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Read the following sentences, work out the meaning of bold-typed words from contextual clues,
and supply their parts of speech and Chinese equivalent if you can. CGHR## [ SCHEM ] S0)

il 4l BN ik
« The beautiful swan (CK#%) swam gracefully around the lake. I by adv.

+ The bank robber snatched a machine gun and fired.

+ It is announced that the Board Meeting is scheduled to start at 10
a.m. Friday.

« Mary is strong-willed, and nobody can affect her decisions.

+ Lin Daiyu, a tragic figure in “The Dream of Red Mansion”, is
pictured as a sensitive and sentimental (ZREK) girl.

RSN == R A

« Despite the strong wind, the tough swimmers finally made it to
the shore.

« He burnt down his shop, and swindled $ 39,000 out of the
insurance ({#f%) company.

+ Taking care of a large group of tourists on such a long journey is a
painstaking job for the young guide.

» Believing the universe has plenty of time left, she interprets 7.30
to mean “around 8”.

+ “I'm very short!” “I'm 38 feet tall!” These two statements
contradict each other.

« Each day the old lady spent more than one hour on cosmetic
preparations, putting on face powder, eye-shadow and lipstick.




The Theory of Cosmetic Relativity

Pre-reading Questions:

7~

\

» What is the title of the text? What is your first reaction to it? (amused? intrigued? puzzled?)

+ What relationship can you see between “cosmetics” and “time”?

» What do you think the author is going to illustrate in the text? (a newly-established
scientific theory? an interesting phenomenon in life?)

As an active reader. you should maintain a constant interaction with the text. Please read the

following text with special attention to the guiding questions printed in the margin.

~

What two kinds of people
arc there. according to the

author?

How does the author

illustrate his view of time?

How does the author differ
from his wife? How does
the author account for this

difference?

What does “this” refer to?
What do you know about
Protestantism?

What do you know about
Cuba?

How do we Chinese view
Think

Chinese wedding.

time? about a

Do you agree with the
author that  men and
women view time

differently? Why?

— Dave Barry

There are two kinds of people in the world. and I am one of them.

[ am the kind of person who likes to be on time for things. In
fact. I like to be early. Let’s say I need to catch a flight that is
leaving at 4 p.m.. In planning my drive to the airport. I will factor
in a cushion (84 & # A [E])) . to allow for the unexpected. such as
heavy traffic or a flat tirc. Usually I am at the gate. ticket out,
ready to go. no later than 7:14 a.m..

My wife is the other kind of person. For her, the ideal way to
catch a plane would be to arrive at the airport as the plane was
taking off. She'd stand at the end of the runway. and as the plane
flew over her. it would snatch her up with a big hook.

“What’s the hurry?” she would say. *The plane isn’t even
halfway down the runway yet!”

Part of this is a culturc difference. | grew up in WASP (White
Anglo-Saxon Protestant) houschold. and my wife grew up in a Cuban
houschold. WASPs tend to follow schedules strictly: Cubans tend to
be more relaxed. If a WASPs wedding is scheduled to start at 2 p.m.
Saturday, the wedding march will start at 2 p. m. sharp. no matter
what. even if the originally scheduled groom has bailed out CGiE )
and the bride has to usc an emergency backup groom taken right off
the street.

Whereas in a typical Cuban wedding. the phras: “2 p.m.” is
translated as “possibly this weckend”. True fact: 1 once went to a
wedding in a Cuban home; I arrived 20 minutes before the scheduled
start, and was greeted at the door by the bride. who was still in curlers
(Fk %) . 1 believe that the Cuban community will not be affected by

= 7



When do people usually
jingle the keys?
And what does it signify?

What does “ Bill Clinton”
imply here?

What other phenomena in
our life can be interpreted

with the Einstein’s theory?

What

“friction” imply here?

does the word

NEW

unit 17

the Millennium Bug (T-4F-H1) until the year 2004 at the earliest.

But the difference between my wife and me is not totally
cultural; I think it is also gender-related (54E %545 %) . 1 believe
that men and women do not view the time the same way: 1 think
that, in general, women think there is more time in the universe
than men do.

The way this typically works is, a couple will be going to a
party, and they will agree they are going to lcave the house at 7:30
p.m. The wife, believing that the universe has plenty of time left.
interprets 7: 30 to mean “around 8" or. more gracefully. “97;
whereas the husband. actually sensitive to the swindling supply of
time, interprets 7:30 to mean “around 7”. which after he allows for
an emergency cushion, is translated to 6:45.

