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Campus Life

Introduction College years are a time filled with lots of
conflicting emotions. There’s the excitement of going to
new places, meeting new friends and learning new things.
There are triumphs and defeats, painsand joys. It 1is said
that the four years of college life is just like this:

freshmen don’t know that they don’t know; sophomores

know that they don’t know; juniors don’t know that they

know ; seniors know that they know. When many graduates

look back on their college life, they find it the most informative time in their life.

In this unit, you are going to:

» understand the happiness and frustration in campus life;

* learn to greet people, introduce people and start a conversation;
* learn to get information in a conversation;

e learn to argue for your opinion;

e learn to compare and figure out preference.

Ways of Expression

Greeting Introduction

Hi, how are you? /How's life? /How are things

Hi, my name is ... /I'm ... (informal)

with you? (informal) May I introduce myself? / Please allow me to

Good morning/afternoon/evening. (formal)
Response to the greeting

Very well/Fine/OK/Not too bad/Can’t complain,
thank you/thanks. And you?

It’s great/nice to see you again.

Starting a conversation

Nice day, isn't it? /Horrible weather we are having!
Excuse me, may I join in your conversation? /
Sorry,

mention something about. . .

I couldn’t help overhearing. Did you

introduce myself. (formal)

Bob, meet Mary. / Jean, I'd like you to meet
Bob Jones. (informal)

John, may I introduce Mark Stewart to you? /
Please allow me to introduce Mark Stewart to
you. (formal)

Response to the introduction

Hi, Tom. Nice to meet you. (informal)
How do you do? Pleased to meet you/I'm very

pleased to meet you. (formal)

« 1




I Part One Listening
AR e

Words and Expressions

Be fore listening to the recording , become familiar with the following words.

1. invoke vt. to call for assistance, su.pport. or inspiration
[invauk] e. g. Watching this movie invokes my memory of my childhood.
2. image n. mental picture or idea
('imid3] e. g. She created an image of a successful businesswoman.
3. vitality n. the capacity to live, grow, or develop
[vaiteliti] e. g. This tree will lose its vitality when badly cut.
4. anguish n. physical or mental pain
Czggwif] e. g. The patient is in great anguish.
5. accomplishment n. achievement, attainment
[skomplifmant ] v. A sense of accomplishment often accompaines hard effort.
6. vibrant adj. vigorous, lively, and vital
['vaibrant] e. g. Backstreet boys were challenged by another vibrant singer group.
7. accrue ut. to increase, accumulate, or come about as a result of growth
[skru:] e. g. | have accrued 15 days of sick leave.
vi. to advance gradually but steadily
8. forge
[fo:ds] e.g. Tom forged ahead through the crowd of people who rushed forward
when the train stopped at the station.

Mm]; Exercises
Exercise | : Multiple Choice
Listen to the passage and then decide which is the best answer to the questions.
1. What’s the main idea of the passage you have just heard?
A) College students vigorously pursue their academic goals.
B) College students have a very active campus life.
C) College students take pains to live together with other peers.
D) College students have a merry time on campus.
2. What comes into people’s mind at the thought of college life?
A) Students doing homework at midnight
B) Boys sweating on the sports field
2.



C) Students streaming into the canteen at noon
D) Students doing experiments in the lab
3. Which after-class activity is NOT mentioned in the passage?
A) Competing in contests
B) Going to movies
C) Attending parties
D) Discussing academics and current events
4. How do college students in western countries get money for the tuition?
A) To ask from parents
B) To take out bank loans or government loans
C) To work by themselves
D) Both B and C
5. What can you get from the passage you have just heard?
A) College students spend a lot of spare time in the library.
B) The campus life in college is full of pains.
C) College students are required to learn to get along well with the peers.

D) College students had better try their best to organize their study by themselves.

Exercise ]| : Compound Dictation

Now listen to the recording again and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

Thinking of college life invokes images of busy students studying in the library, with
headphones on in listening centers, and (1) scientific experiments in laboratories.

This is true of any university student who pursues an education in any higher education (2)

Students usually enter universities at ages 18 or 19 as young adults full of vitality.
College life is usually a very active lifestyle. (3) classes, students spend some of
their spare time at weekends at the cinema, on the dance floors, on the sports field,
traveling, (4) in contests, or discussing academics and current events with their
peers. Students usually graduate at ages 22 or 23.

For (5) four years, undergraduates pursue this lifestyle with vigor as well as
anguish, and experience the joy of their academic (6)

In every country around the world, college campuses exhibit an (7) of vibrant

pursuit of knowledge. As students seek their educational goals, (8)

The community spirit of college life is active and engaging.
Comparable to all these preparations and activities is the cost of education. In most

western countries (9)

While the cost may be high, the joy accrued from such endeavors is long lasting. We must

always determine (10)
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and then forge ahead to

achieve our life’s dreams.
Exercise [[[ : Oral Practice

Please describe your ideal college life based on the passage you have just heard.

ﬁl Part Two Speaking

Section A Word-building
Work in pairs to complete the following words related to campus li fe and write down

the Chinese equivalence on the following blank.

1. rof ci_ _cy test

a_ _ le_e_ent test

sch_1_ _ship

c_e_it

_ach_| r

CO_pu_so_y course

_le_ti_es

ex_ _acu_ric_lar
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. se_i_ar

10. b_nk bed
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‘Sectio: B Expressing Greeting , Introduction and Starting a conversation

Step 1: Stand up and walk around the classroom to greet your friends and make some
new friends by following the example below.

Example:

Linda: Hi, Mike.

Mike: Hi, Linda. Haven't seen you for ages!

Linda: How are things going with you?

Mike: Never been better. And you?

Linda: Just fine. Oh, Lisa, do you know Mike? He is one of my high school

classmates. Mike, meet Lisa, my classmate.

Mike: Nice to meet you, Lisa.

Lisa: Nice to meet you too.

Linda: Excuse me, I have to talk with Tom. So I'll see you guys later.

Mike: Interesting class, isn’t it?

Linda: Yes. Do you like English?

Mike: Very much. That’s why I come here.
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