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Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe 3

Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you, thank you, thank you.
I think Winston Churchill said the only reason people give a standing ovation' is they
desperately seek an excuse to shift their underwear. So certainly before I've opened my
mouth, that’s true.

Anyway, President Salovey, faculty members, parents, siblings who came here under
the false impression there would be free food; Handsome Dan’, wherever you are,
probably at some fire hydrant’ somewhere; members of the 2013 NCAA* champion men’s
ice hockey team; distinguished guests and graduates, graduates of the Class of 2014, I
really am privileged to be able to be here and share the celebration of this day with you,
especially 48 years after’ standing up right here as a very intimidated senior wondering
what I was going to say.

You are graduating today as the most diverse class’ in Yale’s long history. Or as they
call it in the NBA, Donald Sterling”’s worst nightmare.

Nia and Josh®: Thank you for such a generous introduction. What Josh didn’t mention
is that he interned for me at the State Depax'tment9 last summer. And, well, hold on a

minute now. I learned that he’s not afraid to talk truth to power, or semi-truth. On his last

1 standing ovation: K& iEAR T ¥; &3 M3

2 Handsome Dan: #4&#97, HREXFTHY, SRRAAF KK, “F—#" TI88IFFI#, RAL

(EANKRFTHY.

fire hydrant: #HBrde; R KAk

NCAA: (%£B8) 2B X%44%F#H% (National Collegiate Athletic Association )

48 years after: % 21966FMIRFRFHLOME T ZHHELERRESEL T,

most diverse class: 2014& M -FFLERACINMRRAGHE R,

Donald Sterling: /&% M4k, £ ENBABAAEIR ., #oB A LA A BT M4 4

REERIENBARF, Mkt eithAdl: “hba A BETAXBTA, HIH 22 EALL

—#&7 "

8 Nia and Josh: RiEfefidf, SRR LLFGBHLFELF, —fikd, —EF A, EXRAZIG
MNABT LE,

9 the State Department: % E B4, 4 #f2the United States Department of State.
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4 Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe

day he walked up to me at the State Department and he was brutally honest. He said, “Mr.
Secretary, JE sucks'.”

No, actually, on the last day at the State Department, he asked if I would come here
today and deliver a message his classmates really needed to hear. So here it goes: Jarred
Phillips, you still owe Josh money from that road trip last fall.

I have to tell you, it is really fun for me to be back here on the Old Campus. I'm
accompanied by a classmate of mine. We were on the soccer team together. We had a lot of
fun. He served as ambassador to Italy recently, David Thorne. And my daughter Vanessa
graduated in the Class of 1999, so I know what a proud moment this is for your parents.
But my friends, the test will be if they still feel this way next May if you live at home.

Now, I'm really happy you made it back from Myrtle Beach®. As if you hadn’t already
logged enough keg’ time at “Woad’s"”. Just remember, just remember: 4.0 is a really good
GPA’, but it’s a lousy® blood-alcohol level.

I love the hats. We didn’t have the hats when I was here. I love the hats. They are
outrageous’. They're spectacular. This may well be the only event that Pharrell® could

crash and go unnoticed.

1 JE sucks: X ZIFFF Ao kat, JEHRHRFHA ZEELEFE ( Jonathan Edwards College ) ,
EFRAREXFOEEFR, AREALLFE—NMEBFR, SHFAZEXINFRAER. JE sucks
EA O kA RR TFI9755 69— FRZ A GEHKILFE, SHJEGFARNDTMAT R, AL
FRAFEMNF R FkFHAR “JEsucks”, FTRAEIATFHAET Tk, LEAJEHRRLL,

2 Myrtle Beach: £# R, £ FTHFFRAMN, RHREXROF AR LI REMAXH; LR LHK
T

3 keg: /keg/ n. "B

Woad’s: 456952 8f & MHif 69 — K | #Toad’s Placety B"e (ZBRLZFHAFFHRRE) , BAFR

= b RAFIRS S & Ak, ARG A AR A Woad's,

GPA: B34, Grade Point Average® 4%t X..

lousy: /'lavzi/ adj. 3F FHAEE; IR

outrageous: /aut'rerdzos/ adj. B FF#)

Pharrell; #%:%% 74 - ARM (Pharrell Williams ) , £E %4 #F, ERMEHFFTRGOET.

-
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Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe 5

I've been looking around. I've seen a couple of Red Sox, a few Red Sox hats out
there. I've also seen a few of those dreaded interlocking N’s and Y’s. But that’s okay: I said
diversity is important. It’s also an easy way for me to tell who roots for' the Yankees and
who’s graduating with distinction.

So here’s the deal, here’s the deal: I went online and I learned in the Yale Daily
comments that I wasn’t everyone’s first choice to be up here.

When Yale announced that I'd be speaking, someone actually wrote, “I hope they give
out Five-Hour Energy’ to help everyone stay awake.” Well, don’t worry folks: I promise
not to be one minute over four hours.

Someone else wrote I haven't “screwed up’ badly as Secretary of State...yet.” Well, all
I can say is, stay tuned'.