The husband likes to allow a cushion on top of the cushion. in case
there is a tornado (JE#:JX) or nuclear war. so he's dressed and ready to
leave at 5:30, at which time the wife is figuring that she still has more
than three hours — or. rounding it off (P45 fi A). four hours.

By 7:25, the husband is a nervous wreck. By his figuring. they
are almost two hours late for the party. So he tries to alert her to the
urgency of the situation via the Universal Husband Signaling
Method, which is jingling his keys. This makes his wife crazy. She’s
thinking, “Why is he jingling already? We have tons of time!™ So. in
a mistaken effort to calm him down. she calls out the words that
cause despair in the hearts of men: *I am almost rcady! [ am just
putting on my make-up!”

To the husband, these two statements contradict each other. It
is like saying “I am very short! I'm 38 feet tall!” or *You can believe
me! I am Bill Clinton!”

Because to the husband. “I'm just putting on my make-up”
means “I'm painstakingly applying 450 coats (Jz2) of beauty products
to my face using an applicator the width of a human hair.”

Granted, the wife can do this in seven minutes. but it means
much longer to the husband because of Albert Einstein’s Theory of
Cosmetic Relativity. which states that “every minute that a wife
spends putting on makeup is experienced as 45 minutes by a husband
who has reached the key-jingling stage.”

By the time they usually leave the house (at 7.40) there is so
much friction (EE#£) that the car may burst into flames. If they
make it to the party, the husband, trying to keep on schedule. will
immediately want to leave.
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Language Points

Notes by the Learner

Vocabulary Focus

i ; follow

© The lecture will discuss the novel’s content
in detail. following the introduction of the
writer’s life.

© Would you please speak more slowly? I
cannot follow you.

© You are smoking too much. You’d better
follow the doctor’s advice.

© Don’t follow my example and rush into
marriage.

© Please follow this street until you get to a
white building.

© Mary did not attend the class, but it didn’t
necessarily follow that she was sick.

Vocabulary

{ifi 45 5 : Please study the example sentences
on the left., and work out the meaning and
usage of the bold-typed words with the help
of dictionary if necessary.
follow (vt.):
© =take place after... (BRJfi)
© =understand (W] [])
© =acton... (4% 1) ; follow one’s instruction
© =copy... ({}i®) ; follow the trend
© =go along... (¥ %)
© =happen as a result (WK EH4)

It follows that...

1. origin

© The origin of Chinese civilization is believed
to be in the Huanghe River Valley.

© The doctor failed to locate the source of
infection.

© Your fashion designs are highly original.

© The original inhabitants of North America
are Indians.

© His oil painting shows great originality.

© American Labor Day originated with a
union leader, who proposed the first
Monday of September as a special holiday
for common people.

© Having few natural resources, Japan has to
count on the import of raw materials from
abroad.

© Her grandmother was a frequent visitor to
hospitals, a steady drain on the limited

family resources.

1. origin (n.) =
© original ( ) =

@ the CleBI 9 24D
an CA B WA D

) =

© originality ( ) =

@ (EEaEh

© originate () in/with/from =

© originally (

O H# origin, resource & source

the of information ({3 & 3k i)
Qb

financial
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2. relax/relieve

© His easy-going manner made me feel
relaxed.

© Blood vessels are more relaxed when

temperatures are warm.

2. relax (v.)

O =

{{) His features  (RIEZHMT).
__one’s vigilance (A4S

© relaxed ( ) =

© Proper physical exercises may help to relax a_ smileCBEFN D
your over-strained muscles. 8. relax, relieve

© The operation is designed to relieve the | @ (ZZf#ACEHIE)
pain of angina pectoris GL2) .

3. view/scene/scenery/sight/landscape 3. view

© Some pessimists tend to view the world asa | © view... (as) =
dark and doomed place. O view () =

© T disagree with your political views, which =
are too radical. enjoy the ~ from

© We rented a room with a beautiful view. (N KHL EREAATZE)

© The TV program has many regular viewers. | © viewer =

© In view of poor visibility, the local airport
had to be closed.

© The developer bought the land near the
station with a view to building a
supermarket.

© They came in view of a village as they
climbed over the hill. = A village came
into view/sight as they climbed over the
hill.

© The very sight of blood made me sick.

© 1 fell in love with him at first sight.

© The handover ceremony in Macao was a
spectacular sight.

© The police arrived on the scene of the crime |
very quickly.

© The artist devoted most of his time to
painting the rural scenes of Scotland.

© 1 prefer her landscape pictures to his
portraits.

© 1 enjoyed the mountain scenery of Norway

very much.

