

idea.

Therefore, a good topic sentence is of
utmost importance to an effective paragraph.
The topic sentence tells the reader what the
paragraph is about and what the writer's idea
is on this topic. It is the most general and
most important statement in the paragraph. It
contains the controlling idea.

To illustrate our point, we need to have
some supporting ideas. Therefore, another
essential quality of a good paragraph is unity.
A well-written paragraph has only one point to
make and every sentence in the paragraph
supports that point.

But how can we put those supporting
ideas together? The development of a para-
graph calls for coherence. To help readers
move through a paragraph smoothly without
losing their way, we have to use certain de-
vices, some of which will be covered in this
unit.
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This part serves as unit orientation, the purpose of which is to help students generate ideas for

the completion of a given paragraph.

Group & Individual Work

Suggestions for teaching

Warm-up Activities

Ask students to work in groups to talk about what they know about the topic and share each
other’s knowledge. Then on the basis of the group discussion, ask each of them to choose from
the ideas they have written down and write a paragraph either on the advantages or on the disad-
vantages of having a mobile phone. Make sure that students keep the first draft, as more work
will be done on redrafting in this unit. The Warm-up Activities should take no more than 25 mi-

nutes.

Suggested answers to the group discussion

It is very convenient. You can make a call
whenever and wherever you want to.
It is especially helpful in an emergency.

| It saves time. You don’t have to search for

15 of awhit'tie nurh ot the public phone.

You can always be reached when you are
needed by others.

In an information age, it can help you to get
the information you want in the quickest
way.

It may help you to grasp any chance to suc-

ceed.

the phone.

ddditional Work

Display the picture and ask students to talk about it. This activity aims to supply some relevant in-

It 1s quite expensive.

Its radiation is harmful to health.

Answering calls in public places such as in a
theatre is disturbing.

Making or answering calls while driving is dan-
gerous.

You can always be reached by your parents or
your boss.

It may ring at the moment when you least want

it to.

You may receive calls from strangers or adver- |

tising companies and have to pay for them.

You can play games and surf the net through }

formation where it is hard for the teacher to find information as such.

1
|
|
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PART Il

- » Paragraph
Jopic Sentence

Suggestions for teaching

In this section the teacher should guide students to find out what basic features a topic sentence

has. Students should be encouraged to think, discover and then draw a conclusion.

In order to

achieve effectiveness in teaching, group or pair work is encouraged.

Ask students to work in groups or pairs to fill in the following table.

have become increasingly violent.

is more and more important for young people.

is the kindest neighbor I have ever known.

I
E
|
.T
| ¢

has a profound effect on our health.

Now ask students to work in pairs or groups to comment on the following topic sentences and to

make improvements where necessary.

2. The spelling of the word centre in British English is different from that in American English.

Comment: too specific

Improvement: British Enghsh is different from American English in spellmg

3. Different countries with different customs.

Comment: This is not a sentence, but a fragment.

Improvement: Different countries have different customs.

4. The local food is terrible.

Comment: too general, too emotional

Improvement: The local food is tasteless and greasy.

Now, ask students to summarize the features of a good topic sentence.

A good topic sentence should have at least the following features:

1. It is a complete sentence.

2. It contains both a topic and a controlling idea.

3. It is neither too general nor too specific.

4. Tt tells the reader what to expect in the paragraph.