But my favorite comment was this: “I'm really proud that a Yalie is Secretary of State.”
I should have stopped reading right there because he or she went on to write, “but he is
butt ugly.” So there go my dreams of being on “Yale’s 50 most beautiful” list.

It really is a privilege for me to share this celebration with you, though I'm forewarned
that no one remembers who delivers their graduation speech. All I really remember about
our speaker in 1966 is that he was eloquent’, insightful, really good-looking. Anyway,
one thing I promise you, one thing I promise you: I will stay away from the tired clichés’

” @

of commencement, things like “be yourself,” “do what makes you happy,” “don’t use the

laundry room in Saybrook’.” That’s about all I'll say about that.

root for: X A; Heeeodmiky

Five-Hour Energy: —# % fit ittt

screw up: fek4h; #EF

stay tuned: 4k ZlA; wREOT

eloquent: /'elokwont/ adj. ##t44; A oA

cliché: /'klizfer/ n. Friadiif; A% %

don’t use the laundry room in Saybrook: 520134 % £ & F A & £ K F e R 18 2 5 4 RILARE M F R
F,

Ny O e L8 N -



Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe

So right after we graduated, Time Magazine came out with its famous “Man of the
Year” issue. But for 1966, Time didn’t pick one man or one woman. They picked our entire
generation.

And Time expressed a lot of high hopes for us. It not only predicted that we’d cure the
common cold', but that we’d cure cancer, too. It predicted that we’d build smog-free cities
and that we'd end poverty and war once and for all’. I know what you're thinking—we
really crushed it.

So fair question: Did my generation get lost? Well, that’s actually a conversation
for another time. But let me put one theory to rest: It's not true that everyone in my
generation experimented with drugs. Although between Flomax’, Lipitor' and Viagra’,
now we do.

Now, I did have some pretty creative classmates back then. One of my good friends,
very close friends in JE—I'm going to set it right for you guys right now. One of my good
friends in JE had at least two hairbrained’ ideas. The first was a little start-up built on the
notion that if people had a choice, they’d pay a little more to mail a package and have it
arrive the very next day. Crazy, right? Today that start-up is called FedEx. And by the way,
it was created in JE, which therefore means JE rules.

Now, his other nutty’ idea was to restart something called the Yale Flying Club. And
admittedly®, this was more of a scheme to get us out of class and off the campus. So I
basically spent my senior year majoring in flying, practicing take-offs and landings out at

Tweed Airport. Responsible? No. But I wouldn’t have missed it.

common cold: i & §

once and for all: — &Kk ; kb

Flomax: 3838837 (5.8, M T&FAMIIMELE)
Lipitor: 4% (#2%, Balk#y)

Viagra: 7L, 458 (—#H sy Fikppeashdh)
hairbrained: /'heabremnd/ adj. 3 F#4; F5ReY
nutty: /'nati/ adj. R4 ; RIEE

admittedly: /od'mitydli/ adv. 7T Fikdb; b

W I O Ot W 8 N~



Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe 7

And one of the best lessons I learned here is that Mark Twain was absolutely right:
Never let school get in the way' of an education.

Now, I didn’t know it at the time, but Yale also taught me to finish what you start. And
that’s one thing that clearly separates us from Harvard. After all, a lot of those guys don’t
even graduate. Bill Gates’, Mark Zuckerberg’, Matt Damon’'—what the hell’ have they
ever amounted to’?

For all I ever learned at Yale, I have to tell you truthfully the best piece of advice I
ever got was actually one word from my 89-year-old mother. I'll never forget sitting by her
bedside and telling her I had decided to run for President. And she squeezed’ my hand
and she said: “Integrity”, John. Integrity. Just remember always, integrity.” And maybe
that tells you a lot about what she thought about politics.

But you should know: In a complicated world full of complicated decisions and close
calls’ that could go either way, what keeps you awake at night isn’t so much whether or
not you got the decision right or wrong. It’s whether you made your decision for the right
reasons: integrity.

And the single best piece of advice I ever received about diplomacy'’ didn’t come from
my international relations class, but it came from my father, who served in the Foreign
Service. He told me that diplomacy was really about being able to see the world through

the eyes of someone else, to understand their aspirations and assumptions.

getin the way: %4%; Fa#f

Bill Gates: WA &%, MkeIHA, BFTHBRF.

Mark Zuckerberg: &5 -4Lstfa4s, “BiER” A, BF FABRF.
Matt Damon: G4k %, F 2R BLYE, HFTEHXE.
what the hell: (RFREF. RTHT, . F&ERF) T5L; FA
amount to: BRAF----- 3t

squeeze: /skwiiz/ v 12; %i&

integrity: /m'tegrati/ n. JEF; M5

close call: o433 6 FL 3R

10 diplomacy: /di'ploumasi/ n. 33
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Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe

And perhaps that’s just another word for empathy'. But whatever it is, I will tell you
sitting here on one of the most gorgeous afternoons in New Haven® as you graduate:
Listening makes a difference, not just in foreign ministries but on the streets and in the
souks” and on the social media network the world over.