He %5 . viewer, spectator and audience

© in view of =

© with a view to =

© come in view (of) =

© come into view/sight =

4% . scenery. sight, scene, landscape, view

) work behind (FEIFHEEDD
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4. figure 4. figure (n./v.)
© Some figures quoted in your report seemed | © =

unreliable. © =
© The artist is good at figure painting. O =

© Many models are on dict to keep their | © =
figure. © figure out =

© 1 saw a dark figure disappearing round the | © figure (that...) =
corner.

© Have you figured out why he turned you
down?

© 1 figured that you would turn to me for

help.
5. wreck 5. wreck
© The sudden stroke reduced him to a| © (n.) =
helpless wreck. © (v.) =
© The road accident turned the car into a All our hopes (FATH & E 2%

—>

horrible wreck. 7).

© The abrupt change of weather wrecked our

outing.
6. emergency/urgency/emergence 6. emergency (n.)
© emergency exit/urgent need O ZLYEIE =
emergency operation/urgent massage © -

© Due to the urgency of the situation, the | © urgent () =
government  declared a state  of | © urgency ( ) =
emergency. © emergence ()=

© The emergence of the railroad in the 1800’s
accelerated the settlement of the mid-

western United States.

7. contradict/conflict/contend 7. contradict (v.) =

© The statements of your witness contradict | © conflict ( ) =

all the evidence we have in hand. © contend ( ) =
© His deeds conflict with his speech. @ oneselt ( {+HF &)
© Having rivals to contend with may stimulate | military (CEEFpp5)

students to study harder.
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8. experience

© Being young and inexperienced, the teacher
failed to understand the real problems
being experienced by his students.

© It has been a pleasant experience editing

the school newspaper.

8. experience

© experience () =

) ——

) =t

© inexperienced () =

) Many Chinese stayed up on Dec. 20, 1999

© experience (
© experienced (

© A wise man can always learn from | to  the historic Macao handover.
experience and avoid repeating mistakes.

9. apply 9. apply

© A dozen of candidates have applied for this | © apply for =
teaching post. © apply to =

© This welfare program only applies to the | © apply...to... =

retired citizens above 65.

© The old woman applied a smelly herb to
the cut in my leg.

© 1 major in applied chemistry.

© Job application forms are used to collect
information on job applicants.

© applied ( ) =

© application ( ) =

© applicant ( ) =

@) The new invention has a variety of

in medicine ({5 £ A5 2R ) .

10. interpret/translate/illustrate/account for

© His sullen silence is interpreted as flat
refusal.

© Our
symphony in a fairly novel way.

© Miss Chen acts as both the guide and
interpreter for the American tourists.

new conductor interpreted the

© The fortune-teller was good at interpreting
dreams.

© This piece of technical writing is difficult
to translate.

© In the Tang Dynasty. monks used the
shadow puppets to illustrate tales of
Buddhism.

© How do you account for your two weeks’
absence from school?

© The output of service industry accounts for
nearly half of the city’s gross domestic
production.

10. interpret
© interpret () =

© translate ¢ )
© illustrate ( ) =
© account for =

) How do you (fiftB¢) these facts?
an book (A # LA AY+)
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11. round off 11. round off =

© The lecturer rounded off her speech on | #] He his career by becoming
carecer development  with a  final | president of a multinational. (fth 5% & 85 E 2>
encouragement to the audience. AR F0ll BRI )

12. in case 12. in case

© Take the laptop with you in case you need | © in case (that) =

it on your trip. © in case of... =
© Call 119 in case of fire. © in any case =
© We must reach the hotel before dark in | © in no case =

any case. © in that case =

© In no case will I give up my rights.
© You don’t understand some terms of the
contract? In that case. why don’t you

consult the lawyer?

13. more than 13. more than =
© Her trip to Wuxi was more than doing | more than ] J T{&/fi .
business. He has repaid my kindness. (fthi &=

© There are more than cnough nuclear | [FEREFKMET.)
weapons around to destroy the whole
planet.

© The relatives of the bombing victims more than
complained. They started a demonstration
protesting against terrorism.

Structural Focus Structure
1. the way 1. the way +
©O 1 felt quite uncomfortable with the way (in
which) she stared at me.

2. whereas = while 2. whereas (conj.)
© After school Mary was still studying in the | =
classroom. whereas all her classmates had

gone home.

3. not... until... 3. not...until

© Not until 1 had showed my pass to the | © not until {i T4 & i,
guard was I allowed to enter the building. | © 758 847 i ¥

© It was not until midnight that the delayed
train pulled into the station.




