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Inscription

The place where the tea sage created
the “Tea Classics, The origin of
Japanese Tea Ceremony

Gifted to Yuhang District Tea Culture
Research Association

Ninety-year-old Wang Jiayang
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Wang Jiayang Former deputy secretary
of the CPC in Zhejiang Province,
Former Chairman of Zhejiang
Province Political Consultative

Conference, Former President of

China’s International Tea Culture
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Preface One

Yuhang District, Hangzhou Tea Culture Research Association organized a group of tea, Zen
culture experts and people with lofty ideals and spent two years researching and writing. They
came up with the book “The Story between Lu Yu and Yu Hang” District Congress Standing
Committee Director and Yu Hang Tea Culture Research Association Chairman Wang Honger
wanted me to write a preface for this book. I was quite perturbed. To be honest, I did not study
much about tea culture in the past and it was a really difficult task for me to write a preface
for “The Story Between Lu Yu and Yu Hang™ which does not only have historical and cultural
significance, but also practical significance. However, the fate of life brought comrade Honger
and me together. After April 2004, I fortunately served as the mayor of Hangzhou and later
City Committee Chairman for nearly nine years all together. Comrade Wang Honger as my
old colleague and old friend instructed me with great respect and passion, so I tried my best to
write this preface.

Yuhang is a land of history, splendid culture, rich natural resources and outstanding people.
It was the birthplace of 5000 years Liangzhu Culture archaeological discoveries. It is said
Yuhang was originally called YuHang. It gained its name when Dayu dock his ship during his
water conducting project. For thousands of years, a great number men of letters frequently
patronize Yuhang. They did not only left their footprints of history and culture, but also
spread the immortal achievements. Jingshan Mountain, a branch of the Tianmu Mountains in
Yuhang is especially high, steep and beautiful. Standing on the peak of Jingshan Mountain
and look into the far horizon, people feel suddenly seeing the light, refreshing and lofty
aspirations. Beautiful mountains and rivers are at a glance. According to folk stories, King
of Wuyue, Qianliao, Emperor Song Huizong, Song Gaozong, Songxiaozong and Kangxi
Emperor of the Qing Dynasty all set their foot on the mountain along with scholars. Northern
Song Dynasty great writer, TaiShou (mayor) of Hangzhou, Su Shi more than once climbed
Jingshan Mountain and wrote the following well-known poem “All peaks come from Tianmu
Mountain, they looks like handsome horses rushing across the plain”.

Such a geomantic treasure ground attracted senior monks to establish buddhist temples.
Lu Yu’s contemporary, founder of Jingshan Temple, Master Faqin established the temple
in 742AD and started to promote Buddhism and plant Jingshan Tea plants. He used tea
for serving guests and worshiping Buddha. He called the tea “Buddha tribute tea”.(Zao
Zhaozhou Monk Congnian’s “Chi Chaqu” many years, Monk Congnian was born in 778 AD)
(Tang Dynasty Third year of Dali Peroid (768AD)), Master Faqin’s disciple Conghui won a
Buddhism contest in the empire’s capital Changan. Tang Emperor issued an invitation to him
to meet with the emperor. Conghui was given the title “Guo Yi Da Shi”. Since then Yuhang
Jingshan Temple was known around the nation. Later in Song Dynasty, According to legend
Jingshan Temple had thousands of monks during its flourishing time. Since Master Faqin
established the temple, eminent monks have been coming out there. Some of them were well-
known around the country, for example Master Conghui, Song dynasty Master Dahuizongtan,



Min dynasty Master Hanshandeqing, Qing dynasty Master Yulintongxiu and others. Many
Japanese monks even visited Jingshan Temple for example the Japanese Tea Sage master
Xirong was invited by monk Yingxiaozong for a great tea ceremony. Jingshan temple started
some of the first Zhen tea culture exchange with Japan. Many historical material dissertate
that “Jingshan Tea Ceremony” is the origin of “Japanese Tea Ceremony”. Master Faqin
from Jingshan also became the founding father of Zen Tea in the south of the Yangzi River.
Jingshan Temple is the “Origin of Zen Tea in the south of the Yangzi River”. “Buddha Tribute
Tea” in Jingshan Temple is a true portrayal of “Zen and Tea have the same taste” Tea of
Yuhang became more well-known as the Jingshan Temple gained world renown.
The book “The story between Lu Yu and Yu Hang” informatively documented Lu Yu’s life in
Yu Hang. As a tea sage, he settled by the side of Shaoxi stream and spread the method of tea
planting, processing and the wisdom behind them. The book also included Lu Yu’s writing “Tea
Classics™ which was completed in 670 AD. China International Tea Culture Research Society
president, Liu Feng(Former chairman of the CPPCC Zhejiang Province, deputy director of
History in the CPPCC National Committee), his inscription for April 2010 the establishment
of Yuhang District Tea Culture Research Association was “The birth place of the “Tea
Classics”, the source of the Japanese Tea Ceremony." In 2014 China International Tea Culture
Research Association Founding President Wang Jiayang (former chairman of the CPPCC
Zhejiang Province), again wrote for the Yuhang District Tea Culture Research Association: "
The birth place of the “Tea Classics”, the source of the Japanese Tea Ceremony."
Lu Yu is now in the past, but his “Tea Classics” remained its fame around the world. In the
last a thousand years, people of Yuhang took on Lu Yu’s tea virtues. It is now a great time
to revival the tea culture. They gave great contributions to achieve this following goal :“Tea
as national drink, drinking tea scientifically, using to benefit the people, using tea to build a
harmonious society and a world of serenity”. Publishing of the book “The Story between Lu
Yu and Yu Hang” is surely another great contribution made by Yuhang District Tea Culture
Research Association in order to revival the tea culture. It will certainly become one of the
hundreds of blooming flowers in the garden of tea culture.
This is the preface
China International Tea Culture Research Association executive vice president
Former mayor of Hangzhou
Sun Zhonghuan
August 2014
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Preface Two

