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Abstract

Classic rural labor migration theories of development economics
(that mainly include the Lewis Model, the Ranis & Fei Model, the
Jorgenson Model and the Todaro —Harris Model) are recognized as
useful theoretic models for the research of rural labor’s migration in
developing countries. But these theories neglect the institutions’
influence to rural labor migration. In real world of economy, the
institutions impact especially rural labor’s migration. So, we must
consider its influence.

In China, we can see more clearly the institutions’ influence to
rural labor’s migration. In the Planned Economic System, China
practised the rural —urban dual intersected employment institution,
the central government settle the employment of urban labor force.
The practice of overtake stratagem which leaned to heavy industry
caused the weak job-—create. To avoid the heavier burden of finance
which caused by rural labor’s spontaneous migration, and ensure
drawing out agricultural surplus for industry’s demand, the
government set up a series of institutions which be used to block
rural labor’s migration.

Such real situation makes the classic rural labor migration
theories of development economics not coincident. As we know, the
classic rural labor migration theories of development economics figure
out that the rural labor will migrate to city and town if there has
income gap between rural and urban areas. In China, as we can

see, there has great income gap between rural and urban areas, but
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there has no rural labor’s spontaneous migration in the Planned
Economic System.

Since China Reform and Opening to the outworld, the
institutions  which blocked rural labor’s migration has become
flexible, then we can see rural labor’s migration in the condition of
great income gap between rural and urban areas. Besides that, along
with the institutions’ change, its resistance becomes weaker and
weaker, so the scale of rural labor’s migration is more and more
large. At this time, the classic rural labor migration theories of
development economics just have some use for the research.

So, the book inducts institution variable, gives systemic and
scientific research to rural labor’s migration of China. The research
mainly includes the interpret of these questions: how the institutions
which influence and block rural labor’s migration comes? What
reasons cause the institutions’ change? What influenced rural labor’s
migration of the institutions’ change? On this base, the book gives
some policy suggestions on how to promote the institutions’ advance
change.

The book is composed of 8 chapters.

Chapter 1 is the introduction of the book. It illustrates the
research background, the research theme and methods, brief of the
book, and its contributions and shortages. Besides these, it clarifies
some concepts which are related with the book.

Chapter 2 is “ the comments on classic rural labor migration
theories of development economics” . It gives comments on the Lewis
Model, the Ranis & Fei Model, the Jorgenson Model and the
Todaro —Harris Model respectively, and points out a common and
serious defect of these models: they all neglected the institutions’
influence on rural labor’s migration. But in real world and modern
China, the situation is not matched with these models. To research
the real world and China’s rural labor migration, we must consider

of the institutions’ influence.
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