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FOREWORD
HONG KONG:
A CITY OF DEMONSTRATIONS

Ho Hing Kay, Oscar

In 2012, Lonely Planet stated Hong Kong as one of
the top 10 cities to visit, one of the reasons is the eye-
opening protest culture we have here. Hong Kong has a
uniquely strong sense of local culture in our protest culture.
This cultural characteristic intertwined with local politics,
society, history and culture. v

The political ecosystem in Hong Kong is relatively
free but without democracy. It breeds the resistance
culture of unrelenting dispute. As our political mechanism
do not have a proper channel to affect the government
decisions and let the public participate, we can only take
it out on streets. Besides, the dense population in Hong
Kong and instant flow of information means organizing
protest is extremely easy. Thus, Hong Kong becomes a city
of demonstrations. Under the leadership of Donald Tsang,
the freedom of speech and demonstration has been
gradually smothered. However, when compared to
mainland, there is still room to speak. Hong Kong society
is versatile and open; it shows from the number of protests
and the diverse issues—from Ai Wei Wai to anti nukes,
from double illegitimate pregnant women to anti
replacement arrangement. All these, has become part of
our lives.

The civilian protest movement in 1989 triggered by
student movement at Tiananmen Square was kind of
somber opening to Hong Kong protest culture in twenty-
first century. Shouting slogans were mainly the tactics to
protest at that time. Even for the art world which was good
at creating images, it was seemingly disoriented to use
images all of a sudden into interpreting political issues.
After 1989, protest movement gradually matured in form.
The protesters understood that to get the attention from
the media, it is essential to work on flashing symbols,
apparel and the ceremonial actions. The protest culture
and tactics in Anti-WTO rally that employed by Korean
farmers were eye opening for local protesting citizens.
The students and teachers at School of Design in
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Polytechnic University of Hong Kong were active members
to the tussle in preserving Star Ferry Pier in the end of
2006; they triumphed in producing a series of protest
installation and art movement. When the protest expanded
to Choi Yuen Village, the form of protest is at its peak of
perfection. They understood the importance of operating
photography as a way of publicity, for example, the group
photo of Choi Yuen Village protesters holding banana
leaves in front of media is a classic example by applying
photography as a tool to protest. The intense images of
kneeling and bowing by the old and the young who formed
into a long line captured the heart of Hong Kong people
when that were posted on newspapers. These images
provided the best photographing targets for the
photographers.

The protest in Hong Kong has its happy and tender
moment too. Apart from June 4th events, many of them
contain the feeling of carnival parades. It is seldom to
come by for the whole families to take a stroll on Hennessy

Road on Sundays, you might not be familiar with the people °

along the way, but it is the common concern that brings
us closer. In such protests, all forms of expression blossom.
They are eccentric; some of them are art productions and
ritualized actions dipped in typical Hong Kong cynical
satire. All these add a more humane and creative side into
the protest movement that has deep defying tradition.
Birdy Chu chooses protest as his subject for shooting.
He definitely grabs an important Hong Kong culture
phenomenon. To picture the street scenes is right up his
alley as he had been a photojournalist. He completely
captures the splendor, humor, passion and gloom in Hong
Kong protest culture. There are images of cartoon
politicians and rich people, the tensions between police
and the protesters, the somber of people keeling and
bowing together. They all show creativeness, perseverance
and motivation of the protesters and the protest culture
in Hong Kong. The majestic scene where thousands

gathered, the segment where intimacy happened during
protest, they are all pictured by Birdy. The pictures collect
the anger, desire, imagination and humor of Hong Kong
after the handover and they present the characteristics
of the protest culture. He also assorts different protest
images, from July 1st rally, preservation of Star Ferry Pier,
support Ai Wei Wei to Choi Yuen Village and anti double
illegitimate. He pinpoints the social and political issues
that are in dispute after the handover. This book is also
extract Hong Kong political and social history after the
handover.
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FOREWORD
PHOTOGRAPHER OF ‘FIVE HAVE:
AN INTRODUCTION

So York Kee, Clement
Professor of the School of Journalism and
Communication, CUHK

| have known Birdy for some ten years ago. He was
the photojournalist at Ming Pao Vancouver and | was
in editing.

| am a man of letters, | love and respect images but
have no idea about them. | only know that one picture is
more than thousand words, it can reflect reality, convey
love, or it can twist the truth and provoke emotions.