Jingshan Zen Tea culture, Liangzhu Culture, and the culture of the Great Canal are the three
greatest cultures in Yu Hang. If Liangzhu culture have a historical depth of four thousand
tears, and the culture of the great canal has the width that covers of thousands of miles, the
Jingshan Zen Tea culture has its unique quality. After its establishment in Tang dynasty,
Jingshan Temple was once the top temple of the greatest temples in the south of the Long
River. Its glory shined for a thousand and three hundred years. Jingshan mountain was also
famous for its Jingshan Tea. When the temple was first established, Master Fagin planted
many tea trees for growing tea and worshiping the Buddha. Year after year, the plantation
grew and spread. Its smell and taste stand out among other local products. Today, Jingshan
Tea has become a renowned one. It won the first prize in “Zhejiang Historical Tea” for two
continuous years. Jingshan is also the place where Lu Yu created the * Tea Classics™ and it’s
the origin of Japanese Tea Ceremony. All of these gaive Jingshan Zen tea culture extensive
and profound meaning, deep cultural background, and unique charm.

Lu Yu(733-804), a Tang Dynasty tea industry scientist, scholar from Tianmeng Hubei is the
founder of Chinese tea culture. Jingshan Temple and Jingshan Tea were already famous back
in Tang dynasty. Lu Yu admired the reputation of the temple and live in seclusion in Shuangxi
Jiangjun Mountain in Jingshan and started planting, processing and researching about tea. He
spent his life time and energy developing and researching tea studies and wrote “Tea Classics”
which is a contribution to the tea industry in the entire China and the entire world. Song
dynasty poet, Mei yaochen praised that “Since the birth of Lu Yu, the world started learning
the new way of processing tea”. In the dynasties after Tang, Lu Yu remained a well-respected
figure. He was deified as “Grandfather of tea”, “Tea Sage” and was worshiped as “The God of
Tea™.

Since the inception of Yu Hang district Tea Culture Research Association in June 2010, the
association has been researching on the history of Lu Yu writing “Tea Classics™ in Yu Hang,
the how Lu Yu influenced the tea industry in China. After extensive and intensive research, a
lot of new achievements were made. Lu Yu writing “Tea Classics™ in Shuangxi were recorded
by historical books published in each dynasty after Lu Yu’s time. “The Story between Lu Yu
and Yu Hang” stands here for presenting the root of all the stories that came after. Exploring
the historical truth according to a large number of research literature data is not only a
responsibility given by our history but also a glory of the later generations. The first chapter
“Lu Yu writing “Tea Classics” in Yu Hang” is a very convincing chapter which uses ancient
records of Lu Yu writing “Tea Classics™ in Yuhang and a primary essay on Lu Yu writing
Tea Classics to illustrate the main idea of the book. The second chapter “The Impect of the
“Tea Classics”by Lu Yu on Tea Industry In each Dynasty™ describes the influence of the “Tea
Classics” on the tea industry in each dynasties after Yuhang’s time. It also explored the origin
of Zen tea in Yu Hang. And the section of tea poetry is surprisingly broad and beautiful. The
third cpater *“ Lu Yu’s Tea Culture Traveling From Jingshan to Abroad” describes the history



of the tea culture spreading in Japan, Korea and Xingluo, especially presented the visited of
Japanese Monk Chenxun in detail which is worth to read. Chapter four “Lu Yu’s Journey in
the Surrounding Regions of Yu Hang” proves Lu Yu’s traveling routes which cover Hangzhou,
Huzhou, Zhedong in Zhejiang province and Danyang, Changzhou, Xixiashan in Jiangsu
province, Shangrao, Nanchang in Jiangxi Province, Hunan province and Guangzhou. The
chapter gives the reader the experiences that Lu Yu had in his traveling and at the same time
describes the hardworking spirit and the strong motive towards his studies. Chapter five “Lu
Yu Tea Culture in Modern Days” is a realistic chapter which covers from the recovery of
Jingshan Tea to the innovations and booming development exploring the realistic meaning and
deep historical meaning of the “Tea Classics™ and other traditions that developed from the “Tea
Classics” In the appendix, the author created a list of remarkable event in Lu Yu’s life based
on the research on Lu Yu and I regard it as an innovative project no matter if there is an error
or draw back. The first step is valuable. We can always take the first step and correct, enrich
our work as the research on Lu Yu advances. The book is wrote tightly around the theme
“The Story between Lu Yu and Yu Hang” explaining the life of Lu Yu, his achievements and
traveling. This has a huge amount of information and an important research value. Many of
the material and evidences were first presented to the public including some of the very recent
discoveries. Many opinions are also surprisingly creative. We should thank the author for
putting such much time and energy to complete this great work.

Now the book “The Story between Lu Yu and Yuhang” is about to be printed and published.
According to what I heard, comrades from the District Tea Culture Institute took writing
very seriously and had many meetings trying to edit the outline after the main direction was
decided. This resulted many times of the changes in its contents, however the editors and
the comrades had no complains and even used Lu Yu’s spirit to encourage themselves which
moved me deeply. Browsing through the book, 1 was much inspired and came up with these
texts as the preface.

Yuhang District People's Congress Chairman

President of Yuhang District, Hangzhou Tea Culture Research Association
Wang Honger

August 28th, 2014
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