So Class of 2014, as corny" as it may sound, remember that your parents aren’t just
here today as spectators. They're also here as teachers—and even if counter-intuitive’, it’s
not a bad idea to stay enrolled in their course as long as you can.

Now for my part, I am grateful to Yale because I did learn a lot here in all of the ways
that a great university can teach. But there is one phrase from one class above all that for
some reason was indelibly’ stamped into my consciousness. Perhaps it's because I spent
almost 30 years in the United States Senate seeing it applied again and again.

One morning in the Law School Auditorium, my Professor, John Morton Blum, said
simply: “All politics is a reaction to felt needs’.” What I thought he meant is that things
only get done in public life when the people who want something demand nothing less,
and the people who make it happen decide that they can do nothing less.

Those “felt needs” have driven every movement and decision that I've witnessed in
politics since.

In 1963, I remember walking out of Dwight Hall one evening after an activist named
Allard Lowenstein gave the most impassioned® and eloquent plea that I had ever heard.
He compelled us to feel the need to engage in the struggle for civil rights right here in our

own country.

empathy: /'empoBi/ n. 3t45; FlHE; Fl&&; 3t

New Haven: 2 X, £EAZKEMNET, FEXFHER,
souk: /suk/n (FiMAERE ) EXTH

corny: /'komi/ adj. BR1E & ; Zoké]

counter-intuitive: /,kauntarin'tjwstiv/ adj. B L6 ; ib BE R
indelibly: /m'delibali/ ade. ALK R3b; Kl

felt need: 4 %%

impassioned: /im'p&fond/ adj. Zi#HcHr6G; B P
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Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe

And that’s why, just steps from here, right over there on High Street, we lined up
buses that drove students from Yale and elsewhere south to be part of the Mississippi
Voter Registration Drive' and help break the back of Jim Crow". Ultimately we forced
Washington to ensure through the law that our values were not mere words. We saw
Congress respond to this “felt need” and pass the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act,
and life in America did change.

Not only did landmark civil rights advances grow out of the sit-ins’ and marches, but
we saw the EPA* and the Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act and the Safe Drinking Water
Act and all of it come out of Earth Day in 1970. We saw women refusing to take a back-
seat, force institutions to respond, producing Title IX’ and a Yale University that quickly
transformed from a male bastion’ of 1966. Citizens, including veterans of the war, spoke
up and brought our troops home from Vietnam.

The fact is that what leaps out at’ me now is the contrast between those heady® days
and today. Right or wrong, and like it or not—and certainly some people certainly didn’t
like it—back then institutions were hard pressed to avoid addressing the felt needs of our
country.

Indeed, none of what I've talked about happened overnight. The pace of change was
different from today. The same fall that my class walked in as freshmen, Nelson Mandela
walked into prison. It wasn't until 30 years later, when my daughter walked through these

gates for the first time, that Mandela was his country’s president.

1 Mississippi Voter Registration Drive: % & % bt i K ATE )

Jim Crow: BAMAE, 24518764 £ 19654 i8] % B & 3f &0 R A KL &M 3T A EAF LATH %8 B
WS A,

sit-in: /'sttn/ n. # 4T B

EPA: 334%4? %, Environmental Protection Agency#) %% X..

Title IX: —RHARIE HSER WA T FF 69k,

bastion: /'bastion/ n. £ 4

leap out at: @)+ Fhit &

heady: /'hedi/ adj. R ABRBIKY) ; AL

no
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88 Your Job Is to Disturb the Universe

When I was a senior, the debate over the growing war in Vietnam was becoming all
consuming'. But it took another seven years before combat ended for our country, and
more than 25,000 lives. And it wasn’t until the year 2000 that we finally made peace and
normalized relations. Now, amazingly, we have more Vietnamese studying in America—
including some in your class—than from almost any other country in the world.

What's notable is this daring journey of progress played out’ over years, decades, and
even generations. But today, the felt needs are growing at a faster pace than ever before,
piling up on top of each other, while the response in legislatures’ or foreign capitals
seems nonexistent or frozen.

It’s not that the needs aren't felt. It’s that people around the world seem to have grown
used to seeing systems or institutions failing to respond. And the result is an obvious
deepening frustration if not exasperation® with institutional governance’.

The problem is today’s institutions are simply not keeping up or even catching up
to the felt needs of our time. Right before our eyes, difficult decisions are deferred® or
avoided altogether. Some people even give up before they try, because they just don’t
believe that they can make a difference. And the sum total of all of this inaction is stealing
the future from all of us.

Just a few examples, from little to big: a train between Washington and New York that
can go 150 miles per hour—but, lacking modern infrastructure’, goes that fast for only
18 miles of the trip; an outdated American energy grid® which can't sell energy from one

end of the country to the other; climate change growing more urgent by the day, with 97

consuming: /kon'sju:miy/ adj. 3% A&

play out: &4 ; ##; #47

legislature: /'ledzsslertfa/ n. ik
exasperation: /igza:spa'reifan/ n. 1%
institutional governance: #)B&AL452
defer: /dr'fs/ o iR ; &8
infrastructure: /‘infro;straktfo/ n. % #hi% 3
grid: /grid/ n. €A M ; LR
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