Birdy Chu is a man with sense of sight. He sees the
world through lenses and comments on small issues and
major incidents through images. He sees Hong Kong
through camera in his book | Walk Therefore | Shoot, using
images to read stories, voices and demands of local people.
The title is very good, uses ‘I’ as an angle, to walk along
and take shots. It seems unbound, with heart and soul,
with sight and feeling.

Hong Kong is called“City of demonstrations’. We still
have our rights to express freely because there are still
protests. They are the true reflection on public opinion.
Protest can also mean a society intensifies; people speak
up when they see injustice.

Let me rephrase the line of director Ang Lee, ‘| think
everyone has a protest knot in their heart. Hong Kong
people has always been spirited, no matter it is on July
1st orJune 4th, at Victoria Park or Government Secretariat,
before handover or after it, or in front of political social
issues or preserving our values. The images that captured
by the photos can be admired, read, tasted and collected.
They bear social and artistic character, they are both
collective recollection and personal charm.









:013

JUNE 4TH CANDLELIGHT VIGILS
AT VICTORIA PARK

NEHEE
v
BXRSE

KSR : B 1989 e, BEM6H4H

e ESFIT B

mEls SETRIEBERTEDHEE
EBHER : BERVEBEHIREA L FRI\NREE.
ERABWNER. G —EBH. BERRETE
EMEAMHBEAR : -

EHAMSEANY: --

Date : Every 4th of June from 1989

Place : Victoria Park

Initiator : Hong Kong Alliance in Support of
Patriotic Democratic Movement of China

Main Concerns : demands the Chinese government
to release the dissidents, rehabilitate the

1989 pro-democracy movement, demands the
accountability of June 4th massacre, end one-
party dictatorship and build a democratic China
Total number of participants announced

by Hong Kong Alliance : --

Number of participants announced

by Hong Kong Police : --
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Background

In April 1989, students gathered voluntarily at
Tiananmen Square to mourn for the death of Communist
leader Hu Yaobang.This later became a call for communist
party liberalization and a stop to the party corruption.
Students and workers all over China assembled and the
movement soon became a riot defined by Communist
government. Students refused to dismiss before the
government agreed on the terms and they started on
hunger strike. At the night of June 3rd, the government
declared martial law, tanks and army troops were marched
into the Square]‘to evacuate students. Students inside the
Square and civilians living nearby who supported the
movement were shot. The whole world stunted.

On 21st May, 2 million Hong Kong citizens turned up
to support the student movement. Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Democratic Movement of China was
being established. And from then on every year, Candlelight
vigils are being conducted at Victoria Park by Hong Kong
Alliance. Tens of thousands of citizens gathered together
shouting out the slogans, singing songs like Flowers of
Freedom and Spirit of Tainted Blood and holding candlelight
to mourn for the victims.

All these years, apart from the mourning, the number
of participants in candlelight vigils was tightly connected
with local and mainland political situation. In 2004, the
15th Anniversary of June 4th, LOCPG denied universal
suffrage in 2007 and 2008 for Chief Executive and
Legislative Council, the number of participants were
escalated compared to last year. In 2009, the 20th
Anniversary of June 4th, Donald Tsang, then Chief Executive
commented on June 4th Incident, he stated that Hong
Kong people should have a more balanced judgment about
the Tiananmen Square clearing as China is prospering.
He believed his stance represented all Hong Kong people.
This speech revolted the public and some of them actually

joined the vigil to stay clear that ‘Donald Tsang does not
represent me’. The number of participants reached 150,000
again since 1990. The number of participants kept on
around 150,000 for the years followed due to the arrest
of human rights activist Liu Xiao Bo and the suppression
of Molihua Revolution. In 2012, the number of participants
has reached a new record. The lawn and football pitch of
Victoria Park were packed with people, and one lane of
Gloucester Road needed to be closed for public gatherings.

In 2010, the chairman of Hong Kong Alliance Szeto
Wah attended his last vigil,and was impressed by a large
number of young people attending; he realized that a new
generation has risen to liberate the dissidents of June 4th
from all over China. The flame of democratic movement
in Chinais passing down. He said, ‘| don’t have to succeed,
but | will be a part of it when we achieved’, and he also
encouraged young people ‘Indicate June 4, Persist to
the end’.



